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U.S. Government Launches
HIV/AIDS Resource Fair

Keeping the Promise to Defeat AIDS in Ethiopia

Addis Ababa (U.S. Em-
bassy) — The U.S. Em-
bassy launched a National
HIV/AIDS

Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, H.E. Dr. Tedros
Adhanom, Minister of

Health, Ato Nigatu

Mereke, Head of the

National HIV/AIDS Pre-
vention

Resource 'ID': I"I‘F and Con-
Fair on No- rship HI iv/AIDS § N trol office,
vember 30 defe'ﬂl HIY/ H.E. Mr.
at the yEAD Brian
Sheraton Moran,
Hotel as Acting
part of this Deputy
year’s Chief of
World AIDS ® Mission,
Day cele- 1§ | American
bration. The i Embassy,
event was = Mr. Wil-
held in the | H.E. President Girma W/Giorgis (center), Mr. Brian liam Ham-
presence of | Moran (second from right), Dr. Tedros Adhanom (second |mink, Di-
H.E. Ato from left), Mr. Jason Heffner (far left) and Ato Nigatu |rector of
Girma W. Mereke (far right) at the launch ceremony. us
Giorgis, Agency
President of the Federal (Continued on page2)

United States Will Spend $3.2
Billion on AIDS Relief in 2006

By Charlene Porter
Washington File Staff
Writer

Washington — The
United States will devote
$3.2 billion to interna-
tional HIV/AIDS relief in
2006, in the third year of
funding for the five-year,
$15 billion program first
outlined by President
Bush in 2003.

“We are absolutely keep-
ing the promise the presi-
dent made in terms of the
financial commitment and
also the results,” said Dr.
Mark Dybul, deputy global
AIDS coordinator Novem-
ber 30 at a Washington
briefing called in recogni-
tion of World AIDS Day.

Dybul said the U.S. hi-
partisan commitment to
the international AIDS
relief plan is strong, and
the $3.2 billion annual
allocation for AIDS — the
highest ever made by the
United States or any na-
tion -- is assured, al-
though the Congress has
yet to take final action

(Continued on page 3)
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US Government Launches HIV/AIDS Resource Fair . ..

(Continued from page1) Health (FMOH), the HIV/AIDS Pre- taries, Music CDs, campaign mate-
for International Development, Dr. vention and Control Office rials, Kits, etc. were produced in
Tadesse Wuhib, Director of the US (HAPCO), and their regional print, audio-visual, electronic, and
Centers for Disease Control and equivalents in the fight against web formats.

Prevention, representatives of HIV/AIDS in Ethiopia.
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The USG-Ethiopia

partners, in collabo-
ration Wlth HAPCO and the FMOH,
sponsored the Resource Fair to
provide all organiza-
tions working on
HIV/AIDS a chance

‘i?"_’to view, learn, and
-i

CDC Ethiopia

organizations working on
HIV/AIDS, and other invited
guests .

collect samples of
these materials for
use in their respec-
tive areas of work.
The event also signi-

The Fair exhibited more
than 150 materials on HIV/
AIDS prevention, care, and
treatment produced by vari-
ous organizations over the
past few years under the fies the continuing
support of President Bush’s commitment of the

Emergency Plan for AIDS UNICEF's M B i i<t DR. Tedros Adh United States Gov-
Relief (PEPFAR). The Cen- s Mr. Bjorn Lyungaqvis - 1 edros anom, ernment in keeping

ters for Disease Control and Ato Nigatu Mereke and Dr. Tadesse Wuhib at a press the promise to con-
Prevention (CDC), the conference on November 30. tinue the fight
Agency for International De- against HIV/AIDS -
velopment (USAID), the Depart- As part of this support to fight the theme of this year’s World
ment of Defense (DoD) and their  against the pandemic, various ma- AIDS Day. ¢

respective partners have been sup- terials including publications, re-

porting the Federal Ministry of ports, job aids, manuals, documen-
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United States Will Spend $3.2 Billion on AIDS Relief in 2006. . .

(Continued from page 1)
on every element of the 2006
budget.

Dybul said the United States joins
the rest of the world in recognition
of World AIDS Day, an occasion to
mark the progress against the dis-
ease, with the 2005 theme of
“Keep the Promise.”

“America has kept its promise,
and is now working with 123 na-
tions around the world,” under the
President’s Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) (http://
www.state.gov/documents/
organization/43885.pdf) (PDF, 127
pages), Dybul said. Of those na-
tions, 15 are designated as focus
countries because of their unusu-
ally high AIDS burden.

Together these 15 nations are
home to about half of all the
world’s persons living with HIV/
AIDS. They are Botswana, Cote
d’lvoire, Ethiopia, Guyana, Haiti,
Kenya, Mozambique, Namibia, Ni-
geria, Rwanda, South Africa, Tan-
zania, Uganda, Vietnam and Zam-
bia.

The U.S. strategy under PEPFAR
is to help these nations build their
own national strategies and infra-
structure to provide better health
care in the future.

“We believe strongly that it is na-
tionally and locally owned re-
sponses that will be the only long-
term effective and sustainable re-
sponses to HIV/AIDS,” said Dybul.
The deputy AIDS coordinator also
commended the national and local
officials for the leadership they
have demonstrated in rising to the
challenge of fighting the epidemic.
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World AIDS Day is marked each
year by release of World Epidemic
Update, a comprehensive publica-
tion compiled by the Joint United
Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
(UNAIDS) assessing the progress
of the disease in all the world’s re-
gions.

Released on November 21, the
report estimated that 40 million
people worldwide are now living
with HIV/AIDS, with 5 million new
infections in 2005 alone. Even
though those figures point to a
still-expanding epidemic, the data
showed another trend when ana-
lyzed country-to-country. The rate
of disease is on a downward track
in several nations, according to
UNAIDS, a finding welcomed by U.
S. AIDS officials. (See related arti-
cle (http://usinfo.state.gov/gi/
Archive/2005/Nov/22-629624.
html).)

“Kenya has reported a decreased
prevalence rate from 10 percent to
7 percent. That’s an extraordinary
accomplishment, that’s turning the
tide of the epidemic,” Dybul said.

Uganda and Zimbabwe also were
found to be showing declines in
HIV/AIDS prevalence. One reason
for these declines is effective im-
plementation of the “ABC” pro-
gram developed in Africa. The ac-
ronym describes a three-pronged
strategy of abstinence, be faithful
to a partner and use condoms for
high-risk sexual behavior. The pro-
gram exemplifies the local-level
leadership that Dybul said is so
necessary in the enactment of suc-
cessful strategies against the epi-
demic.

Several years ago, the interna-
tional debate about how to attack

the AIDS epidemic placed preven-
tion and treatment almost in oppo-
sition in the struggle for scarce re-
sources. Dybul said the strategy
for success pursued under PEPFAR
incorporates prevention, treatment
and care and support of HIV-
affected persons. All these ele-
ments must be integrated, he
says, to effectively address the
epidemic.

The goals of the PEPFAR pro-
gram are to support treatment for
2 million HIV-infected people; pre-
vent 7 million new infections; and
support care for 10 million people
infected and affected by HIV/
AIDS, including orphans and vul-
nerable children.

In March, Global AIDS Coordina-
tor Randall Tobias announced that
235,000 people had begun treat-
ment in the first months that the
programs had begun to func-
tion. Itis anticipated that a more
current, and higher, number of pa-
tients under treatment will be an-
nounced soon.

Additional information (http://
www.worldaidscampaign.info/
index.php/wac/wac) about World
AIDS Day is available on the World
AIDS Campaign Web site. For
more information, see HIV/AIDS
(http://usinfo.state.gov/gi/
global_issues/hiv_aids.html).

(The Washington File is a product
of the Bureau of International In-
formation Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State. Web site: http://

usinfo.state.gov) ¢
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Communities Must Overcome Fear, Stigma to Halt HIV/AIDS

Epidemic

Communities Must Overcome Fear,
Stigma to Halt HIV/AIDS Epidemic

By Tim Re-
ceveur
Washing-
. |ton File

b | Staff

L| Writer

Washing-
ton — An
AIDS edu-
cator and
activist is
urging
communi-
ties around
the world
to address
the harmful
impact of discrimination against
people with HIV/AIDS infections in
order to halt the growing epidemic.

Linda H. Scruggs
(photo courtesy AIDS
Alliance for Children,
Youth and Families)

In a November 29 Internet chat
on the social impact of HIV/AIDS
stigma and discrimination, Linda
Scruggs -- an HIV-positive woman
and deputy director of programs at
the AIDS Alliance for Children,
Youth & Families, located in Wash-
ington -- discussed her extensive
experience in working within com-
munities to dispel misconceptions
and assist those who are suffering
from the disease.

“When dealing with HIV stigma,
whether in the [United States] or
abroad, history has taught us the
only way to break down the barri-
ers of stigma and discrimination is
to address it face to face,” she
said. “Unfortunately, some have
experienced violence, have been
ostracized or even killed. Without
these brave steps to change the
minds and hearts of the public, we
would not have come as far as we
have.”
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Lynne Scheib, the moderator of
the webchat and a reference spe-
cialist at the State Department,
pointed out that “HIV stigma and
the resulting actual or feared dis-
crimination have proven to be per-
haps the most difficult obstacles
to effective HIV prevention,” ac-
cording to the Joint United Nations
Programme on HIV/AIDS
(UNAIDS).

