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U.S. Embassy Donates Boolks to Ethiopian
Educational Institutions and Libraries

[U.S. Embassy, Addis Ababa] -
United States Ambassador to
Ethiopia, Donald Yamamoto,
today presented over 30,000
American textbooks to univer-
sities, libraries, and other edu-
cational institutions and librar-
ies throughout Ethiopia. Do-
nated by the Brother’s Brother
Foundation (BBF) in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, the books are
new and are the same books in
use in universities and high ‘
schools across the United
States. The subjects of these
textbooks are mainly medicine,
information technology, busi-

Ambassador Yamamoto handing over the donation docu-
ment to Ato Abdissa Desalegn, Head Librarian at Public
Service College in Oromia.

(Continued on page 3)

U.S. Ambassador, Commandant Open
New English Language Computer
Laboratory at Staff College

Wednesday, November 14,
2007 (U.S. Embassy) — United
States Ambassador to Ethiopia
Donald Yamamoto and Com-
mandant Brigadier General
Migbe Haile today inaugurated
a new English language com-
puter lab at the Ethiopian De-
fense Command and Staff Col-
lege.

A grant from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense and U.S. De-
partment of State funded this
computer lab and two related
audio facilities in Awash Arba.

Ambassador Yamamoto (Left) and Brigadier General Mighe Haile
talk with English teacher Mr. Walelign Tilahun and academic
Dean Mr. Dereje Getachew in the new computer lab.
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General Ward Outlines Vision for AFRICOM to Journalists at African

Union Press Event

The United States Mission to the

African Union hosted a visit by Gen-

eral William E. “Kip” Ward, Com-
mander of U.S. Africa Command
(AFRICOM) November 8-10. On
his first trip to Africa in his new
role as USAFRICOM Commander,
General Ward met with African
Union leaders including Commis-
sion Chairperson Konare. At a
press conference at the African
Union on November 8, General
Ward elaborated his vision for
AFRICOM. “We must create a
command that allows the Depart-
ment of Defense, for the first
time, to organize all of its activi-

ties in Africa under one command,
allowing one commander — me —
and my staff to focus entirely on all
of the important activities, pro-

GEN. WILLIAM E. waRrD
COMMANDER
US AFRICA COMMAND

grams, and exercises we undertake
in our military cooperation efforts
here in Africa.” General Ward
stressed US AFRICOM's intent to
— build mutual trust, respect and
{ confidence with partners on the
continent through sustained
engagement to increase secu-
rity capacity. He emphasized
that AFRICOM will not change
{ the way U.S. foreign policy on
Africa is made. Instead, AFRI-
COM wiill build on and make
more efficient, support for the
United States’ ongoing activi-
ties with partners in Africa.¢

General Ward engaged in Q & A with journalists

American Chamber Music Group, “Trio Chicago and Friends,” Begins
Concert Tour in Ethiopia

U.S. Embassy, Addis Ababa - Re-
turning to Ethiopia for a fourth con-
cert tour, “Trio Chicago and
Friends” arrived in Addis Ababa on
November 14 to launch their latest
concert tour of Addis Ababa and
Gondar. As United States “Cultural
Ambassadors,” the five American
musicians will perform concerts at
the U.S. Ambassador’s Residence,
the Addis Ababa Municipal Theatre,
Gondar University, the Fasilidas Pal-
ace in Gondar, and conduct a mas-
ter class for student musicians at
the Yared Music School.

The group performed in Ethiopia in
2003, 2004, and 2005 performing
the first-ever live concert by any
Western musical group in Jimma.
On previous visits, they also per-
formed in Mekelle, Bahir Dar,
Adama, and Awassa. Their con-
certs of American and Western
classical music have also been en-
joyed by audiences in Mali, Uganda,
and Zambia, as well as Turkey,
Vietnam, Laos, China, Venezuela,
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Cuba, and Belize, as well as many
concerts throughout the United
States. Whether playing in concert
halls, soccer stadiums, sports
fields, or school auditoriums, Trio
Chicago and Friends represent the
best of American culture through a
universal language understood by
all — the language of music.

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State
for African Affairs Jendayi Frazer
recently recognized Trio Chicago
and Friends for
their “exceptional
contributions and
services to Cultural
Diplomacy in Af-
rica.” Senator Ba-
rak Obama also
hailed their contri-
butions to interna-
tional understand-
ing when he wrote,

America show its best face to the
world and Trio Chicago and Friends
has exemplified what it means to
be an ambassador.”

The five American “Cultural Ambas-
sadors” arrived in Addis Ababa
from Jordan, where they just com-
pleted a successful concert tour,
and will return to the United States
at the conclusion of their program.+

“As the world be-
comes increasingly
interconnected, it
is crucial that

Trio Chicago performing their concert at the Addis Ababa
Municipality Theatre Hall, November 15, 2007.

Weekly Special Report




U.S. Embassy Donates Books to Ethiopian Educational Institutions ...

(Continued from page 1)

ness management, the sciences, art
and literature, and English.
Speaking at a press conference at
the U.S. Embassy attended by rep-
resentatives of the nine universities
receiving the books, Ambassador
Yamamoto said, “In this year of the
Ethiopian Millennium, the U.S. gov-
ernment and the American people
are making a special effort to sup-
port education at all levels in Ethio-
pia. For the youth of this country,
education is more important than
ever in enabling them to face the
challenges of development and inte-
gration into the global economy and
we are pleased to support that ef-
fort. These books provided by
Brother’s Brother Foundation sym-
bolize the people to people connec-
tions that make the Ethiopian-
American relationship so strong and
it is one that will only grow
stronger with the next generation in
the new Millennium.”

The nine colleges and universities
receiving books are the Public Ser-

vice College of Oromia, the PAN
Abyssinian College, the Universal
Medical College, CPU College, Ad-
mas University College, Queens
College, Bethel Medical College,
Atlanta College, and Medco Bio-
Medical College. BBF provided
these books at the request of the
receiving institutions and the ship-
ment to Ethiopia was funded by
USAID.

BBF is a non-profit organization that
provides books, food, medical sup-
plies, pharmaceuticals, and other
humanitarian assistance around the
world. Since its founding in 1958,
it has provided over 58 million
books to more than 25 million stu-
dents in over 50,000 academic in-
stitutions throughout the globe. It
is the largest distributor of pri-
vately-donated books in the world.+

Sample display of books at the donation ceremony.

U.S. Ambassador, Commandant Open New English Language ...

(Continued from page 1)

These three facilities provide state-
of-the-art English language learning
environments for the Ethiopian Na-
tional Defense Force (ENDF). As
Ambassador Yamamoto noted at
the dedication ceremony, “These
learning tools will strengthen the
ENDF’s capacity to continue its
significant contributions to multilat-
eral coalition efforts, such as UN
peacekeeping.”

The new English language com-
puter lab at the Defense Command
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and Staff College, worth $300,000 erative installation is complete.

(2.7 million Birr) with its Awash
Arba affiliates, features the latest
language instruction software from
the United States Defense Lan-
guage Institute in San Antonio,
Texas, and will allow students to
learn English through an interac-
tive, step-by-step method.

Ethiopians at the Defense Com-
mand and Staff College received
training on how to operate, main-
tain, disassemble and reassemble
the laboratories to ensure sustain-
able operation now that the coop-

The new facilities complement
three other facilities installed in
cooperation with the U.S. govern-
ment in 2002 at the Defense Engi-
neering College in Debre Zeit

At the dedication ceremony, Am-
bassador Yamamoto praised the
Computer Lab as another facet of
the United States’ positive and
growing bilateral relationship with
Ethiopia.+

Weekly Special Report




HIV/AIDS Health Service Center Inaugurated in Bishoftu Public

Hospital, Oromiya

CDC-Ethiopia and ICAP inaugurate an ART Clinic fully renovated with PEPFAR Funds

Bishoftu, Oromiya — After extensive
renovations funded by the United
States Government, a new Anti
Retroviral Therapy (ART) clinic is
now providing services at the
Bishoftu Public Hospital in Bishoftu,
Oromiya Region. Operating in part-
nership with the International Cen-
ter for AIDS Care and
Treatment Programs
(ICAP), the Bishoftu Hospi-
tal is one of the 42 Hospi-
tals being supported by
ICAP Ethiopia to address
the multi-faceted problems
of HIV/AIDS in the region.
The activities of the
Bishoftu Clinic include the
Voluntary Counseling &
Testing (VCT), Provider
Initiated HIV Counseling
and Testing (PIHCT), Pre-
vention of Mother to Child
Transmission (PMTCT),
Care and Treatment of TB/
HIV co-infections, Basic
Palliative Care Services,
ART (Anti Retroviral Therapy) and
Infection Prevention and Post-
Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP).