A joint UNAIDS/World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) fact sheet, re-
leased November 21, says stigma
and discrimination undermine ef-
forts to control the epidemic and
create “an ideal climate for its con-
tinued growth.” The fear of being
discriminated against “prevents
many people from negotiating
safer sex, taking an HIV test, dis-
closing their status to their part-
ners or seeking treatment, even
when prevention services are
made available.” The fact sheet
(http://www.unaids.org/epi2005/
doc/docs/en/
FS_Prevention_Nov05_en.pdf) is
available on the WHO Web site.

In 2005, the number of people
living with HIV/AIDS surpassed 40
million, up from 37.5 million in
2004, according to U.N. statistics.
Over the past two years, the
steepest increases in HIV infec-
tions have been in Eastern Europe
and Central Asia with a combined
25 percent increase since 2003,
but sub-Saharan Africa remains
the hardest hit area with 65 per-
cent of all new infections world-
wide. (See related article (http://
usinfo.state.gov/gi/Archive/2005/
Nov/22-629624.html)).

During the webchat, Scruggs
said she works with communities
to educate people about HIV/AIDS

“using various methods such as
word of mouth, media and cam-
paigns. The most important thing
is for people to make HIV a part of
general conversations. If we begin
by teaching one person to reach
one other person, we can address
stigma in our local communities.”

“Within my local church, | ad-
dress HIV by including it in general
conversations, whether talking to
young people or senior citizens,”
she said. “When | first disclosed
my [HIV-positive] status, | did it
before the entire congregation af-
ter conducting a miniseries of HIV
awareness workshops. We cur-
rently have an AIDS outreach
which is part of our general mis-
sion work. We provide support and
education to caregivers and fami-
lies, as well as persons living with
HIV.”

In addition to her work in the
Washington area, Scruggs has
been involved with hundreds of
similar organizations across the
United States and in the Carib-
bean.

Asked about educating young
people, she said programs in the
United States and abroad are tar-
geting teenagers and young adults
through theater, music, literature
and poetry.

“Capitalizing on the interests of
youth in your community is what
is most effective,” Scruggs said.
“As to encouraging safe sex be-
haviors among young people, this
can only be effective if programs
are willing to be open and honest
with teenagers. Teenagers are con-
stantly seeking information and
knowledge, so the earlier we begin
to address these issues, the more

(Continued on page 19)
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U.N. Reports AIDS Rates Decline Among Some African Nations

U.N. Reports AIDS Rates Decline
Among Some African Nations

By Jim Fisher-Thompson
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- While HIV/AIDS is
still robbing sub-Saharan Africa of
potential economic gains by deci-
mating whole populations, a recent
United Nations report reveals that
the pandemic is decreasing in in-
tensity among adults in Kenya,
Zimbabwe and Uganda.

According to the report UNAIDS/
WHO AIDS Epidemic Update: De-
cember 2005, sub-Saharan Africa
is home to more than 60 percent
of all HIV/AIDS victims -- around
25.8 million people, and grow-
ing. In 2005, an estimated 2.8
million to 3.9 million people in the
region became newly infected.
(See related article (http://usinfo.
state.gov/gi/Archive/2005/Nov/22-
629624.html).)

The good news, however, is that
in three African nations, Kenya,
Uganda and Zimbabwe, "declines
in adult national HIV prevalence
appear to be under way," the U.N.
report states.

"East Africa continues to provide
the most hopeful indications that
serious AIDS epidemics can be re-
versed," it reported, with "the
countrywide drop in HIV preva-
lence among pregnant women --
seen in Uganda since the mid-
1990s -- now being mirrored in ur-
ban parts of Kenya, where infec-
tion levels are dropping, in some
places quite steeply.” Uganda's
HIV prevalence rate now is esti-
mated to be around 7 percent, one
of the lowest in Africa.

The AIDS epidemic in Kenya
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peaked in the late 1990s with an
overall HIV prevalence of 10 per-
cent in adults, which declined to 7
percent in 2003, the U.N. report
said. The "most dramatic drops in
prevalence have been among preg-
nant women in urban areas -- es-
pecially in Busia, Meru, Nakaru and
Thika, where median HIV preva-
lence plummeted from approxi-
mately 28 percent in 1999 to 9
percent in 2003.

"This is only the second time in
more than two decades that a sus-
tained decline in national HIV in-
fection levels has been seen in a
sub-Saharan African country,” the
report added.

Significantly, the U.N. report em-
phasized that "In both countries,
behavioral changes are likely to
have contributed to the trend
shifts.”

Ironically, the U.N. report also
noted a significant decline in infec-
tions in Zimbabwe, where social
conditions have declined precipi-
tously under the political and eco-
nomic mismanagement of Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe.

The report says, "Recent data
from Zimbabwe's national surveil-
lance system show a decline in
HIV prevalence among pregnant
women from 26 percent in 2002
to 21 percent in 2004. In Harare,
HIV prevalence in women attend-
ing antenatal or postnatal clinics
fell from 35 percent in 1999 to 21
percent in 2004. In rural eastern
Zimbabwe, declines in HIV preva-
lence in pregnant women were
also re?ected in declines among
both men and women in the gen-
eral population.™

It adds that, "a signi?cant decline

in HIV prevalence among pregnant
young women (15—24 years) --
which fell from 29 percent to 20
percent in 2000-2004 -- suggests
that the rate of new HIV infections
[incidence] could be slowing, too."

On the less positive side, the re-
port continues: "With the excep-
tion of Zimbabwe, countries of
southern Africa show little evi-
dence of declining epidemics. HIV
prevalence levels remain excep-
tionally high (except for Angola),
and might not yet have reached
their peak in several countries -- as
the expanding epidemics in Mo-
zambique and Swaziland suggest."

PROGRESS ALSO SEEN IN
WEST, CENTRAL AFRICA

The picture is brighter in West
and Central Africa, where, the
United Nations estimates,
"national HIV prevalence is consid-
erably lower than in the south and
east of the region.”

Attempting to dispel misconcep-
tions about the disease’s spread in
Africa, the U.N. report said: "It is
inaccurate to speak of a single
*African’ AIDS epidemic. National-
level HIV prevalence data can
sometimes prompt incomplete pic-
tures of the actual state of af-
fairs.” For example, "In most
countries, HIV prevalence ob-
served among pregnant women
attending antenatal clinics ... dif-
fers by wide margins, depending
on the location.”

The difference in rates might also
be prompted by “the social and so-
cioeconomic status of women,
who remain disproportionately af-
fected by HIV in this region
[Africa] and, at the same time,

(Continued on page 22)
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Zinc Supplements Safe for HIV-Infected Children, Study Says

Zinc Supplements Safe for HIV-
Infected Children, Study Says

Researchers funded by the U.S.
Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) say zinc-deficient
children living in communities
where they do not receive ade-
quate amounts of zinc from their
diet should be given supplements,
even if they are HIV-infected.

According to a November 24 press
release from the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health
in Maryland, it was not known pre-
viously whether zinc supplements
would speed up HIV disease pro-
gression in children by increasing
the concentration of the virus in
their blood, called a viral load.

Zinc supplementation is known to
decrease the frequency of diarrhea
and pneumonia in sick children not
infected with HIV.

The study was funded by the
Johns Hopkins Family Health and
Child Survival Cooperative Agree-
ment with USAID.

“We set out to look at the safety
and impact of zinc supplements in
children with HIV,” said Dr. William
Moss, senior author of the study.

“Not only did we learn that zinc is
safe for these children,” he added,
“but we also realized that this may
be a low-cost intervention to re-
duce morbidity [the incidence of
disease] in HIV-infected children
who don’t have access to anti-
retroviral therapy or are not eligible
for treatment.”

The researchers completed a clini-
cal trial of zinc supplementation,
using 10 milligram dosages, with
96 children at an urban hospital in
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Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.

The study authors found no in-
crease in plasma HIV-1 viral load
measurements in the children re-
ceiving zinc, meaning that zinc
supplementation is safe for HIV-
infected children.

HIV-infected children who re-
ceived zinc supplementation also
were less likely to get watery diar-
rhea.

For additional information on U.S.
programs and initiatives to combat
the disease, see HIV/AIDS (http://
usinfo.state.gov/gi/global_issues/
hiv_aids.html).

Text of the Johns Hopkins press
release follows:

Zinc Supplements Safe for HIV-
Infected Children

Supplements Reduce Frequency
of Diarrhea Without Adverse Im-
pact on Viral Load

Zinc-deficient children living in
communities where they do not re-
ceive adequate amounts of zinc
from their diet should be given sup-
plements, even if they are HIV-
infected, according to researchers
from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health and other
institutions. Previously, it was not
known if zinc would speed up HIV
disease progression in children by
increasing their viral load. Zinc sup-
plementation is known to decrease
the frequency of diarrhea and pneu-
monia in uninfected children. The
study is published in the November
26, 2005, issue of The Lancet.

“We set out to look at the safety
and impact of zinc supplements in
children with HIV. Not only did we

learn that zinc is safe for these chil-
dren, but we also realized that this
may be a low-cost intervention to
reduce morbidity in HIV-infected
children who don’t have access to
antiretroviral therapy or are not eli-
gible for treatment,” said William J.
Moss, MD, MPH, senior author of
the study and an assistant profes-
sor in the Bloomberg School of
Public Health’s Department of Epi-
demiology.