The US Embassy Deputy Chief of
Mission, Ms. Deborah Malac, inau-
gurated the new clinic with H.E.
Ato Muktar Kedir, Vice President of
Oromiyaa National Regional State
and chairman of the Oromiya Re-
gion HIV/AIDS Prevention & Control
Board. In addition, several other
prominent officials participated in
the ceremony: Professor Lee Gold-
man, Executive Vice-President of
Health & Medical Sciences at Co-
lumbia University and Dean of the
Faculties’ of Health Sciences and
Medicine; Professor Wafaa El-Sadr,
Director of Columbia University’'s
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International Center for HIV Care
and Treatment Programs; Country
Directors of CDC - Ethiopia and
ICAP — Ethiopia; and prominent
dignitaries from the Oromiya Re-
gional Health Bureau, Federal Minis-
try of Health, Federal HIV AIDS Pre-
vention and Control Office, CDC,

The Medical Director at Bishoftu hospital shows the before
and after pictures of the health center.

USAID, PEPFAR’s implementing
Partners, and officials from the
Bishoftu Town Municipality.

This ART Clinic was fully renovated
by ICAP-Ethiopia with the funds
obtained from President’s Emer-
gency Plan for AIDS Relief
(PEPFAR) through the Center for
Disease Control (CDC - Ethiopia).
ICAP-Ethiopia is supporting the hos-
pital to provide comprehensive fam-
ily focused quality HIV/AIDS ser-
vices through capacity building
(both human resources & infrastruc-
ture), system strengthening and
service strengthening.

Since PEPFAR began supporting the
Bishoftu Hospital in 2005, a number

of encouraging results have been
demonstrated. The Bishoftu ART
Clinic is now providing services to a
total of over 3200 patients, of
whom 2479 are in the pre-ART
stage. The rest are enrolled in ART
programs. This newly-renovated
facility will further strengthen those
services and make them
more accessible to the resi-
dents of Bishoftu and its
vicinity, which are esti-
mated to reach 1 million
people. The renovation of
the Clinic includes the com-
d plete reconstruction of
walls and roofs; merging/
split of rooms for opera-
tional convenience; recon-
struction of rooms for toi-
| let, laboratory, TB/HIV,
| ART, pharmacy, and wait-
_|ing area; cleaning and land-
scaping; as well as furnish-
ing with new furniture and
medical equipment.

The Bishoftu ART Clinic renovation
was made possible through the co-
operation and support of the Ethio-
pian Government and the Oromia
Health Bureau with PEPFAR and
HAPCO, as well as with the PEP-
FAR’s implementing agencies, CDC
Ethiopia and ICAP Ethiopia.

The President’s Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) is the largest
commitment ever by any nation for
an international health initiative
dedicated to a single disease — a
five-year, $15 billion, multifaceted
approach to combating HIV/AIDS
around the world through programs
to prevent HIV infection, and pro-
vide comprehensive care and treat-
(Continued on page 6)
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HIV/AIDS Health Service Center Inaugurated in Air Force Referral

Hospital, Oromiya

CDC-Ethiopia and UCSD Inaugurate a VCT and ART Center Fully Renovated with PEPFAR Funds

Bishoftu, Oromiya — With the sup-
port of the United States Govern-
ment and the American people, a
Voluntary Counseling & Testing
(VCT) and ART (Anti Retroviral

ing Anti Retroviral Therapy and Vol-
unteer Counseling and Testing has
been provided to 5,950 clients. In
addition, 180 pregnant women
have been tested for HIV and 21 of

Therapy) Center has been opened at them have taken PMTCT treatment.

the Ethiopian Air Force Hospital
in Bishoftu, Oromiya Region.
Operating in partnership with
the University of California San
Diego (UCSD), the Center was
fully renovated and equipped
through the President’s Emer-
gency Plan for AIDS Relief
(PEPFAR) and the US Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC - Ethiopia). The US
Embassy Deputy Chief of Mis-
sion, Ms. Deborah Malac, inau-
gurated the new facility along
with representatives from the
National Ministry of Defense,
the Country Directors of CDC-
Ethiopia, and representatives of
UCSD.

Extensive structural improvement
works and provision of laboratory
equipment and furniture were initi-
ated in December 2006. Today the
newly renovated hospital provides
ART (Anti Retroviral Therapy), VCT
(Voluntary Counseling & Testing),
PMTCT (Prevention of Mother to
Child Transmission), TB/HIV col-
laborative activities, PIHTC
(Provider Initiated HIV Testing and
Counseling) and Palliative Care ser-
vices for the Ethiopian Air Force
members, their dependants, and
retired members, as well as to civil-
ians in the town.

Presently, 359 patients are receiv-
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ribbon at the Air Force Hospital

Future plans for the center focus on
strengthening the center’s palliative
care, TB/HIV and its STI services.
Moreover the UCSD extension plan
will incorporate the initiation of its
VCT activities in the Dire Dewa,
Bahir Dar and Mekelle Air Forces
bases.

The Air Force VCT and ART Center
is one of many examples of the
close cooperation between the
Ethiopian and American govern-
ments in combating HIV/AIDS
through both prevention and treat-
ment. The National Defense Forces
of Ethiopia is one of the uniformed
service partners to UCSD; the Air
Force Hospital is one of the 10 ART
(Anti Retroviral Therapy) sites that

give comprehensive HIV/AIDS re-

lated services in the National De-

fense Forces of Ethiopia. The hos-

pital is the referral center for air

force health facilities which are lo-

cated at different parts of the coun-
try.

The President’s Emergency
(4 Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR)
N is the largest commitment
ever by any nation for an in-
ternational health initiative

& dedicated to a single disease
— a five-year, $15 billion,

{ multifaceted approach to
combating HIV/AIDS around
the world through programs
to prevent HIV infection, and
provide comprehensive care
and treatment to those af-
fected and infected by HIV/
AIDS.

Ethiopia is one of PEPFAR’s 15 fo-
cus countries, which collectively
represent 50 percent of HIV infec-
tions worldwide. Under the Emer-
gency Plan, Ethiopia received more
than $48 million in FY2004, more
than $83.7 million in FY 2005, and
approximately $123 million in
FY2006 to support a comprehen-
sive HIV/AIDS prevention, treat-
ment, and care program. In FY
2007, the United States Govern-
ment (USG) has pledged more than
241.8 million to support Ethiopia’s
fight against HIV/AIDS.+

Weekly Special Report




U.S. Embassy Addis Ababa Announces New Automated Process for
Applying for Nonimmigrant Visas.

The new procedures, which go into
effect November 15, 2007, include
an Internet-based Electronic Visa
Application Form (EVAF) and a new
Internet-based visa appointment
system

Electronic Visa Application Form

The EVAF process produces a
three-page printed form that incor-
porates the applicant’s biographical
data into an electronic barcode sys-
tem. The barcode allows consular

staff to quickly input the applicant’s

information into the computer sys-
tem, saving time since no data-

(EVAF): The Embassy’s con-
sular staff anticipate the new
EVAF will make the non-
immigrant visa application
process easier and more effi-
cient. As of November 15,
2007, all non-immigrant visa
applicants must now com-
plete the internet-based Elec-
tronic Visa Application Form
(EVAF), in English. The U.S.
Department of State estab-
lished this requirement world-
wide to improve efficiency and cus-
tomer service. The U.S. Embassy
will not charge any additional fees
for using the EVAF. Applicants can
fill out their applications on any
Internet-connected computer. The
EVAF provides increased uniformity,
accuracy and security in processing
visa applications. The EVAF appli-
cation is available on the internet
at:

http://evisaforms.state.gov Instruc-
tions on how to fill out the form are
available at: http://
addisababa.usembassy.gov/

how to apply for niv.html

appointments for visa interviews on
the Embassy’s new Internet-based
appointment system. After com-
pleting the EVAF, applicants will go
to the Embassy’s website at: http://
addisababa.usembassy.gov/

how to apply for niv.html to com-
plete visa appointment. After se-

Journalists listen to the presentation by consular officers.

entry is required. Applicants are
required to print out the completed
three-page EVAF form and their
non-immigrant visa appointment
sheet from the internet. Applicants
must bring both their completed
EVAF form and visa appointment
sheet to the Bank of Abyssinia with
their passport when they pay the
application fee.

Internet-based Visa Appointment
System: In addition to the EVAF
application, beginning November
15, 2007, applicants for nonimmi-
grant visas will be required to book

lecting “Make an Appoint-
ment,” applicants will select a
date and time to interview for
their visas, and enter the bar-
code number from their EVAF
sheet. Applicants will print
out a confirmation of appoint-
ment sheet, which they will
take with them to the Bank of
Abyssinia, along with their
passport and EVAF. At the
bank they will pay the non-
refundable application fee
($100 or equivalent in Birr), and
submit the EVAF. Bank staff will
review the EVAF for completeness,
examine the passport and the ap-
pointment confirmation sheet, and
collect the fee. Complete informa-
tion about how to apply for a non-
immigrant visa are available on the
Embassy’s website at:
http://addisababa.usembassy.gov/
how to apply for niv.htmle

HIV/AIDS Health Service Center Inaugurated in Bishoftu . ..

(Continued from page 4)

ment to those affected and infected
by HIV/AIDS.

Ethiopia is one of PEPFAR’s 15 fo-

cus countries, which collectively
represent 50 percent of HIV infec-
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tions worldwide. Under the Emer-
gency Plan, Ethiopia received more
than $48 million in FY2004, more
than $83.7 million in FY 2005, and
approximately $123 million in
FY2006 to support a comprehen-
sive HIV/AIDS prevention, treat-
ment, and care program. In FY

2007, the United States Govern-
ment (USG) has pledged more than
241.8 million to support Ethiopia’s
fight against HIV/AIDS.+

Weekly Special Report




Dr. Mekonen Haddis Discusses Democracy, Ethics and Good
Governance at St. Mary’s University College

U.S. scholar and poet, Dr. Mekonen Haddis, spoke to
over 90 law students and faculty at St. Mary’s Univer-
sity College on November 8 on “Governance, Ethics and
Democracy.” Speaking in Amharic, he spoke of the re-
quirements for the creation of a democratic society.
Following the talk students asked insightful questions
about how Ethiopia could use these concepts to create a
federal democracy. This lecture is a continuation of a
lecture series begun in December 2006 with Dr. Me-
konen’s lecture to St. Mary’s University College stu-
dents on “Democracy in a Multi-Ethnic Society.”¢

One of the attendees asking a question

New Generation Students Challenge U.S. Scholar Dr. Mekonen

Haddis

Dr. Mekonen Haddis, U.S. scholar,
poet and consultant, spoke to
global affairs students and instruc-
tors of New Generation University
College on November 13 on the
topic of “Ethics, Governance and
Democracy.” Speaking in English
to the student group, which also
included international stu-
dents, he focused on the
American contribution to
the process of democracy
and good governance and
called upon the students
to develop processes
which would work in
Ethiopia. Students asked
challenging questions re-
garding how to cope with
ethnic diversity in a de-
mocracy. Dr. Mekonen
discussed how the con-
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cept of shared values contributed to
the creation of an American identity
and suggested that the same proce-
dure could work in Ethiopia.

The students, instructors and Dr.
Mekonen had a lively debate on the
position of the United States in

Students listening to Dr. Mekonen speak.

global politics and the influence of
the United States on the develop-
ment of Ethiopian democracy. Stu-
dents also questioned American
foreign policy, the war on terrorism
and HR 2003. Dr. Mekonen re-
ferred his basic requirements for a
democracy, which included the im-
portance for each country
to know its own national
interest and act upon it.¢

Weekly Special Report




Seminar Explores Responsible Reporting on National Security

Topics

With the Africa Center for Strategic
Studies (ACSS), PAS Addis Ababa
co-hosted a seminar on "Media and
Security"” on November 7. The
two-hour seminar for journalists and
ACSS members featured a presen-
tation on media-military relations in
democracies by Cliff Bernath, a for-
mer Pentagon Public Affairs Offi-
cer. In addition to discussing tech-
niques for successful press inter-
views, Mr. Bernath addressed the

rights and responsibilities of media
and individual journalists. He talked
about the influence of media on
public opinion and vice versa, citing
the United States debate surround-
ing the Vietnam War. As a former
soldier, journalist and government
spokesperson, Mr. Bernath was
able tackle from various angles the
balance between information shar-
ing and protecting national secu-
rity. Following the presentation,

discussion touched on topics such
as how the media-government rela-
tionship changes in times of war
and government and media roles in
educating the public about national
interests.+

East Africa Conference on Integrated Development Urges Coopera-
tion to Overcome Challenges of Population Growth

Along with His Excellency President
Girma Woldegiorgis, state minis-
ters, and visiting experts, Ambassa-
dor Yamamoto spoke at the open-
ing of the conference “Population,
Health and the Environment: Inte-
grated Development for East Af-
rica” at the United Nations Confer-
ence Center in Addis Ababa on No-
vember 14, 2007. Ambassador
Yamamoto’s brief remarks
growth and its effects on e
biodiversity. He stressed
that these challenges are
manmade and man must
work to solve them. Am-
bassador Yamamoto called
for cooperation to address
the challenges of popula-
tion growth and environ-
mental degradation and to
ensure sustainable eco-
nomic development, job
creation and prosperity.

PRE Rt
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The conference, sponsored in part
by USAID, brought together experts
from 24 countries around the world
to share ideas and create solutions
on integrating population, health
and environment development for
East Africa. The conference fo-
cused on the interconnectedness
between people and their environ-
ment and on cross-sectoral collabo-

-16, 2007
onference Centre

| Addis Ababa,

Ethiop'® ’

&

Ambassador Yamamoto and other panel members open the

conference.

. T

ration and coordination. Although
the conference placed particular
emphasis on the population, health,
and environment sectors, its under-
lying philosophy was one of inte-
gration, leaving room to accommo-
date other sectors, such as agricul-
ture and education, and be success-
fully applied to achieve a range of
development goals, from poverty
reduction to food security to
gender equity.

USAID Mission Director Glenn
Anders captured the impor-
tance of integration in his re-
marks to close the conference
on November 16. He said,
“Integrated programs touch
more lives, improve program
efficiency, and strengthen
cross-sectoral collabora-

™ tion. We see better, measur-
able results from an integrated
approach and that is some-
thing we certainly all want.” ¢

Weekly Special Report




Economic Progress in Africa Focus of Secretary Paulson's Trip

By Charles W. Corey
USINFO Staff Writer

Washington -- Economic progress in
Tanzania, South Africa and Ghana --
including infrastructure develop-
ment and job creation -- will be the
focus of U.S. Treasury Secretary
Henry M. Paulson Jr.'s trip to the
emerging market countries Novem-
ber 13-19.

While in Africa, the Treasury secre-
tary also will deliver a major

poverty alleviation -- particularly in
those countries [Tanzania, South
Africa and Ghana] that have done
the right thing when it comes to
economic policy.”

Along with the good news on Tan-
zania, South Africa and Ghana, he
cautioned that there are still
“numerous challenges” in today’s
Africa that “we all know” and of
which we must remain aware.

While in Africa, Paulson is expected
to talk about issues that are directly
related to economic and financial
performance. “He is going to talk
about the critical role played by in-
frastructure ... the importance of
having a sound and robust financial
structure” and of spreading the
benefits of growth and sustainable
development, Saeed said.

While in Tanzania, Saeed said, Paul-
son is expected to travel to a U.S.
Agency for International Devel-

address to the Corporate
Council on Africa’s U.S.-
Africa Business Summit in
Cape Town, South Africa,
and attend a G20 meeting of
finance ministers and central
bank governors, according to
Ahmed Saeed, deputy assis-
tant secretary of the treasury
for Africa and the Middle
East.

Briefing reporters on Paul-
son’s trip November 9 at the
U.S. Foreign Press Center in
Washington, Saeed identified
Tanzania, South Africa and
Ghana as places where “sound gov-
ernance and good economic polices
have, over the last half decade and
longer, had profound positive eco-
nomic consequences.”

All three countries are enjoying
“robust track records” of economic
growth dating back at least five
years, he explained. After imple-
menting positive economic reforms,
they exemplify the “good financial
and economic news stories that are
now emerging from Africa,” he
said.

There are parts of Africa, Saeed
said, “where there has been real
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Women individually manufacture automobile parts in a
South African factory. (USAID)

Saeed said the continent is seeing
its “highest growth rates and the
lowest inflation levels in 30 years.”
The growth in economic policy
management “seems to be quite
widespread,” he said, with 23 of 48
countries seeing record high growth
levels that seem to be trickling
down.

“The last four years we have seen
average per capita income growth
of 3.8 percent, and ... the
[International Monetary Fund] is
projecting 4 percent per capita in-
come growth for this year,” he
added.

opment (USAID) farm outside
Arusha that is a sustainable

sl community focused on land con-

servation. He also will hold talks
with the Tanzanian finance min-
ister that will include discussion
of a $698 million Millennium
Challenge Corporation Compact
that Tanzania is expected to sign
= with the United States early next
year, Saeed said.

Before leaving Tanzania, Paulson
also is expected to meet with
East African Community (EAC)
finance ministers from Uganda,
Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania and
Kenya to talk about regional capital
market integration and how that
could foster further economic devel-
opment across the region. Paulson
also will visit the A to Z Textiles
mosquito net factory, which is gen-
erating jobs and participating in
President Bush’s anti-malaria initia-
tive for Africa.