The researchers completed a ran-
domized, double-bind, placebo-
controlled trial of zinc supplementa-
tion at an urban hospital in Pieter-
maritzburg, South Africa. The 96
children in the study were cared for
on a monthly outpatient basis by a
team of medical doctors and
nurses. Parents were taught how
and when to give the 10-mg zinc or
placebo tablets to their child every
day for six months. The children
were seen at the hospital every
two weeks for the first month,

(Continued on page 22)
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U.S. Works to Advance Doha Trade Round, Official Tells Africans

By Jim Fisher-Thompson
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- There is no dis-
agreement between African na-
tions and the United States on the
need to end trade policies that hin-
der economic growth in less-
developed countries, says William
Jackson, director for African af-
fairs in the Office of the U.S.
Trade Representative (USTR).

Speaking at an African Union
(AU) ministerial meeting on World
Trade Organization (WTO) issues
held in Arusha, Tanzania, Novem-
ber 23, Jackson said of Africa,
"Perhaps no other region of the
world has more to gain from a suc-
cessful Doha outcome, or more to
lose if the round fails to produce
an ambitious result.”

Launched in 2001 and formally
called the Doha Development
Agenda, the WTO talks have
stalled repeatedly over politically
difficult agriculture issues. The
next round of formal talks is
scheduled for mid-December in
Hong Kong.

At Arusha, Jackson said it was in
the interest of all WTO members --
European, American and develop-
ing world -- "to help break the cur-
rent impasse in the agricultural ne-
gotiations," according to a copy of
his speech provided by USTR.

He added: "African leaders have
indicated that they want to har-
ness the power of trade to acceler-
ate economic development and re-
duce poverty. The Doha Develop-
ment Agenda presents the best op-
portunity to do that, by opening up
global trade and helping Africa to
reap the benefits of free markets."
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Jackson warned that failure to
make progress in Hong Kong
would be a "major setback™ to the
shared objectives of opening global
markets, boosting to the world
economy and extending the bene-
fits of trade to poor countries.

The United States stands willing
to work with the African Union
and other African groups to
achieve these objectives, he said.

U.S. TRADE PROPOSALS

The United States has put "bold
and detailed proposals on the table
that would slash tariffs, subsidies
and other barriers to trade in farm
and manufactured products in the
near term while keeping the focus
on the ultimate elimination of all
such barriers to trade,”™ Jackson
said.

The agriculture negotiations have
made progress on export competi-
tion and domestic support but not
on the issue of market access, he
said.

As for export competition and
domestic support of agriculture, he
pointed out: "The U.S. has
[presented] the only proposal that
foresees the elimination of both
export subsidies -- by 2010 -- and
trade-distorting farm support. The
U.S. agriculture proposal would
require some difficult changes for
many American farmers. The U.S.
agricultural community is willing to
undertake this difficult transition,
but only if others match our ef-
fort.”

In the critical area of cotton pro-
duction, Jackson said the United
States "appreciates the importance
of cotton to many African coun-
tries and is committed to working

with the Africa Group and the
West African 'Cotton-4" countries
to find a means in the Doha nego-
tiations and beyond to address the
challenges that African cotton pro-
ducers face."

USTR Rob Portman traveled to
Burkina Faso November 9 specifi-
cally to focus on this issue, and U.
S. negotiators continue to explore
concrete ways to address cotton
within the agriculture negotiations.
(See related article (http://usinfo.
state.gov/af/Archive/2005/Nov/11-
796543.html).)

Ultimately, said Jackson, "the
prospects for an ambitious Doha
result on cotton are directly linked
to the prospects for an ambitious
overall package on agriculture.”

The official said the United
States has "closely followed the
Africa Group’s statements, includ-
ing its recent letter to WTO Direc-
tor-General Pascal Lamy, indicating
your concerns that the develop-
ment promise of Doha has not yet
been realized.™

For additional information on the
trade negotiations, see WTO Hong
Kong Ministerial Meeting (http://
usinfo.state.gov/ei/
economic_issues/wto/
wto_hong_kong.html).

(The Washington File is a product
of the Bureau of International In-
formation Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State. Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov) ¢
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Sudan's Darfur Conflict Shown Through the Eyes of Children

By Christine A. Terada
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- An exhibition of
drawings by children from Sudan's
war-torn Darfur region presents a
novel view of the ongoing strife
there.

"Darfur Drawn: The Conflict of
Darfur Through Children's Eyes,"
is sponsored by Hillel: The Founda-
tion for Jewish Campus Life and
Human Rights Watch, two organi-
zations that are seeking to raise
public awareness of the continuing
conflict. The exhibition is on dis-
play from November 28 to January
20 at the Ann Loeb Bronfman Arts
Pavilion at Hillel headquarters in
Washington.

"Hillel is working with groups like
Human Rights Watch to raise
awareness about the ongoing
atrocities in Darfur not only be-
cause it is a humanitarian outrage,
but because the Jewish people are
all too familiar with the effects of
genocide," said Hillel International
President Avraham Infeld in a
press release on the exhibi-
tion. "We cannot say "never
again® in reference to the Holo-
caust if we sit on the sidelines to-
day.”

Conflict in Sudan's western Dar-
fur region has resulted in as many
as 180,000 deaths and has dis-
placed millions in the past three
years.

The project began in February,
when Human Rights Watch re-
searchers visited several refugee
camps in Chad and the Chadian-
Sudenese border town of Tine to
conduct interviews on the con-
flict. To keep children occupied
while interviewing their parents,
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Drawing by nine year old artist Leila
depicts a villager being shot while a
hut burns (Human Rights Watch
photo)

researchers Annie Sparrow and
Olivier Bercault handed out cray-
ons and notebook paper.

The 27 drawings that resulted,
collected from 8- to 17-year-olds,
depict the heartbreaking violence
in the region through the children’s
eyes. The children received no in-
struction from the researchers; the
drawings they produced portrayed
helicopters raiding villages and
people dying on the streets. Ac-
companying the drawings in the
exhibition are narratives given by
the artists.

Taha, age 13 or 14, drew a pic-
ture of helicopters bombing the vil-
lage after school was finished for
the day. The child recalls in the
narrative watching a mother carry-
ing her baby before she is shot and
killed. “Now my nights are hard
because | feel frightened," the
child told Human Rights Watch. "I
cannot forget the bad images of
the burning houses and fleeing at
night because our village was
burned.”

Another young artist portrayed a
sibling holding a book, explaining
that he was sad because he
would not be able to learn be-
cause the school building had
been destroyed.

Leila, age 9, drew her hut burn-
ing after it was bombed and a
dead woman, explaining that she
colored the woman's face red be-
cause she had been shot in the
face.

Thirteen-year-old Ala portrayed a
rebel soldier being executed by
the armed marauders known as
the Jingawveit.

Though the drawings might be
just stick figures, they portray per-
sonal accounts of tragedy and
serve as a reminder that violence
is ingrained in the memories of the
children of Darfur.

Hillel, the largest Jewish student
organization in the world, is among
the leading college organizations
raising awareness about the vio-
lence in Sudan and lobbying for
government action.

Human Rights Watch, an organi-
zation dedicated to protecting hu-
man rights worldwide, conducts
fact-finding investigations into hu-
man rights abuses in all regions of
the world.

For additional information on the
conflict, see Darfur Humanitarian
Emergency (http://usinfo.state.
gov/af/africa/darfur.html).

(The Washington File is a product
of the Bureau of International In-
formation Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State. Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov) ¢
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U.S. Blocks Property of Those Impeding Democracy in Zimbabwe

The United States announced No-
vember 23 that President Bush has
authorized the blocking of property
of an additional number of persons
involved in undermining democ-
ratic processes or institutions in
Zimbabwe.

The executive order, signed by
the president on November 22,
also can apply to the immediate
family members of such persons
and anyone assisting them, ac-
cording to a White House state-
ment.

In addition, the president blocked
the assets of 128 persons and 33
entities.

"The United States has repeatedly
called upon the government of
Zimbabwe to abandon its harass-
ment of civil society, the press,
and the political opposition; to re-
store the rule of law; to negotiate
in good faith to resolve the im-
passe created by the flawed 2002
elections; and to hold free and fair
parliamentary elections in 2005.
Such efforts have yielded insuffi-
cient results,” the statement said.

"There is still time for the govern-
ment of Zimbabwe to avoid a fur-
ther expansion of the sanctions list
should it begin serious efforts to
restore democratic norms and the
rule of law," the statement also
said.

Bush's action follows a similar
measure taken in March 2003,
which imposed targeted economic
sanctions against 77 persons who
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were hindering democratic reform
in Zimbabwe.

For additional information on U.S.
policy, see Africa (http://usinfo.
state.gov/af/).