In South Africa, Paulson will be the
keynote speaker at the Corporate
Council on Africa’s U.S.-Africa
Business Summit in Cape Town.
While in that country, he also will
meet with local bankers, participate
in a G20 meeting and visit the
(Continued on page 23)
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U.S. Ship To Host Multinational Experts off African Coast

By Jacquelyn S. Porth
USINFO Staff Writer

Washington -- The USS Fort
McHenry arrived off the coast of
West Africa in November to lead an
international team of experts that
will train African sailors to confront
the daily challenges of illegal fish-
ing, piracy, drug trafficking and oil
smuggling.

The amphibious ship is the center-
piece of the new Africa Partnership

mon goals through partnership and
collaboration,” he said.

The Fort McHenry’s commanding

officer, Commander Martin Pompeo,
said his crew and partners will work
“together to help the western side
of Africa ... prosper.”

The West Africa program is mod-
eled on a successfully completed
Global Fleet Station mission in the
Caribbean that helped promote port
security and stronger borders in Be-

USS Fort McHenry arrives in Senegal for onboard maritime security training during
a seven-month deployment to the region. (U.S. Navy)

Station (APS) initiative. During its
seven-month deployment, it will
serve as a floating platform in the
strategically important Gulf of
Guinea, where it will promote re-
gional maritime safety and security.

The APS task group commander,
Captain John Nowell, said the Fort
McHenry can be used as a base “to
bring together many nations” to
achieve a shared vision through
joint engagement. The floating
school “will help us achieve com-
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lize, the Dominican Republic, Guate-
mala, Honduras, Jamaica, Nicara-
gua and Panama.

The vessel will make numerous port
visits, beginning with Senegal,
where it will conduct engineering
training and focus on small boat
handling for coastal security organi-
zations. Additional stops are sched-
uled in Cameroon, Gabon, Ghana,
Liberia, and Sao Tome and Principe.
En route to the region, the Fort
McHenry augmented its passenger

list with specialists from France,
Germany, the United Kingdom and
Spain and officers from Nigeria,
Cameroon and Ghana. Denmark,
Italy and Portugal are also providing
military staff support.

The training teams will be working
together to form what Admiral
Henry “Harry” Ulrich has described
as “a center of excellence” that will
provide customized training. Ulrich,
who heads the U.S. naval forces in
Europe, says primary emphasis will
be on the following maritime con-
cerns:

-- Domain awareness: Can you see
what is out there?

-- Professionalism: Do you have the
right people to support maritime
security and safety?

-- Infrastructure: Is there the right
mix of equipment and training to
support it?

-- Enforcement: Are trained profes-
sionals ready to intervene if
needed?

Ulrich said the idea is to import the
best practices used elsewhere and
set up “a system of systems” so
that Africans will have the full
range of skills “to patrol and main-
tain their own exclusive economic
zones.”

The initiative is supported by the
U.S. National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA), the
U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID), and the U.S. de-
partments of State and Homeland
Security.

African students will be ferried be-

tween their home ports and the Fort
(Continued on page 13)
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Presidential Proclamation on World Freedom Day, 2007

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(San Antonio, Texas)
November 8, 2007

World Freedom Day, 2007

By the President of the United
States of America

A Proclamation

On World Freedom Day, we com-
memorate the fall of the Berlin Wall
and reaffirm our conviction that
freedom is the inalienable right of
every man, woman, and child.

On November 9, 1989, the Berlin
Wall fell -- a triumph of freedom
over those who denied hope and
opportunity to millions. The collapse
of this barrier signaled the demise
of the Soviet empire and ushered in

a new era of liberty for much of
Central and Eastern Europe. In the
end, tyranny was overpowered by
ordinary people who wanted to live
their lives freely, worship God
freely, and speak the truth to their
children. With moral clarity and
courage, brave individuals can
change the course of history.

Our Nation remains committed to
the advance of freedom and democ-
racy as the great alternatives to
repression and radicalism. America
calls on every country that stifles
dissent to end its repression, to
trust its people, and to grant its citi-
zens the liberty they deserve.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W.
BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the
authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United

States, do hereby proclaim Novem-
ber 9, 2007, as World Freedom
Day. | call upon the people of the
United States to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and
activities, reaffirming our dedication
to freedom and democracy.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have
hereunto set my hand this eighth
day of November, in the year of our
Lord two thousand seven, and of
the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred
and thirty-second.

GEORGE W. BUSH

(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
national Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site:
http://usinfo.state.gov)e

Front-Running Presidential Candidates Face High Expectations

By Eric Green
USINFO Staff Writer

Washington -- Front-runners in the
race for U.S. president face a para-
dox: the advantage in leading their
competitors might also be a disad-
vantage.

As Republican consultant Craig
Shirley told USINFO, the inherent
danger for presidential front-runners
is that the "higher up the flagpole
the candidate gets, the more people
can see your backside."

Shirley, who heads the Virginia-
based Shirley and Banister Public
Affairs consulting firm, told USINFO
that presidential front-runners enjoy
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hopeful in 2004, yells after learning he had
placed third in the Towa caucuses.
(AP Images)

more media attention and attract
more campaign contributions and
volunteers "because people natu-
rally gravitate toward winners."

Shirley said the downside, how-
ever, is that more people "take pot-
shots at you." Democratic presi-
dential front-runner Hillary Clinton,
he said, is "finding that out right
now," as is Rudy Giuliani, the Re-
publican leader in most public opin-
ion polls.

"The increased scrutiny of a candi-
date" offers the increased chance
for "potential embarrassment," said
Shirley.

(Continued on page 12)
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Front-Running Presidential Candidates Face High...

(Continued from page 11)

Shirley said the "marketplace"” de-
termines the front-runners, which
comes in the form of financial con-
tributions, the candidate's position
in the polls, the amount of support
the candidate receives from interest
groups and the extent of media
coverage.

Leading the presidential race
"obviously helps in fundraising be-
cause so much money is driven by
name identification” and from being
the front-runner, said Shirley.

Lower-rung candidates have a much
more difficult time raising money,
drawing crowds and getting media
attention, he said. This results, he
said, in the circular reasoning that
voters say they cannot support
such candidates "because nobody's
supporting them."

HOWARD DEAN'S "SCREAM"

Democratic consultant Tony Welch
told USINFO that presidential front-
runners must stay wary of media
who "become all too interested in
knocking" the leaders from their
"perch.”

Welch, from the Dewey Square
Group in Washington, said a prime
example of a front-runner experi-
encing free fall occurred in 2004
when Democrat Howard Dean ut-
tered what was considered a primal
scream after he finished third in the
lowa caucuses to Massachusetts
Senator John Kerry, the Democratic
Party's eventual nominee, and the
second-place finisher, John Ed-
wards.

Following that incident, said Welch,
the media "literally picked" Dean
apart, despite the fact he long had
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been considered the national front-
runner for the party's nomination.

"We'll never know" if that scream
ended Dean's presidential hopes,
said Welch, a former newspaper
reporter in Florida. Welch said
much of the former Vermont gover-
nor's demise can be attributed to
how media outlets repeatedly aired
the "Dean Scream.”

Welch, also a former press
secretary for the Democratic
National Committee, said
Dean's candidacy might have
achieved success if, in fact,
he had been running from
behind. Under that scenario,
Dean might have "weathered
the storm better" with less
attention paid to his mis-
takes, said Welch.

GEORGE ALLEN'S SLUR

paign for re-election against the ulti-
mate winner, Democrat James
Webb.

Better handling of that situation
probably would have meant that the
incident not have been fatal to Al-
len's political career, said Wenzel.

But Allen's "fumbling around" after
he uttered "macaca" showed
"much more about his personality

Following Election Day in 1948, President Harry

Fritz Wenzel, director of com-
munications for the Zogby
International public opinion polling
firm in Washington, told USINFO
that the advantage for presidential
front-runners is that their strengths
are "magnified," but that any weak-
nesses also are magnified with such
Internet Web sites as YouTube,
Dailymotion, and Google Video re-
peatedly showing the candidate's
faux pas.

Wenzel said, however, that Ameri-
can voters "always give a candidate
the benefit of the doubt because
they know everyone makes mis-
takes." He added that it is how the
candidate "responds to the mis-
takes" that "makes or breaks you."

He pointed, for example, to incum-
bent Virginia Senator George Allen,
who uttered in 2006 what was con-
sidered a racial slur during his cam-

Truman displays a newspaper that mistakenly
announced his defeat.

(AP Images)

and character than the incident it-
self," said Wenzel.

Wenzel said Clinton is now trying
"to backtrack” from a perceived
mistake in an October 30 Democ-
ratic candidates debate in Pennsyl-
vania. Her attempts to recover,
said Wenzel, conjure up the political
equivalent of trying to escape from
quicksand -- "the first step in get-
ting out of a hole is to stop dig-

ging."
THE TRUMAN-DEWEY RACE

Perhaps the most publicized case in
recent American political history of
a supposed front-runner losing oc-
curred in the 1948 election be-
tween incumbent Democratic Presi-
dent Harry Truman and his Republi-
(Continued on page 13)
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U.S. Ship To Host Multinational Experts off...