Following is the text of the White
House statement:

(begin text)

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary
(Crawford, Texas)

November 23, 2005

STATEMENT BY THE DEPUTY
PRESS SECRETARY

Blocking Property of Additional
Persons

Undermining Democratic Proc-
esses in Zimbabwe

In March 2003, the United States
applied targeted economic sanc-
tions against a list of 77 persons
hindering democratic reform in
Zimbabwe. On November 22,
2005, the President signed an Ex-
ecutive Order that allows the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, to
go beyond previous authority and
block the property of additional
persons undermining democratic
processes or institutions in Zim-
babwe, their immediate family
members, and any persons assist-
ing them. The President also des-
ignated and blocked the assets of
128 persons and 33 enti-
ties. There is still time for the
Government of Zimbabwe to avoid
a further expansion of the sanc-

tions list should it begin serious
efforts to restore democratic
norms and the rule of law.

This action is not aimed at the
people of Zimbabwe, but rather at
those most responsible for their
plight. The failed political and eco-
nomic policies of the Robert Mug-
abe regime have succeeded in dev-
astating Zimbabwe. The United
States has repeatedly called upon
the Government of Zimbabwe to
abandon its harassment of civil so-
ciety, the press, and the political
opposition; to restore the rule of
law; to negotiate in good faith to
resolve the impasse created by the
flawed 2002 elections; and to hold
free and fair parliamentary elec-
tions in 2005. Such efforts have
yielded insufficient results. The
parliamentary elections in March
2005 were neither free nor
fair. Recent demolitions of hous-
ing and informal markets have dis-
placed 700,000 people at a time
when Zimbabwe is already in the
grip of a humanitarian crisis.

The United States calls on all po-
litical actors in Zimbabwe to em-
brace democratic reforms, to en-
gage in meaningful dialogue to re-
solve the current impasse, and to
once again place the country on a
path toward development and
prosperity.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
national Information Programs, U.

S. Department of State. Web site:
http://usinfo.state.gov) ¢
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Empowerment of Women Integral to U.S. Foreign Policy

The United States is committed to
empowering women throughout
the world by supporting initiatives
that increase women’s political
and economic participation, ac-
cording to a State Department
fact sheet released November 29.

In Afghanistan and Iraqg, the
United States is working to ensure
the integration of women’s politi-
cal and economic rights into the
reconstruction and transition to
democracy in those countries.
(See Afghan Women (http://
usinfo.state.gov/sa/
rebuilding_afghanistan/
afghan_women.html) and Women
in Iraq (http://usinfo.state.gov/
mena/middle_east_north_africa/
irag/iraqg_women.html).)

Through the Middle East Partner-
ship Initiative (MEPI) -- a program
aimed at building partnerships and
improving the lives of people
throughout the Mideast -- the
United States hopes to reduce cul-
tural, legal and political barriers to
women's full participation in soci-
ety, according to the fact sheet.

Worldwide initiatives include
working to support refugees and
to combat HIV/AIDS, and to com-
bat trafficking in persons, a prob-
lem that disproportionately threat-
ens women.

For additional information, Human
Trafficking (http://usinfo.state.gov/
gi/global_issues/human_trafficking.
html) and Humanitarian Assistance
and Refugees (http://usinfo.state.
gov/gi/global_issues/refugees.
html).

Following is the fact sheet:

(begin fact sheet)
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SR B ;
U.S. International Women's Is-
sues Initiatives

The United States is deeply com-
mitted to promoting global respect
for women. Because the United
States considers the rights and
freedom of women to be funda-
mental human rights, the Bush Ad-
ministration has made the empow-
erment of women integral to U.S.
foreign policy. The U.S. Govern-
ment is helping women become
full participants in their societies
through various initiatives and pro-
grams that increase women's po-
litical and economic participation.
Major U.S. initiatives include the
following:

Afghanistan -- Overview. The U.
S. commitment to accelerated suc-
cess in rebuilding Afghanistan in-
cludes major women's compo-
nents in the areas of political par-
ticipation, economic opportunity,

-health, education, and overall re-
construction. Since the fall of the
Taliban, the United States has im-
plemented over 200 projects di-
rectly in support of Afghan
women. Of the over 4.8 million
children in school, more than 40%
are girls by far the highest number
in Afghan history. Women com-
prised over 40% of total voter
turnout for the October 2004
presidential election and from 34-
75% of registered women voters
exercised their rights for the Sep-
tember 18, 2005 Parliamentary
and Provincial Council elections.
Over 27% of seats in the Lower
House of Parliament and almost
17% of seats in the Upper House
are reserved for women. In fact,
returns indicated that out of 68
reserved seats for women in the
Lower House (or Wolesi Jirga), 19
women won seats without the
quota benefit. Fact Sheet:
<http://www.state.gov/g/wi/
rls/54325.htm=>=.

The U.S.-Afghan Women's Coun-
cil (USAWC). This innovative pub-
lic-private partnership initiative
links U.S. and Afghan govern-
ments, private sectors, and NGOs
to practical projects benefiting
women. Example: The Council pro-
vided $1 million seed funding for
literacy and job training programs
in new Women's Resource Centers
in over half of Afghanistan’s prov-
inces. The Council also supports
microfinance programs to help
women establish small businesses.
Fact Sheet: <<http://www.state.
gov/g/wi/rls/55088.htm=.

Irag. The United States is sup-
porting several major initiatives to
ensure the integration of women's
rights and opportunities into Iraq’s
reconstruction and transition to de-

(Continued on page 11)
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Empowerment of Women Integral to U.S. . ..

(Continued from page 10)

mocracy. Example: Drawing from
the $27 million that Congress set
aside for special programs targeted
for Iragi women, Secretary Powell
established in March 2004 a $10
million Iragi Women's Democracy
Initiative, along with a new public-
private partnership, the U.S.-lraq
Women's Network. As a result of
this Initiative, grantees are actively
working in Irag to assist women in
political organization and participa-
tion, election preparation, coalition
building, leadership training, entre-
preneurship and media outreach.
Fact Sheet: <<http://www.state.
gov/g/wi/rls/51046.htm=.

Middle East Partnership Initiative
(MEPI). This forward-looking pro-
gram aimed at building partner-
ships and improving the lives of
people throughout the Mideast,
with a total of $293 million budg-
eted to date. MEPI includes a spe-
cific Women's Empowerment Pillar
dedicated to reducing cultural, le-
gal, regulatory, economic and po-
litical barriers to women's full par-
ticipation in society. Examples: a
Women and the Law workshop re-
sulting in a regional association for
women in the legal profession and
a public legal education campaign
on women's rights and equality; a
regional "campaign school™ for
women candidates; and a new
Middle East Entrepreneurs Training
in the U.S. (MEET US) initiative.
Fact Sheet: <<http://www.state.
gov/g/wil/rls/52487 .htm=. MEPI
Website: <<http://mepi.state.gov/
mepi/c10127.htm=.

Poverty Reduction. The Millen-
nium Challenge Account (MCA), a
major new U.S. development as-
sistance program, will increase
current levels of core assistance
by 50 percent over the next 3
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years, providing an annual increase
of $5 billion by fiscal year 2006.
Countries will be selected to re-
ceive MCA assistance based on
their performance in governing
justly, investing in their citizens,
and encouraging economic free-
dom. The treatment of women is a
factor in determining each coun-
try's eligibility for funding. Girls*
primary school completion rates
are included in selection criteria for
fiscal year 2005. MCC website:
<http://www.mca.gov/= and
Press Release: <<http://www.mca.
gov/public_affairs/press_releases/
FYO5 Selection Process.pdf (http://
www.mca.gov/public_affairs/
press_releases/FY0O5 Selection
Process.pdf)=.

Economic and Microenterprise
Development. U.S. support for mi-
croenterprise development has ex-
ceeded $150 million each year for
the past five years. A large propor-
tion of this assistance is provided
for micro-credits, for which 70%
of the clients are women. Bro-
chure: Women, Men and Develop-
ment: <<http://www.usaid.gov/
our_work/cross-cutting_programs/
wid/pubs/usaidbook.pdf=; USAID
Microenterprise Website: <http://
www. usaid.gov/our_work/
economic_growth_and_trade/
poverty_reduction/
microenterprise_development.
html=.

Trafficking in Persons. President
Bush is committed to eradicating
the modern day slavery of human
trafficking, which disproportion-
ately threatens women, and poses
a threat to international security,
human rights and public health. In
FY 2004, the U.S. devoted $82
million for 271 programs to com-
bat trafficking in persons world-
wide. The Office to Monitor and

Combat Trafficking in Persons en-
gages foreign governments, pri-
vate organizations, and others
working in the region to ensure
that people are protected and that
traffickers are prosecuted. At the
2005 United Nations Commission
on the Status of Women, the U.S.
presented a resolution,
"Eliminating Demand for Trafficked
Women and Girls for All Forms of
Exploitation," which attracted
more than 50 co-sponsoring na-
tions and was adopted on March
11. The resolution highlights the
parallel goals of elimination of sup-
ply and demand. Department of
State Website: http://www.state.
gov/g/tip/.

HIV/AIDS. The United States is
committing $15 billion over five
years to combat HIV/AIDS, which
increasingly poses a greater threat
to women, particularly in the
poorer nations of the world. In
2002, President Bush announced a
new $500 million International
Mother and Child HIV Prevention
Initiative that seeks to prevent the
transmission of HIV/AIDS from
mothers to infants and to im-
prove health care delivery
in Africa and the Caribbean. One
key element in the U.S. efforts to
reduce women's vulnerability to
HIV/AIDS is to promote property
rights for women. When women
have control over their economic
assets, they are better able to
avoid risky sexual and abusive re-
lationships. Department of State
Website: <http://www.state.gov/
s/gac=.

Women in Post-Conflict Situa-
tions. The U.S. Government has
been a strong supporter of UN Se-
curity Council Resolution 1325 on
Women, Peace, and Security,

(Continued on page 19)
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United States Seeks New Powers to Control Disease at Borders

Responding to the threat of pan-
demic influenza, the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) is proposing new regula-
tions to expand its powers to act
rapidly when passengers arriving in
the United States might be carry-
ing communicable diseases.

The CDC announced the proposed
changes in communicable disease
regulations November 29. If
adopted, they would constitute the
first revision of those regulations
in 25 years. The expanded powers
could be applied at major domestic
hub airports in the United States.

“These regulations are an impor-
tant step in one of many steps
that CDC is taking to enhance our
preparedness to respond to global
emerging infectious disease threats
and the globalization of infectious
diseases and its translocation
across borders,” said Dr. Marty
Cetron, director of CDC’s Division
of Global Migration and Quaran-
tine, at a teleconference from
CDC'’s Atlanta headquarters.

The proposed regulations are an
outgrowth of the CDC experience
during the spread of severe acute

respiratory syndrome (SARS) in
2003. The agency experienced dif-
ficulties locating and contacting
airline passengers who might have
been exposed to the SARS virus
during travel.

The proposed changes would ex-
pand reporting requirements for ill
passengers on board flights and
ships arriving from foreign coun-
tries. They would also require that
air and ocean liner companies
maintain passenger and crew lists
with detailed contact information.

These changes would allow public
health officials to notify passen-
gers of their suspected exposure if
a sick person is not identified until
after travelers have dispersed from
an arriving carrier.

At the same time, the proposed
regulations address the due-
process rights of passengers who
might be subjected to quarantine
after suspected exposure to dis-
ease.

Public health officials use quaran-
tine for passengers with possible
exposure who might be in a dis-
ease’s incubation period and not

showing symptoms. Isolation re-
fers to the separation or restricted
movement of a person who is ill
with a communicable disease.

The CDC and its parent agency,
the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services, are empowered to
put forth such regulations under
the Public Health Service Act.

The proposal will be published in
the Federal Register within days;
public comments will be accepted
by the agency for 60 days after
publication. Any changes would
take effect only after the agency
has reviewed and addressed any
comments submitted, and then is-
sued a final rule.

The proposed regulation changes
(http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dqg/
nprm/index.htm) and a transcript
(http://www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media/
transcripts/t051122.htm) of the
CDC briefing on the regulations are
available on the CDC Web site.

(Distributed by the Bureau of In-
ternational Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://usinfo.state.gov) ¢

U.S. Shares International Aim of Protecting Civilians from Mines . . .

(Continued from page 16)

proven that a world that is free
from the humanitarian impact of
landmines is attainable within
years. But to achieve that goal,
the larger anti-vehicle landmines
that are not covered by the Ot-
tawa Convention, and the issues
of persistence and detectability in
all landmines must be confronted.
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Therefore the United States en-
courages its fellow states that are
party to the Amended Mines Proto-
col to the Convention on Certain
Conventional Weapons, and states
that are party to the Ottawa Con-
vention, to: ban the use of all non-
detectable landmines; revise their
policies on the continued use of
persistent anti-vehicle mines; ne-
gotiate a ban on the sale or export
of all persistent mines, including

anti-vehicle mines; and increase
their funding for mine action.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
national Information Programs, U.

S. Department of State. Web site:
http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Updated Outline of U.S. History Now Available

The

2005 edition of the International
Information Programs’ (lIP’s)
popular print publication, Outline
of U.S. History (http://usinfo.
state.gov/products/pubs/
histryotin/index.htm), is now
available on the State Depart-
ment Web site.

ters, the publication includes
L five photo essays. One photo
' essay consists of full-color
photographs of American
monuments and memorials,
¥ from pre-historic Native Ameri-
. can structures to present-day
sites like the World War Il Me-
morial in Washington.
The "Outline" takes a chrono-

logical look at how the United Outline of U.S. History also

States took shape -- from its ori- Pilgrims signing the Mayflower Compact has 11 short essays providing
gins as an obscure set of colo- aboard ship, 1620. (Library of Congress)  additional background on top-

nies on the Atlantic coast a little - . ics ranging from “The Witches
more than 200 years ago into . 3 of Salem” and "The Signifi-
what one political analyst today R | L cance of the American Revolu-
calls "the first universal nation." = ; e Y L =1/ tion" to "J.P. Morgan and Fi-
R A “ nance Capitalism" and "Third
yParty and Independent Candi-

This edition has been completely L
% B (ates.” It also includes a bibli-

revised and updated by Alonzo L.
Hamby, distinguished professor of
history at Ohio University. Profes- § : 1™ .
sor Hamby has written extensively N ) e @ 45. . (Distributed by the Bureau of
on American politics and soci- 5 ‘International Information Pro-
ety. Among his books are Man AL grams, U.S. Department of
of the People: A Life of Harry S.  1he protest against British taxes known as State. Web site: http://usinfo.

Truman and For thg Survival of 4o “Boston Tea Party,” 1773. (Library of state.gov) ¢
Democracy: Franklin Roosevelt

and the World Crisis of the
1930s.

Congress)

In addition to maps and double-
spread black-and-white photos
introducing each of the 15 chap-

George Washington addressing the Consti-
tutional Convention in Philadelphia, 1787.
(Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond.
Gift of Edgar William and Bernice Chrysler
Garbisch.)
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U.N. Reform Judged Vital to Hearing Concerns of Poorest Nations

By Rebecca Mitchell
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- Disappointment
and resolve were the emotions ex-
pressed by members of a biparti-
san U.S. task force on U.N. reform
in reaction to the lack of progress
on their recommendations at the
September summit of the United
Nations General Assembly.

At a press conference November
22, five months after the release
of its initial, congressionally man-
dated study, the task force made
public a follow-up report assessing
how their reform initiatives had
fared in the outcome document is-
sued following General Assembly
debate on various reform proposals
in September.

The U.S. reform proposals were
submitted to a closed session of
the U.N. General Assembly June
22 by Ambassador Anne Patter-
son. (See related article (http://
usinfo.state.gov/dhr/Archive/2005/
Jun/24-466269.html).)

“I think it’s fair to say that there
was a good deal of disappointment
that the ... summit did not come to
grips with many of the needed re-
forms that were identified and, in-
deed, reforms that had been pro-
posed by [U.N. Secretary-General]
Kofi Annan himself some months
earlier,” said Richard Solomon, for-
mer ambassador and current presi-
dent of the U.S. Institute of Peace
(USIP), which directed the task
force’s efforts. “It will take con-
siderable concerted leadership by
the United States, acting together
with other countries who see the
need for an effective United Na-
tions, to ensure that the opportuni-
ties for reform that may have been
missed or not given enough weight
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at the September summit are not
lost.”

Former Speaker of the House of
Representatives Newt Gingrich,
who shared chairmanship of the
task force with former Senate ma-
jority leader George Mitchell, said
that a reformed and respected
United Nations is in the interest of
the world’s poorest nations. How-
ever, “to the degree that their de-
fense of corruption, their defense
of inefficiency, their defense of a
bureaucracy that’s not account-
able, their defense of hiding behind
a lack of transparency weakens
the respect of the United Nations,
it weakens the one venue in which
they have a genuinely effective op-
portunity to be represented,” he
said. In the long run, he said, cor-
ruption, inefficiency and ineffec-
tiveness prevent the United Na-
tions from implementing programs
to help the world’s poor with
health care, development and hu-
manitarian aid.

Gingrich said that other study
groups, including those interna-
tional commissions appointed by
Annan to investigate scandals and
the need for change to meet future
challenges, found “deep-seated,
systemic problems in United Na-
tions administration.” The USIP
task force, therefore, called for the
appointment of a chief operating
officer and an oversight board
within the next year as bench-
marks of U.N. action toward cor-
recting these documented prob-
lems.

The issue, Gingrich said, is not
about wasting U.S. taxpayers’
money but instead about “wasting
the money which should be avail-
able to directly help the poorest
people in the world.”

Mitchell said there had been
“disappointment and even frustra-
tion” in the United States with the
world body’s apparent lack of wiill
to make the management changes
necessary to more effectively con-
front such current threats as failed
states, terrorism, crimes against
humanity and non-democratic gov-
ernments.

“Management reform is not a fa-
vor to the United States,” Mitchell
said. “It is essential to the vitality
and integrity of the United Na-
tions. Without it, other reforms
are much more difficult to imple-
ment and to sustain.”

Improved efforts to increase pro-
tection of global human rights is
another priority for the task
force. “The great, vast majority of
the American people,” Gingrich
said, “would like to see an effec-
tive United Nations actually repre-
senting human rights and the inter-
est of the poorest and weakest
people of the world, and would
like to see the U.S. playing a lead-
ing role within that framework, not
against that framework.”

The United States, Mitchell said,
must realize that its position in the
world means that it will be repeat-
edly called upon to assist in con-
flicts, so it must persevere in push-
ing for reforms that will minimize
the conditions that breed conflict.