(Continued from page 10)

McHenry on a high-speed Swift
boat. In a port call to Limbe, Cam-
eroon, in December, 100 Cameroo-
nians will embark for a two-week
session for leadership and personnel
training.

SHARED VISION THROUGH JOINT
ENGAGEMENT

“We’'re looking forward to working
with our partner nations in the Gulf
of Guinea, exchanging ideas ... and
further strengthening our ties,”
Nowell said. Passengers also will
conduct community outreach by
renovating local schools and medi-
cal clinics.

David Zimmerman, chief of security
cooperation for the U.S. Coast
Guard, told USINFO that its training
will focus on port security, maritime
law enforcement and small boat
operations. Expertise in small boat
tactics is particularly valuable, he

Front-Running Presidential Candidates Face High...

(Continued from page 12)

can challenger, New York Governor
Thomas Dewey.

Almost all polls and pundits de-
clared Dewey the easy winner, with
an infamous Chicago Daily Tribune
headline before the polls closed er-
roneously pronouncing him the new
president.

Shirley attributes Dewey's loss to
Dewey running a "terrible cam-

paign,” and his premature halt to
campaigning when he believed he
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said, for river and port security and
coastal border patrol.

The Coast Guard will be providing a
rotating team of four trainers and a
staff officer. The continuous pres-
ence of the Fort McHenry will allow
them, and other trainers, to rein-
force what they have taught stu-
dents with follow-up training.

Lieutenant Commander Peter Niles,
a Coast Guard training manager,
told USINFO that most of the coun-
tries the Fort McHenry is visiting
already have an ongoing partnership
with the Coast Guard through U.S.
security assistance programs.

NOAA will train 30 Ghanaians in
the spring to improve scientific data
collection and the monitoring of fish
catches. The training also will fo-
cus on endangered species, such as
sea turtles, that should not be
caught.

NOAA spokeswoman Monica Allen

would win easily. Meanwhile, Tru-
man campaigned aggressively and
convinced the American people that
Dewey was part of a Republican-led
"do-nothing Congress.” Both
Shirley and Wenzel said Americans
voted for "stability" with Truman
instead of "change" as represented
by Dewey.

Wenzel says that polling methods in
1948 were far less sophisticated
than today, when new technology
and daily tracking polls result in
much more accurate forecasts.
Wenzel indicated the political world

told USINFO that her agency has
scientific and safety equipment on-
board, but the trainers will join the
ship in 2008. She said its activities
support an important goal of the
National Fishery Conservation Act
calling on the agency to enhance
international fishery cooperation.

USAID’s personnel are not sailing
with the ship, but will team up
when it visits countries where there
is a mission, such as Liberia, Sene-
gal and Ghana. USAID plans to
hold a bird flu conference in Ghana,
and there are tentative plans to do-
nate veterinary lab equipment.

See video ( http://www.wvec.com/
video/military-index.html?
nvid=184813 ) of crew from the
USS Fort McHenry in training before
Gulf of Guinea deployment.

(USINFO is a product of the Bureau
of International Information Pro-
grams, U.S. Department of State.
Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)+

was taken by surprise in 1948 be-
cause the final polls, taken several
weeks before the election, missed
the fast-moving surge in voter sen-
timent for Truman.

For related stories, see U.S. Elec-
tions ( http://usinfo.state.gov/
politics/elections/ ).

(USINFO is a product of the Bureau
of International Information Pro-
grams, U.S. Department of State.
Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)+
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Record Numbers of U.S. Students Are Studying Abroad

By Jeffrey Thomas
USINFO Staff Writer

Washington -- The number of
Americans studying abroad -- which
has risen 150 percent in the past
decade -- continues to set records,
rising 8.5 percent in 2005-2006,
according to the Institute of Interna-

Michigan State University senior Xinh
Pham studied in Tanzania in 2006.
( AP Images)

tional Education’s (lIE) 2007 report
on international education ex-
change.

“The opportunity for more young
Americans to study abroad is a goal
shared by the president, the secre-
tary of state, and leaders in Con-
gress, industry and academia,” IIE
President Allan E. Goodman said in
issuing the report, Open Doors
2007.

A record number of U.S. students
studied in other countries during the
2005-2006 academic year, accord-
ing to Open Doors 2007. In 2005-
2006, some 223,534 U.S. college
students received credit for study-
ing in other countries, an 8.5 per-
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cent increase from the 2004-2005
academic year, the report says. In
1995-1996, some 90,000 U.S. stu-
dents studied abroad.

“A wide range of successful activi-
ties sponsored by the U.S. Depart-
ment of State help U.S. students to
gain access to substantive interna-
tional experience,” said Under Sec-
retary of State for Public Diplomacy
and Public Affairs Karen Hughes,
citing as examples the Fulbright
U.S. Student Program, the Gilman
Scholarships for undergraduates
and the new National Security Lan-
guage Initiative programs focused
on language learning.

Hughes expressed special pride in
the Gilman scholarships -- named
for former House International Rela-
tions Committee Chairman Benjamin
A. Gilman -- because, “by reaching
out to students of more modest
means, it has produced truly re-
markable gains in the numbers of
U.S. citizens from minority commu-
nities who now can aspire to the
life-changing experience of study
abroad.”

The National Security Language Ini-
tiative (NSLI), which President Bush
launched in 2006, is an effort by
government agencies to increase
dramatically the number of Ameri-
cans learning critically needed for-
eign languages such as Arabic, Chi-
nese, Russian, Hindi, Persian and
others through new and expanded
programs from kindergarten through
university and into the work force.
The NSLI intensive language study
scholarships “show America’s re-
spect for other cultures ... while
demonstrating our commitment to
building language skills for our citi-
zens,” Hughes said.

The president requested $114 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2007 to pay for

the NSLI effort. (See related article
( http://usinfo.state.gov/scv/
Archive/2006/Jan/06-
841144.html ).)

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
has said that studying these lan-
guages, “expands young people’s
opportunities, enriches their lives,
and demonstrates our respect for
other cultures.”

The State Department’s Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs
(ECA) funds the annual Open Doors
study, which is based on a survey
by IIE of nearly 3,000 accredited
U.S. educational institutions. lIE is a
nonprofit educational and cultural
exchange organization based in
New York City.

IIE reports in Open Doors 2007
that, while Europe remains the most
popular destination for U.S. stu-
dents, the strongest growth took
place in other regions: the Middle
East (up 31 percent), Asia (up 26
percent), Africa (up 19 percent) and
Latin America (up 14 percent).

Top destinations for U.S. students
remained the United Kingdom, lItaly,
Spain, France and Australia. The
study found double-digit increases
in the number of U.S. students
studying in seven of the top 20
destinations, including China (up 38
percent), Costa Rica (up 13 per-
cent), Greece (up 32 percent), Ar-
gentina (up 42 percent), Czech Re-
public (up 14 percent), Brazil (up 17
percent) and Ecuador (up 27 per-
cent).

The study also found noteworthy
increases in students studying in
India (2,115, up 20 percent), Israel
(1,981, up 22.5 percent), Peru
(1,135, up 31 percent), South Ko-
rea (1,267, up 32 percent), Belgium
(Continued on page 23)
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Foreign Students Enhance Global Outlook at U.S. High School

By Lauren Monsen
USINFO Staff Writer

Washington -- Every year, high
schools across the United States
welcome foreign-exchange students
into their classrooms, but at Wash-
ington International School (WIS),
the student body itself is a micro-
cosm of the global community --
and WIS exchange students further

INTERPLAY OF CULTURES AND
TRADITIONS

WIS exchange students enter the
11th grade when they arrive, and
they live with host families whose
children attend the school. Typi-
cally, the exchange students have
not visited the United States before,
so their WIS experience is usually
their introduction to American life

enhance the cosmopolitan mix.

An independent, private institu-
tion that educates children from
pre-kindergarten through 12th
grade, WIS draws “about 50 per- £
cent” of its students from
“families that are longtime resi-
dents of the Washington area,”
according to Kate Meenan-
Waugh, director of global initia-
tives and service learning at WIS.
The rest of the students mostly
are the children of diplomats or
World Bank and Inter-American
Development Bank officials, she
told USINFO.

Students, parents and faculty at
WIS represent a total of 99 coun-
tries, so the students are accus-
tomed to meeting and interacting
with people of different back-
grounds, said Meenan-Waugh. WIS
also brings in two foreign-exchange
students annually, recruited through
the American Secondary Schools
for International Schools and Teach-
ers (ASSIST) program.

ASSIST, a nonprofit educational
and cultural exchange organization,
accepts applications from out-
standing students all over the
world, “and we request students
from certain regions that are not
usually represented” at WIS,
Meenan-Waugh said. For the 2007-
2008 academic year, WIS has en-
rolled foreign-exchange students
from Moldova and China.
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tribesmen.

Students at Washington International School
celebrate Africa Day, with help from visiting Masai

and the U.S. education system,
Meenan-Waugh said.

“Most of them adjust very well,”
she said. “They come with a certain
eagerness; they’re open to new en-
vironments and experiences.” Be-
cause they are academically accom-
plished and can speak English,
“they hit the ground running” once
they begin classes at WIS, she ob-
served. The exchange students fol-
low the same curriculum as their
WIS peers, and they contribute to
the lively interplay of cultures, tradi-
tions and ideas for which the school
is known.

The foreign-exchange program
benefits everyone at WIS, said
Meenan-Waugh. Students who
have been attending an international
school for years “can become very
complacent and smug, thinking that

(Photo courtesy of WIS)

they already know what it means to
be from somewhere else,” but they
inevitably learn a great deal from
their new classmates. And ex-
change students often find that
their preconceived notions about
the United States -- and about
Americans -- are inaccurate.

“One [exchange] student assumed
that the math course would be easy
because she’d heard that
math is not too rigorous” in
U.S. schools, Meenan-Waugh
recalled. However, the So-
cratic approach to lessons at
WIS -- which involves posing
thoughtful questions that
help students develop critical
thinking skills -- disconcerted
2 the girl “for the first couple of
a months. But once she got
7 used to it, she loved it.”

Because WIS has fewer than
900 students, “our class
sizes are relatively small,”
Meenan-Waugh said. The
largest classes generally have no
more than 20 students, and some
English classes have only four or
five students. As a result, students
receive plenty of individual attention
from teachers, which is a novelty to
foreign-exchange students accus-
tomed to crowded, impersonal
classrooms, said Meenan-Waugh.
WIS exchange students “tell us that
they enjoy getting to know their
teachers and having close friend-
ships with them. They're surprised
to see teachers coaching sports
teams and being very involved in
the life of the school.”

EDUCATION OF “WELL-ROUNDED
INDIVIDUALS”

Many exchange students develop

lasting friendships with their peers

at WIS and with their host families.
(Continued on page 22)
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International Education Week

U.S. Department of State
And U.S. Department of Education
November 13-17, 2007

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION
WEEK FACT SHEET

International Education Week (IEW)
was first held in 2000 and today, is
celebrated in more than 100 coun-
tries worldwide. The Departments
of State and Education initiated IEW
as part of their efforts to move
ahead on the issue of implementing
U.S. international education policy.

IEW is an opportunity to celebrate
the benefits of international educa-
tion and exchange worldwide. This
joint annual initiative is part of an
effort to promote international un-
derstanding and build support for
international educational exchange,
as well as encourage the develop-
ment of programs that prepare
Americans to live and work in a
global environment and attract fu-
ture leaders from abroad to study in
the United States.

Exchanges are critical in developing
mutual understanding and respect,
building leadership abroad, fostering

an appreciation for the
U.S., and investing in the
future relationship between
Americans and citizens
around the world.

International education pre-
pares U.S. citizens to live,
work, and compete in the
global economy.

More than 565,000 inter-
national students from over
200 countries study in the
U.S. each year.

International education is also a
vital service industry, bringing more
than $13 billion into our country
annually.

88% of American college students
believe international education will

give them a competitive advantage
in the workplace.

Almost 90% of American college
students believe having interna-
tional students on campus enriches
their own learning experience.

The more than 32,500 students,

INTERMATIONAL
EDUCATION
WEEK 2007/
November 12-16

I4.5. ﬂe']t of State
I1.5. U.:Fi. of Education

Contact us = Searnch

pants that the Department of
State's Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs supports are in the
vanguard of the hundreds of thou-
sands of students and scholars who
come to the U.S. each year and the
191,000 Americans who study
abroad.

International cooperation on educa-
tion contributes to education reform
and education solutions for the U.S.
and for our partner nations.

(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
national Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site:

scholars and other exchange partici- http://usinfo.state.gov)s

Statement on November 6 Terrorist Attack in Afghanistan

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
November 6, 2007

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SEC-
RETARY

The terrorist attack today in Af-
ghanistan is a despicable act of
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cowardice and it reminds us who
the enemy is — extremists with evil
in their hearts who target innocent
Muslim men, women and children.
The President expresses his sorrow
for the grieving families of the vic-
tims, and he is committed to work-
ing with the Government of Af-
ghanistan and our NATO allies to

fight the terrorists who use murder
to advance their hateful ideology.

(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
national Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site:
http://usinfo.state.gov)e
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Promoting Human Rights in North Korea Requires Attention, Action

By Deidra Avendasora
USINFO Staff Writer

Washington -- Advancing the hu-
man rights of the North Korean peo-
ple will require the free nations of
the world to continue taking an in-
terest in promoting those rights,
says Christian Whiton, the presi-
dent’s deputy special envoy for hu-
man rights in North Korea.

In an address to the Transatlantic
Institute in Brussels, Belgium, No-
vember 6, Whiton catalogued

abuses that often go unnoticed by
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South Korean students pass by a picture
showing security guards arresting a North
Korean asylum seeker in Beijing.

(AP Images)

the world due to North Korea's iso-
lation and asked countries to sup-
port relevant U.N. resolutions, pro-
vide assistance to North Korean
refugees and support radio broad-
casts of accurate information.

"With North Korea," he said, "there
is so much attention paid to nuclear
issue that often human rights gets
only a passing mention. Many peo-
ple are generally aware that North
Korea is a closed-off nation where
human rights are abused systemati-
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cally. But what exactly are we deal-
ing with?"

Whiton said the latest State Depart-
ment human rights report docu-
ments the fact that the Pyongyang
regime engages in extrajudicial kill-
ings and is responsible for disap-
pearances and arbitrary detention.
"Prisoners in North Korea face life-
threatening conditions, torture,
forced abortions and infanticide,"
he said. "There is a complete denial
of fair trial, freedom of speech,
press, and assembly. The practice
of faith and religious belief is sup-
pressed. There is no freedom of
movement or emigration. Prisoners
are sentenced to death for such ill-
defined offenses as ‘ideological di-
vergence,’ ‘opposing socialism,’
and ‘counterrevolutionary crimes,’”
Whiton said.

As many as 200,000 North Koreans
are detained in political concentra-
tion camps, Whiton said. “Some
people are there for no reason other
than being related to someone ac-
cused of disloyalty. Many of these
prisoners are not expected to sur-
vive their internment.”

According everyone, inalienable hu-
man rights “is a worthy end in and
of itself,” Whiton said, but it also
enhances regional security. “Even
repressive regimes without stated
ambitions of conquest and expan-
sion cause problems for their
neighbors. For example, the illegiti-
mate, unelected junta that runs
Burma, in addition to creating an
economic and humanitarian black
hole in the heart of Southeast Asia,
has caused a refugee crisis that
puts serious strains on its
neighbors,” he said.

Whiton urged all nations to do more
than simply talk about human rights
concerns. He encouraged countries

to acknowledge the existence of
serious abuses by backing U.N.
resolutions that condemn such
abuses.

“These resolutions have passed
with good margins in years past,
and we hope to see support grow
again this year,” he said.

Whiton also asked neighboring
countries, particularly China, to as-
sist North Korean refugees.

“Many thousands of North Koreans
have fled to China, especially begin-
ning after a famine in the mid-90s,
which is believed to have killed 1-2
million North Koreans,” Whiton
said. “[The refugees] are unable to
appeal to authorities in China and
some of the other countries where
they are present -- making them
susceptible to exploitation, such as
being trafficked into servitude, or
blackmailed.”

Whiton also recommended radio
broadcasts as the most promising
method for providing accurate infor-
mation to the people of North Ko-
rea.

"Veterans of repressive regimes in
Eastern Europe and elsewhere have
spoken of the positive effect that
accurate information from the free
world had on them," he said. "One
consequence of the regime's con-
trol of information and improbable
message is that it takes but a
glimpse of the outside world and
reality to open eyes to the truth
about North Korea."

(USINFO is a product of the Bureau
of International Information Pro-
grams, U.S. Department of State.
Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov/)+

Weekly Special Report




U.S. Humanitarian Assistance for Displaced Iraqis

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Office of the Spokesman
November 9, 2007

UNHCR announced its intention in
February to refer approximately
20,000 Iragis to resettlement coun-
tries during calendar year 2007,
with over half that number to the
USRAP. In February, the U.S. Gov-
ernment had virtually no refugee
processing infrastructure in the two
major asylum countries, Syria and
Jordan. Since then, USRAP entities
have established processing facili-
ties, hired and trained local and in-
ternational staff, and prepared
cases for presentation to adjudica-
tors from the Department of Home-
land Security (DHS).

Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice appointed Ambassador James
Foley as the Senior Coordinator for
Iraqi Refugee Issues. He is working
with the Irag Refugee and Internally
Displaced Persons Task Force,
which is chaired by Under Secretary
of State for Democracy and Global
Affairs Paula Dobriansky, and other
government agencies to continue
expanding our response.