“Not just the United States, but,
perhaps even more so, others in
the world need a United Nations
that works,” Mitchell said.

Their concerns mirrored those re-

cently expressed by U.S. Ambas-
sador to the United Nations John

(Continued on page 17)
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Reform of Agricultural Trade Needed, Agriculture's Johanns Says

By Kathryn McConnell
Washington File Staff Writer

The agriculture secretary added
that the United States remains

Washington -- World
poverty could be signifi-
cantly reduced by
"fundamental reform of
agricultural trade," says
Mike Johanns, secretary
of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA).

committed to helping
countries participate in
a liberalized trading
regime by promoting
the development of
worldwide, science-
based standards for
agriculture.

Economic growth,

More private-sector in-
volvement also is
needed to boost the

Mike Johanns
Agriculture Secretary

investment in agricul-
ture, good govern-
ance, rule of law, im-

economies of developing
countries, Johanns said.

The secretary spoke November
21 at an annual meeting of the
United Nations Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO) in Rome.

Agricultural reform is expected to
be a major topic of discussion at a
World Trade Organization (WTO)
ministerial meeting in December in
Hong Kong. (See WTO Hong Kong
Ministerial Meeting (http://usinfo.
state.gov/ei/economic_issues/wto/
wto_hong_kong.html).)

The current round of WTO nego-
tiations, scheduled to end in 2006,
are a "'once-in-a-generation oppor-
tunity ... [to] determine whether
developing countries will gain the
opportunity to share in the benefits
of expanded global trade, the pri-
mary engine for more robust devel-
opment," Johanns said at a news
conference in Rome November 22.

The Institute for International
Economics, a Washington-based
research organization, reports that
more open trade would boost the
incomes of developing countries
by as much as $200 billion a year,
he said said.
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provements in rural in-
frastructure, agricultural research,
better education and improve-
ments in the situation of women
are all essential for increasing agri-
cultural production and reducing
hunger and poverty, according to
an FAO report issued November
22. (See related article (http://
usinfo.state.gov/wh/Archive/2005/
Nov/22-368836.html).)

Hunger and malnutrition are
among the root causes of poverty,
illiteracy, disease and mortality of
millions of people in developing
countries, the annual report on the
state of food insecurity in the
world said.

RESPONSE TO POTENTIAL BIRD
FLU PANDEMIC DISCUSSED

Also at the FAO meeting in
Rome, the U.S. delegation said the
United States will continue to co-
ordinate its response to a potential
avian influenza (bird flu) pandemic
with other countries and interna-
tional agencies.

The United States in 2005 pro-
vided $38 million to control the
spread of bird flu in Southeast
Asia and to help FAO strengthen
community-based early warning

and reaction systems to outbreaks,
the delegation said in a November
23 statement.

President Bush recently proposed
an emergency funding request for
fiscal year 2006 that includes sig-
nificant financial support for a fur-
ther international response to de-
tect and contain outbreaks of bird
flu, according to the statement.
(See related article (http://usinfo.
state.gov/gi/Archive/2005/Nov/01-
163590.html).)

For more information on U.S. and
international efforts to combat
avian influenza, see Bird Flu
(http://usinfo.state.gov/gi/
global_issues/bird_flu.html).

Johanns®' November 21 prepared
remarks (http://www.usda.gov/
wps/portal/tut/p/
_s.7_0_A/7_0_10B?
contenti-
donly=true&contentid=2005/11/
0497.xml) and a transcript (http://
www.usda.gov/wps/portal/tut/p/
_s.7_0_A/7_0_10B?
contenti-
donly=true&contentid=2005/11/
0503.xml) of his November 22
press conference are available on
the USDA web site.

The U.N. report (http://www.fao.
org/documents/show_cdr.asp?
url_file=/docrep/008/a0200e/
a0200e00.htm) (PDF, 40 pages)
on the state of food insecurity in
the world is available on the FAO
Web site.

(The Washington File is a product
of the Bureau of International In-
formation Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State. Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov)e
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U.S. Shares International Aim of Protecting Civilians from Mines

Even though the United States is
not sending a delegation to attend
a conference in Croatia reviewing
a 1997 anti-mine treaty known as
the Ottawa Convention, it “does
share common cause” with those
seeking to protect civilians from
indiscriminate use of anti-
personnel and anti-vehicle land
mines, according to a State De-
partment advisory issued at the
start of sixth treaty review.

The Ottawa Convention, also
known as the 1997 Mine Ban
Treaty, is formally titled “the 1997
Convention on the Prohibition of
the Use, Stockpiling, Produc-
tion and Transfer or Anti-
Personnel Mines and on Their
Destruction.”

The United States is not a
party to the Ottawa Conven-
tion, but it has been a major
donor to causes associated
with humanitarian mine-
removal efforts all over the
world. Since 1993, the United

are party to the Ottawa Conven-
tion to:

Ban the use of all non-detectable
landmines;

Revise their policies on the con-
tinued use of persistent anti-
vehicle mines;

Negotiate a ban on the sale or
export of all persistent mines
(including anti-vehicle mines); and

Increase their funding for mine
action.”

ties to the 1997 "Convention on
the Prohibition of the Use, Stock-
piling, Production and Transfer of
Anti-Personnel Mines and on their
Destruction," commonly referred
to as the Ottawa Convention, is
taking place in Zagreb, Croatia
from November 28 to December 2,
2005. The United States is not a
party to this particular landmine
treaty and is not attending the
conference, but does share com-
mon cause with all who seek to
protect innocent civilians from in-
discriminately-used landmines,
both anti-personnel and anti-
vehicle.

The United States has
had a major role in con-
’ tributing to the progress
that will be discussed in
Zagreb. Since 1993
alone, the U.S. has pro-
vided over $1 billion dol-
Hlars to nearly 50 countries
Jaround the world for hu-
manitarian demining, mine
#risk education, mine survi-

States has provided more than
$1 billion to nearly 50 coun-

Landmines victims

vors assistance, national
landmine surveys, re-

tries for humanitarian mine re-
moval, mine risk education, mine
survivors assistance, research and
development on better ways to
find and clear land mines and train-
ing for foreign mine action manag-
ers so they can run their nation’'s
programs more effectively. (See
related article (http://usinfo.state.
gov/is/Archive/2005/Nov/10-
769081.html).)

As the November 28 to December
2 conference opened, the State
Department advisory said “the
United States encourages its fel-
low states that are party to the
Amended Mines Protocol to the
Convention on Certain Conven-
tional Weapons, and states that
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For information on U.S. efforts to
remove land mines, see the State
Department electronic journal, Pro-
tecting Lives, Restoring Liveli-
hoods: The U.S. Program To Re-
move Landmines (http://usinfo.
state.gov/journals/itps/0104/ijpe/
ijpe0104.htm).

Following is the text of the No-
vember 28 advisory:

(begin text)
Sixth Meeting of States Parties to
the Ottawa Convention Ban on

Anti-Personnel Landmines

The Sixth Meeting of States Par-

search and development
on better ways to find and clear
landmines, and training for foreign
mine action managers so that they
can run their nation's programs
more effectively.

United States contributions,
along with those of other donors,
have made a significant differ-
ence. Landmine casualties have
been halved, millions have re-
turned to their homes and lands,
and many thousands of landmine
survivors have received treat-
ment. Landmine surveys have bet-
ter defined the scope of the prob-
lem, enabled mine action assis-
tance to be more focused, and

(Continued on page 12)
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U.S. Trade Official Rebuts French Minister on WTO Farm Issues

The follow-
ing letter by
Deputy U.
S. Trade
Representa-
tive Peter
Allgeier
was pub-
lished in
the Novem-
ber 23 is-
sue of the
Financial

Peter Allgeier Times of

London.
There are no republication restric-
tions.

(begin byliner)

The US is the most open to devel-
oping countries

By Peter Allgeier
Deputy U.S. Trade Representative

From Mr. Peter Allgeier.

Sir, Christine LaGarde, the French
trade minister, says that trade-
distorting subsidies in agriculture
must be dismantled ("'Big cuts in

farm tariffs are no solution to pov-
erty”, November 21). Frankly, we
agree and we are pleased France is
ready to push the other European
Union member states to be more
aggressive on agriculture.

What Ms. LaGarde fails to tell
readers is that the EU spends three
times what the U.S. does on trade-
distorting domestic subsidies and
still the EU has not offered cuts on
par with ours. She also omits to
say that the U.S. proposed 2010
as a date certain for the elimina-
tion of export subsidies -- we are
still waiting for the EU to meet this
challenge.

We also agree that the focus of
the Doha Development Agenda
should be development. But France
is blocking the very market access
that is key to generating growth
and alleviating poverty in the de-
veloping world. Just in agriculture,
the World Bank forecasts market
access will yield 93 per cent of all
the benefits in that sector.

The U.S. agriculture proposal pro-
vides for deep tariff cuts and sub-

U.N. Reform Judged Vital to Hearing Concerns . . .

(Continued from page 14)

Bolton. Speaking at U.N. headquarters
November 22, Bolton said that with two
months gone, the assembly is "not two-
thirds of the way toward successful
launching of those reform efforts" by
the time delegates leave for holiday
break December 20. (See related article
(http://usinfo.state.gov/is/Archive/2005/

Nov/23-409804.html).)

stantial improvement in market ac-
cess for all products. By contrast,
the EU’s tariff cut is small -- as so
many have observed -- and it in-
cludes numerous exceptions that
further weaken its impact.