FACT SHEET UPDATE

United States Humanitarian Assis-
tance for Displaced Iraqis

The U.S. Government has in-
creased humanitarian assistance for
Iragis from $43 million in 2006 to
almost $200 million in 2007. U.S. GOVERNMENT Funding
for Humanitarian Assistance — 2007
Since 2003, the U.S. Government (in millions)
has been the single largest contribu-
tor of humanitarian assistance for

Iragis.

State Department/Near Eastern Af-
fairs Bureau supplement to the De-
partment Scholar Rescue fund
grant; USAID support to Jordanian
government to reinforce ongoing

UNHCR and U.S. embassies have
referred more than 13,000 Iraqis to
the USRAP for resettlement consid-
$39 million to the $130 million eration. Additionally, in Jordan and
United Nations Education ap- " e wmmpeny EOYPt, direct access to the US-
peal, which aims to enroll an AR 7. [ H7 RAPis available to direct-hire em-
additional 150,000 Iraqi children | v | ' . | ployees of the U.S. Mission in
in Jordanian and Syrian schools. ' "5 Irag and interpreters/ translators
working for the U.S. Government
or U.S. Government contractors.

The U.S. Government contributed

Assistant Secretary for Popula- b
tion, Refugees, and Migration

(PRM) Ellen R. Sauerbrey has
led efforts increasing support to

UN agencies and non- :
governmental organizations

f The Department of Homeland

Security’s Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services (DHS/USCIS)
completed interviews of approxi-
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Hussein Shawkat and his wife Khayriya Shallal, both
refugees from Fallyjah, drink tea in their makeshift
home in Baghdad. More than 150 families displaced by
sectarian violence and war took refuge at the bar-
racks. (AP Images)

(NGOs) responding to humani-
tarian needs of Iraqgi refugees in
the region.

mately 4,500 Iraqis during FY
2007. Interviews are continuing
at an accelerated pace in FY
2008, with the cooperation and

U.S. Agency for International support of host governments.

Development (USAID) programs
support thousands of internally dis-
placed persons (IDP) and other at-
risk beneficiaries inside Iraq through
activities such as provision of emer-
gency relief supplies, water sys-
tems, and infrastructure rehabilita-
tion for host communities, small-
scale livelihood activities, and sup-
port for mobile medical teams and
emergency health.
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health and education programs in

During FY 2007, 1,608 Iraqi refu-

communities affected by large num- gees arrived in the U.S. for perma-

bers of Iraqi refugees
Refugee Processing for Iraqis

Since February 2007, the U.S.
Refugee Admissions Program
(USRAP) expanded processing for
Iraqi refugee applicants in Jordan,
Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Turkey and
Lebanon.

nent resettlement.

The total number of Iraqi refugee
arrivals in FY 2007 represents an
eight-fold increase over the number
of arrivals in FY 2006.

With necessary USRAP facilities
(Continued on page 22)
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Discovery Mission Readies Station for International Partner Labs

By Cheryl Pellerin
USINFO Staff Writer

Washington — With the International
Space Station's Harmony module
set for docking by the European and
Japanese laboratories, and sections
of the station's truss and solar ar-
rays moved and working, Space
Shuttle Discovery's crew returned
to Earth November 7, the shuttle
glinting in Florida's midday sun.

The 15-day, 10-million-kilometer
STS-120 mission, which began Oc-
tober 23, continued construction of
the orbital outpost by delivering the
Harmony module, relocating a truss
and completing four spacewalks —
including an unexpected foray by
astronauts Scott Parazynski and
Doug Wheelock outside the station
to repair a torn solar array.

"The whole agency had to pull to-
gether for this particular mission,"
Discovery Commander Pam Melroy
said in a briefing from the runway
next to Discovery. "We did a pretty
amazing EVA [extravehicular activ-
ity] and that was very exciting. It
was a thrilling day for both the
space shuttle and the space station
programs, vindicating both pro-
grams and their purpose and their
flexibility in space.”

"Having determined that it is impor-
tant to expand the human range of
capability through human space-
flight on this new frontier,” NASA
Administrator Mike Griffin said dur-
ing a post-landing briefing, "it's a
special kind of achievement to
watch people tackling a contin-
gency problem, planning on the fly,
on the ground and in the air, to be
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able to cope with problems and
watching them come out ahead of
the game."

Discovery also delivered to the
space station astronaut Daniel Tani,
who joined the Expedition 16 crew,
replacing Clay Anderson. Anderson
returned to Earth aboard Discovery
after nearly 152 days on the sta-
tion. He launched with the STS-117
crew on Atlantis in June. (See re-
lated article ( http://
usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/
display.html?p = washfile-

enlish&y =2007&m =June&x =200
70609110202cnirelleP0.82807586).

The European Space Agency's
(ESA) laboratory module Columbia
will arrive at the space station in
December aboard Atlantis, and the
Japanese experiment logistics mod-
ule Kibo will arrive early in 2008.

UNEXPECTED REPAIR

Using a few pieces of aluminum
and a little wire, mission specialist
Scott Parazynski repaired a dam-
aged solar array on the space sta-
tion during a seven-hour, 19-minute
spacewalk.

Parazynski and astronaut Doug
Wheelock left the station and spent
90 minutes riding the station's ro-
botic arm out to the torn array —
about 50 meters down the station's
truss and just over 27 meters up to
the damage.

Once there, Parazynski cut a
snagged wire and installed home-
made stabilizers to strengthen the
array's structure and stability near
the damage. Wheelock helped from

the truss by keeping an eye on the
distance between Parazynski and
the array.

They completed the repair then
stood back to watch for complica-
tions as flight controllers on the
ground finished deploying the array.
Fifteen minutes and 13 computer
commands later, the array was ex-
tended, and Parazynski and Whee-
lock then made their way back to
the station's airlock.

ATLANTIS LAUNCH

On November 10, three days after
Discovery's landing, Atlantis will
roll out to the launch pad at Ken-
nedy Space Center in Florida. Atlan-
tis is targeted to launch December
6 to deliver the European Space
Agency (ESA) Columbus science
module during the 11-day STS-122
mission.

Steve Frick will command Atlantis’
seven-member crew, which in-
cludes pilot Alan Poindexter; mis-
sion specialists Rex Walheim,
Stanley Love, Leland Melvin and
ESA astronauts Hans Schlegel and
Leopold Eyharts.

Eyharts will replace Expedition 16
flight engineer Daniel Tani and re-
main aboard the station as a mem-
ber of the Expedition 16 crew. Tani
will return to Earth with the STS-
122 crew.

In November, the space station
crew will conduct three spacewalks
and robotically move two compo-
nents to prepare for Columbus' arri-
val.

(Continued on page 21)
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International Health Ministers Plan for Global Preparedness

By Cheryl Pellerin
USINFO Staff Writer

Washington -- As the human toll
from avian influenza grows and the
threat of bioterrorism rivets world
attention on emergency capacities
of medical systems everywhere,
health officials from eight nations
are planning a more secure future.

The Global Health Security Initiative
(GHSI) is an informal, voluntary
partnership whose members met in
Washington November 1-2 to re-
view preparedness initiatives for
responding to threats of biological,
chemical and radio-nuclear terror-
ism; pandemic influenza; food and
product safety; and other public
health emergencies.
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An Indonesian official
throws a slaughtered
chicken, culled to stop
the spread of bird flu,
into a hole to be
burned. (AP Images)

Members are health ministers from
Canada, France, Germany, ltaly and
the United Kingdom; health secre-
taries from Japan, Mexico and the
United States; and the European
Union (EU) health commissioner.
The World Health Organization
serves as an expert adviser to the
GHSI.
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“Today, we completed a risk analy-
sis to focus the priorities toward
the most pressing threats in health
security,” Mike Leavitt, secretary of
the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, said during a No-
vember 2 press briefing. “Based on
that analysis, we agreed on a stra-
tegic plan that includes specific ob-
jectives and actions that we’ll take
over the next 12 months.”

According to a Ministerial State-
ment released November 2, the
members agreed to:

Maintain strong technical coopera-
tion on common risks and threats;

Identify emerging issues and coor-
dinating policy-development proc-
esses to address chemical,
biological and radio-nuclear
threats;

Strengthen risk-
communication strategies
within and among members;

Address threats through re-
| search and development of
novel medical countermea-
sures and explore options for
expanded access to needed
countermeasures; and

A cleanup crew waits to
shower during a 2001 an-
thrax decontamination of a
Florida building where one
worker died. (AP Images)

Strengthen the partnership
as a forum for discussing
global health security and
public health issues of com-
mon concern, such as pan-
demic influenza.

“The European Commission believes
this initiative is very important in its
own right,” said EU Commissioner
for Health Markos Kyprianou. “It's
an important forum and it offers an
opportunity to discuss common
threats and responses to these

threats, which to be effective, have
to be coordinated.”

The GHSI originated after the terror-
ist attacks of September 11, 2001,
and the subsequent anthrax at-
tacks, when the U.S. government
called for a regular opportunity for
the health ministers of major indus-
trialized nations to meet and ex-
change ideas.

Chemical, biological and radio-
nuclear terrorism was the initial fo-
cus, but in 2002, in conjunction
with WHO and other international
organizations, the GHSI added pan-
demic influenza to its list of global
threats.

In the ministerial statement, GHSI
members reinforced the importance
of sharing flu viruses quickly and
transparently, as called for by the
revised International Health Regula-
tions. (See related article ( http://
usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/
display.html?p = washfile-

eng-

lish&y =2007&m =May&x =20070
514163238lcnirellep0.4197657 ).)

The members, Leavitt said,
“affirmed the conviction that shar-
ing flu samples in a free and open
way is an important and critical part
of fighting disease generally, and
restated our support” for the Global
Influenza Surveillance Network.

(USINFO is a product of the Bureau
of International Information Pro-
grams, U.S. Department of State.
Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)+

Weekly Special Report




Discovery Mission Readies Station for International...

(Continued from page 19) phase of its exploration strategy — begin March 1, 2008. The institute
landing crews and cargo on the sur- will augment established NASA-
face of the moon.” funded lunar science investigations

With Atlantis' December launch, 12 by encouraging the formation of

shuttle missions remain to complete NASA's Constellation Program is interdisciplinary research teams that

the International Space Station be- working to send astronauts to the  are larger than those now at work
fore the shuttle is retired in in lunar science.

2010. The fifth and final servic-

ing mission for the Hubble The latest information about the

Space Telescope, an interna- shuttle mission ( http://

tional cooperative project be-
tween NASA and ESA, is
scheduled for September 10,
2008.

www.nasa.gov/shuttle ) and the
space station ( http://
www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/
station/main/index.html ) is
available on the NASA Web
BACK TO THE MOON ) site.
On October 30, NASA an-
nounced the agency centers
that will be responsible for spe-
cific work to enable astronauts
to explore the moon, and a plan
to establish a new lunar science
institute.

For additional information on
international partnerships in
space, see Science and Tech-
nology ( http://usinfo.state.gov/
gi/global_issues/scitech.html ).

(USINFO is a product of the Bu-
reau of International Information

The new assignments cover Space shuttle Discovery lands at the Kennedy Programs, U.S. Department of
elements of the lunar lander and Space Center in Florida November 7 after a State. Web site: http://
lunar surface operations. The 15-day mission. (AP Images) usinfo.state.gov)+

agency also announced work

assignments for Ares V, a heavy-lift moon, where they plan to set up a

rocket for lunar missions. lunar outpost to prepare for human
exploration further into the solar

"NASA's Constellation Program is  system.

making real progress toward send-

ing astronauts to the moon,"” Rick  The first crewed flight of the Orion

Gilbrech, NASA associate adminis- spacecraft, aboard an Ares | rocket,

trator for Exploration Systems, said is scheduled for 2015. Astronauts

in a statement. "Work on our new  are scheduled to return to the moon

fleet of rockets and spacecraft, by 2020.

Ares | and Orion, is already well

under way. With these new assign- For NASA's new Lunar Science In-

ments, NASA will launch the next stitute, operations are expected to
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Foreign Students Enhance Global Outlook at U.S....

(Continued from page 15)

“They often stay in touch,” said
Meenan-Waugh.

“Some will apply to U.S. universi-
ties, too,” even if they must rely on
financial aid to pursue a U.S. de-
gree, she added.

WIS offers a liberal-arts education
designed to produce “well-rounded
individuals,” described by the
school as “athletes who perform in
the school musical, artists who ex-
cel as scientists, calculus students
who read Cervantes in the original
language.”

A commitment to intellectual curios-
ity, global citizenship and reciproc-

ity starts early, according to
Meenan-Waugh. In addition to host-
ing annually two 11th-grade for-
eign-exchange students for the en-
tire academic year, WIS has devel-
oped a short-term exchange pro-
gram for its middle-schoolers. “Our
8th-graders spend 10 days in ex-
changes in target countries, where
they speak the languages they’ve
been studying in school,” Meenan-
Waugh explained. “Later, the kids
will host a student from one of the
families they stayed with.”

Foreign-exchange students have
been overwhelmingly positive in
assessing the WIS program, and
their presence reinforces the
school’s international focus. “These
students,” said Meenan-Waugh,

U.S. Humanitarian Assistance for Displaced ...

(Continued from page 18)

and personnel now in place, we
expect that the number of Iraqis
admitted to the United States as
refugees should increase signifi-
cantly.

The U.S. Government is aiming to
admit as many as 12,000 Iraqi refu-
gees over the next fiscal year be-
tween October 1, 2007, and Sep-
tember 30, 2008 (FY08). As we
have noted earlier, the number of
arrivals each month will fluctuate.
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In October 2007, the first month
of FY08, 450 Iraqi refugees arrived
in the United States.

Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs) and
Immigrant Visas (IVs) for Iraqis

Apart from these refugee admis-
sions numbers, in FY 2007 the
United States issued immigrant vi-
sas for more than 2,300 additional
Iraqis.

821 of these were special immi-
grant visas through our special ad-
missions program for translator and

“are an essential part of our school
community.”

More information ( http://
www.wis.edu/home/ ) about WIS is
available on the school’s Web site.
To learn about the application proc-
ess for student and teacher ex-
change programs ( http://
www.assist-inc.org/ ), visit the AS-
SIST Web site.

(USINFO is a product of the Bureau
of International Information Pro-
grams, U.S. Department of State.
Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)+

interpreters who assisted the
United States. This number in-
cludes 429 principal applicants and
392 family members.

The other 1,520-plus Iraqis were
issued other types of immigrant
visas that permit them to move per-
manently to the United States.

(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
national Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site:
http://usinfo.state.gov)+
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Economic Progress in Africa Focus of Secretary...

(Continued from page 9)

Khayelitsha Cookie Company, which
is creating important job opportuni-
ties, especially for women.

In Ghana, Paulson will visit the
Ghana Stock Exchange and partici-
pate in a round table discussion with
bankers from Ghana and elsewhere
in the region. He also will meet with
President John Kufuor to review
Ghana’s economic progress and
then travel to Akosombo Dam,
where he will talk about the critical
role infrastructure plays in the Afri-
can development process.
“Akosombo Dam is the source of
more than 50 percent of Ghana’s
energy,” Saeed reminded the report-
ers, and, as such, is an important
source of economic development.

mbassy-9°V

The overarching theme of Paulson’s
trip, Saeed concluded, is to “shine a
light on those changes that are tak-
ing place in Africa, have been taking
place for some time in terms of im-
plementing fundamentally sound
economic policies, and those
changes which are now bearing fruit
.. and talking about how we can
partner with those who have a real
commitment to reform.”

(USINFO is a product of the Bureau
of International Information Pro-
grams, U.S. Department of State.
Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)+

Record Numbers of U.S. Students Are Studying . ..

(Continued from page 14)

(1,126, up 28.5 percent), Domini-
can Republic (922, up 27 percent),
Hong Kong (915, up 22 percent),
Tanzania (557, up 19 percent),
Turkey (694, up 53 percent), Viet-
nam (390, up 13 percent) and Jor-
dan (309, up 81percent).

Most U.S. students studying
abroad participated in programs of
eight weeks or less, 37 percent in
programs lasting an entire semes-
ter, and 5.5 percent in programs
lasting an entire year or longer, the
study said.

While the largest U.S. universities
(led by New York University) are
the largest senders of students for
study abroad in terms of sheer
numbers, 18 smaller institutions

send more than 80 percent of their
students on such programs: Austin
College, Centre College, Colby Col-

lege, Colorado College, DePauw

University, Dickinson College, Earl-
ham College, Elon University, Hart-

wick College, Kalamazoo College,
Lee University, Lewis and Clark
College, Linfield College, Luther
College, St. Olaf College, Transyl-
vania University, Willamette Uni-
versity and Wofford College.

The top three majors of U.S. stu-
dents studying abroad are the so-
cial sciences, business and man-

agement, and humanities, accord-
ing to Open Doors 2007.

Open Doors was released at the
beginning of the eighth annual In-
ternational Education Week, which
is sponsored jointly by the Depart-

ment of State and the Department
of Education. The purpose of Inter-
national Education Week, accord-
ing to Rice, is “to highlight the
critical role of education in our ef-
forts to secure a bright future
based on international partnership
and understanding.”

For additional information on
studying in the United States, see
the ECA’s EducationUSA ( http://
www.educationusa.state.gov/ )
Web site.

(USINFO is a product of the Bu-
reau of International Information
Programs, U.S. Department of
State. Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov)+