According to the 2005 World
Bank Global Monitoring Report, the
U.S. is the most open market for
low-income developing countries.
This report shows the index of re-
strictiveness against imports from
low-income countries was 6 for
the U.S., 7 for Canada, 15 for the
EU and 24 for Japan -- demon-
strating that the U.S. is the most
open to developing countries.

Peter Allgeier,
Deputy US Trade Representative

(end byliner)

(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
national Information Programs, U.

S. Department of State. Web site:
http://usinfo.state.gov) ¢

at the United Nations, see The United

html).

Nations at 60 (http://usinfo.state.gov/is/
international_security/UNGA_2005.

(The Washington File is a product of the

Bureau of International Information Pro-

site: http://usinfo.state.gov) ¢

For more information on U.S. activities
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grams, U.S. Department of State. Web

Weekly Special Report




Press Freedom Group Honors Journalists from Cuba, Brazil

By Eric Green
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- Jour-
nalists from Cuba and
Brazil have been hon-
ored by an international
press freedom advo-
cacy group for
"defending the free
flow of vital informa-
tion" despite threats,
beatings, intimidation
and imprisonment.

The repression being waged by
the Castro regime against Cuba's
independent journalists has been
reported in the
U.S. State De-
partment’s Coun-
try Reports on
Human Rights
Practices --
2004. That
document, re-
leased February
28, says the
Castro regime

f

In a November 23

Manuel Vazquez Portal

strictly censors
news and infor-

statement, the New
York-based Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJ) said it is honoring
journalist Manuel Vazquez Portal of
Cuba, who won the group’s Inter-
national Press Freedom Award in
2003 but was unable to accept
the honor at that time because he
was imprisoned by the regime of
Cuban dictator Fidel Castro.

Now freed from jail due in part to
an intensive advocacy campaign,
Portal accepted his award Novem-
ber 22 at a New York ceremony,
where he said: "Those who re-
strict, limit, and curtail freedom of
expression are infringing upon the
most sacred of human rights. Pre-
venting the free flow of ideas is a
hideous crime."

Vazquez Portal, who lives in Mi-
ami and works as a columnist for
El Nuevo Herald, urged the organi-
zation to “rescue from loneliness,
obscurity, and imprisonment more
than 20 journalists who are still
locked up in Cuban jails.”

“It is on their behalf, and for
them, that | accept this
award. They need it. May it
reach them and set them free,"
Vazquez Portal said.
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mation and limits
the distribution of foreign publica-
tions. (See the Cuba section
(http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/
hrrpt/2004/41756.htm) of
report on the State Depart-
ment Web site.)

The CPJ said the Brazilian
winner of its press freedom
award for 2005, Lucio
Flavio Pinto, publisher and
editor of the semimonthly
paper Jornal Pessoal, has
""courageously reported on
drug trafficking, environ-
mental devastation, and po-

The CPJ said that "in the face of
grave dangers," the award-winners
have shown "extraordinary brav-
ery, tenacity, and dedication" in
performing their jobs.

CPJ Executive Director Ann Coo-
per said: "All of the awardees have
risked their lives and their freedom
to report the truth about politi-
cians, policies, businesses, and
crime. For their work, these jour-
nalists have been attacked in vari-
ous ways by powerful people de-
termined to hide their actions."

The CPJ also honored the late
ABC television news anchor Peter
Jennings with the Burton Benjamin
Memorial Award for a lifetime of
distinguished
achievement. The
award is named af-
ter a CBS television
news senior pro-
ducer and former
CPJ chairman, who
“died in 1988.

"These individuals
inspire us all," said
Paul Steiger, CPJ
board chairman and

litical and corporate corrup-

Lacio Flavio Pinto

managing editor of

tion in a vast, remote region
of Brazil's Amazon."

The CPJ said Pinto has been
physically assaulted and threat-
ened with death, and also "faces a
constant barrage of civil and crimi-
nal lawsuits aimed at silencing
him."

Other winners of the CPJ 2005
press freedom awards are Galima
Bukharbaeva of Uzbekistan, Bea-
trice Mtetwa of Zimbabwe, and
Shi Tao, currently imprisoned in
China.

The Wall Street
Journal. "In the face of grave dan-
gers, they have shown extraordi-
nary bravery, tenacity, and dedica-
tion in defending the free flow of
vital information."

More information (http://www.
cpj.org/) about the CPJ awards is
available on the group's Web site.

(The Washington File is a product
of the Bureau of International In-
formation Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State. Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov) ¢
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Communities Must Overcome Fear, Stigma to Halt HIV/AIDS . . .

(Continued from page4)
opportunity to reach more youth.”

She also said the National Asso-
ciation of People with AIDS con-
ducts a campaign on June 27 of
each year to encourage HIV testing
that “has been very successful,
with audio and video messages.”

“Communities must embrace and
educate their own,” she said.

The United States currently is
fighting HIV/AIDS around the
world by “providing education,
funding, medication, training op-
portunities of health care workers
and physicians” as well as educat-
ing foreign governments, Scruggs
said. (See related article (http://

usinfo.state.gov/gi/Archive/2005/
Jun/14-848140.html) and Presi-
dent Bush’s HIV/AIDS Initiatives
(http://usinfo.state.gov/gi/
global_issues/HIV_AIDS/
hiv_aids_initiative.html) Web
page.)

For the latest developments, see
HIV/AIDS (http://usinfo.state.gov/
gi/global_issues/hiv_aids.html).

More information also is available
on the World Aids Day 2005
(http://www.unaids.org/en/events/
world%2Baids%2Bday%2B2005.
asp) Web site of the Joint United
Nations Programme on HIV’AIDS
to highlight December 1 (World
Aids Day 2005) activities.

Empowerment of Women Integral to U.S. . ..

(Continued from page 11)

which highlights the important role
of women in helping their societies
recover and rebuild after devastat-
ing civil conflict. U.S.-supported
programs aimed at increasing
women's access to education and
strengthening their leadership, ad-
vocacy, political, and entrepreneu-
rial skills help ensure that women
are able to take their rightful place
at the peace table and in society.
The Department of State’s Bureau
of Population, Refugees and Migra-
tion funded the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) Women and War Project,
which addresses the specific pro-
tection, health and assistance
needs of women in situations of
armed conflict. Department of
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State website: <http://www.
state.prm/=. Related link: <<http://
www.icrc.org/web=.

Refugees. The majority of refu-
gees and displaced persons today
are women and children, and the
U.S. Government provides major
funding and technical support for
their humanitarian, resettlement,
and rehabilitation requirements. In
FY 2004, the United States con-
tributed $2.3 million to gender-
based violence prevention pro-
grams targeting refugee women.
Department of State website:
<http://www.state.gov/g/prm/=.

International Cooperation. In the
10 years since the 1995 Beijing
Conference on Women, the U.S.

More information on the AIDS
Alliance for Children, Youth &
Families (http://www.aids-alliance.
org/aids_alliance/index.html) is
available on the group’s Web site.

The State Department has spon-
sored a number of webchats in the
past few months. See also
“Human Contraction of Bird Flu
Rare, Public Health Expert Says.
(http://usinfo.state.gov/eur/
Archive/2005/Nov/25-866450.
html)”

(The Washington File is a product
of the Bureau of International In-
formation Programs, U.S. Depart-
ment of State. Web site: http://
usinfo.state.gov) ¢

has made significant progress to-
wards implementing many areas of
the Beijing Declaration and Plat-
form for Action and the Beijing+5
Political Declaration and Outcome
Document. Department of State
website: <http://www.state.gov/
p/io/45510.htm>=.

(end fact sheet)

(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
national Information Programs, U.

S. Department of State. Web site:
http://usinfo.state.gov) ¢
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United States Praises Global Collaboration on Bird Flu

The U.S. delegation to a confer-
ence of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) November 23 expressed the
world’s mutual concern about the
broad spread of avian influenza
and the possibility that a human
influenza pandemic could emerge
from the animal disease.

The U.S. delegates praised the
work done by international organi-
zations in Asia to stamp out bird
flu, calling the FAO’s work, “solid
and extensive.” The delegation
also noted the United States® ef-
forts to increase its work with in-
ternational partners.

Responding to earlier entreaties
from FAO Director-General
Jacques Diouf about the need for
increased funding to escalate anti-
pandemic efforts, the delegation
said the United States has contrib-
uted $38 million to the cause in
2005. President Bush has asked
the Congress to consider a $251
million investment in international
prevention in the year ahead.

Following is the delegation’s
statement:

[Side event on Avian Influenza
Delivered November 23, 2005]

Background

FAO and its collaborating part-
ners, the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) and Office Interna-
tional des Epizooties (OIE, or World
Organization for Animal Health),
have been actively involved in a
campaign to contain and stamp
out Avian Influenza (Al) in
Asia. The three agencies took col-
laborative immediate action at the
onset of the outbreaks. Among
their many efforts, joint guidelines
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and recommendations were issued
on the control of Al, and a global
framework was launched [FAO/OIE
Global Framework for the Progres-
sive Control of Trans-boundary
Animal Diseases (GF-TADs)].

Since June 2005, the USG has
led one high level and several tech-
nical level missions to Southeast
Asia to review the situation on the
ground and raise political aware-
ness with affected country govern-
ments. During a joint mission by
USAID/HHS/USDA in July, the
USG team found FAO’s work in
the field to be solid and exten-
sive. As a result, USAID granted
the first tranche of $6 million to
FAO to strengthen community-
based early warning and reaction
to outbreaks in the five endemic
countries of Cambodia, Indonesia,
Laos, PRC and Viet Nam.

U.S. Statement

The United States shares the
same concern over the growing
threat this virus poses to humans
and animals as well as the signifi-
cant economic and social impacts
it has made globally. We are en-
couraged to hear that FAO is
working collaboratively with other
competent agencies to control and
stamp out the disease at its animal
source supporting efforts to pre-
vent a possible human pan-
demic. We recognize the impor-
tant groundwork already laid by
the FAO, WHO and OIE -- each
with their own special comparative
advantage -- and we are working
in greater partnership with them.

This year, the United States pro-
vided $38 million in assistance:
$25 million to control the spread
of bird flu in Southeast Asia, in-
cluding $6 million to FAO to

strengthen community-based early
warning and reaction to outbreaks;
and the remaining $13 million in
technical assistance and grants to
affected countries and WHO.

In response to Director General
Diouf’s plea to double efforts:

The U.S. is more than doubling
its assistance. Two weeks ago,
President Bush proposed a sub-
stantial emergency funding request
for fiscal year 2006 that includes
$251 million for a continued inter-
national response to contain and
detect outbreaks before they
spread around the world.

Efforts to prevent a pandemic re-
quire coordinated action by all sec-
tors of government and society,
which is why President Bush
launched the International Partner-
ship on Avian and Pandemic Influ-
enza (IPAPI) at the UN General As-
sembly in September. IPAPI aims
to elevate the issue on national
agendas, coordinating efforts be-
tween donor and affected na-
tions. The first IPAPI Senior Offi-
cials Meeting in early October suc-
cessfully brought together 96 na-
tions and international organiza-
tions, affirming their commitment
to this endeavor. And, as Director
General Diouf duly noted that part-
nerships play a critical role, we
thank all of our partners for this
dedication and look forward to
continued cooperation to tackle
this global threat.

Thank you

(
(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-

national Information Programs, U.
S. Department of State. Web site:
http://usinfo.state.gov) ¢
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China, Vietnam Report More Human Cases of Bird Flu

By Charlene Porter
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington — Vietnam, which
has experienced more human cases
of bird flu than any other nation,
has reported the occurrence of dis-
ease in a 15-year-old boy, accord-
ing to a November 25 announce-
ment from WHO.

The boy has been released from
the hospital and is recovering from
the disease, which has caused se-
vere respiratory symptoms and or-
gan damage in some of the people
infected.

On November 24, WHO affirmed
a report from China’s national
health agency of another human
death from the highly pathogenic
avian influenza virus that has led to
the deaths or culling of more than
150 million birds across Asia.

China has detected a total of
three human cases of the disease,
resulting in two deaths, both in
women who had direct contact
with poultry. The dangerous H5N1
virus can be transmitted to humans
through contact with the birds,
their excretions, or surfaces
touched by those excretions.

Vietnam has experienced 93 hu-
man cases of the disease with a
total of 42 deaths since the H5N1
virus began appearing among Asian
flocks about two years ago. Indo-
nesia, Thailand and Cambodia are
the other nations where human dis-
ease has been reported.

The WHO accounting puts the to-
tal of human cases at 132 with 68
deaths.

Along with new human disease

being reported in China November
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24, more animal disease is reported
in western provinces and authori-
ties are continuing measures to
eradicate exposed flocks and pre-
vent the virus from spreading.

According to Chinese official re-
ports to the World Organisation for
Animal Health (OIE), almost 67,000
birds were destroyed in the Ningxia
region and more than 99,000 in the
Yunnan province.

No evidence has emerged that
H5N1 is transmitted efficiently
among humans, but international
health experts warn that H5N1
could mutate into a viral strain that
is contagious, creating the condi-
tions for an international influenza
pandemic.

International concern about this
possibility has mounted considera-
bly in recent months with new at-
tention focused on the need for
stronger actions to stop the disease
in animal populations to avert fur-
ther mutation of the virus and
transmission into human popula-
tions. (See related article (http://
usinfo.state.gov/gi/Archive/2005/
Nov/25-880824.html).)

WATCHING FOR DISEASE IN M-
GRATORY BIRDS

The Convention on Migratory
Species (CMS) has adopted a plan
to design a system to monitor mi-
gratory flocks for disease and warn
nations of the potential for the arri-
val of disease in seasonal move-
ments of birds.

The convention met November
21-25 in Nairobi, Kenya, and
agreed to develop an international
wildlife warning system with sup-
port and funding from the U.N. En-
vironment Programme (UNEP).

“Precise information on the places
where migratory birds go including
their resting sites and finally desti-
nations is currently scattered
across a myriad of organizations,
bodies and groups,” said UNEP Ex-
ecutive Director Klaus Toepfer in a
press release. “It is absolutely vital
that this is brought together in a
way that is useful to those dealing
with the threat of this pandemic
backed up by high quality, preci-
sion mapping.”

A CMS official said it might take
two years to develop the appropri-
ate monitoring system, but the sys-
tem would have both short- and
long-term value because the poten-
tial for flocks of wild birds to be
transcontinental carriers of infec-
tion will be an ongoing problem.

Migratory birds are suspected of
transporting H5N1 from Southeast
Asia to North and Central Asia and
on to Europe. International organi-
zations have issued warnings about
the possibility that cases will start
appearing in Africa as migratory
flocks make their seasonal journeys
escaping the Northern European
winter.

Though the role of wild birds in
transmitting disease is assumed
widely, it has not been proven sci-
entifically. It is also possible that
the virus could be transported great
distances in shipments of birds in
agricultural commerce, or on vehi-
cles that travel from virus-ridden
areas.

For additional information on the
avian influenza and efforts to com-
bat it, see Bird Flu (http://usinfo.
state.gov/gi/global_issues/bird_flu.
html).
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Zinc Supplements Safe for

(Continued from page6)

monthly for five months and, as a
final visit, nine months after zinc or
placebo supplementation began. At
each follow-up visit, parents were
asked about illnesses since the last
visit. In addition, HIV-1 RNA in
plasma and CD4—+ T lymphocyte cell
counts were measured one month
before the study, at the first study
visit and three, six and nine months
after the start of supplementation.

The study authors found no in-
crease in plasma HIV-1 viral load
measurements in the children receiv-
ing zinc, meaning that zinc supple-
mentation is safe for HIV-infected
children. The CD4+ T lymphocytes
and hemoglobin concentrations also
were similar between the two study
groups. Importantly, HIV-infected
children who received zinc supple-
mentation were less likely to get wa-
tery diarrhea.

“Programs to increase zinc supple-
mentation in populations with a high
prevalence of HIV infection can and

HIV-Infected Children, . ..

should be implemented, and can be
done so now that we know zinc
does not have an adverse effect on
HIV replication. Also, in light of the
fact that zinc is known to reduce
episodes of diarrhea and pneumonia,
zinc supplementation should be used
as an adjunct therapy for children
with HIV infection,” said Moss.

The study was funded by the
Johns Hopkins Family Health and
Child Survival Cooperative Agree-
ment with the Office of Health, In-
fectious Diseases and Nutrition
Global Health Bureau at the U.S.
Agency for International Develop-
ment.

Robert E. Black, MD, MPH, chair of
the Bloomberg School of Public
Health’s Department of International
Health, co-authored the study. Addi-
tional co-authors are Raziya Bobat,
Hoosen Coovadia, Cindy Stephen,
Kimesh L. Naidoo and Neil McKer-
row. ¢

U.N. Reports AIDS Rates Decline Among Some African Nations. . .

(Continued from page5)

poorly informed about the epidem-

ics," it said.

The report explained: "Generally,

women are less well-informed
about HIV than are men; this is

According to U.S. Global AIDS
Coordinator Randall Tobias, Presi-
dent Bush's Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief, a $15 billion world-

on track, especially in sub-Saharan
Africa.

also true of [people living in] rural

areas compared with those living

in cities and towns. Data from 35
of the 48 countries in sub-Saharan

Africa show that, on average,
young men were 20 percent mor
likely to have correct knowledge
HIV than young women."

Education levels also "make a

Tobias told reporters at a State
Department news conference in
June that "as results are reported
from the field, it is increasingly
clear that the launch of the Emer-
gency Plan marked a turning point
in the fight against HIV/AIDS. On
the ground, the reality is chang-
ing -- rapidly.”

e
of

huge difference,"” the U.N. report

stated. For example, "young

women in Rwanda with secondary

or higher education were ?ve tim
as likely to know the main HIV
transmission routes than were

young women with no formal edu-

cation."”

Tobias said: "As of March 31 of
this year, the Emergency Plan has
supported antiretroviral treatment
for approximately 235,000 men,
women and children through bilat-
eral programs in 15 of the most
afflicted countries in Africa, Asia

es

and the Caribbean. Of that num-
ber, more than 230,000 of those
being supported live in sub-
Saharan Africa.”

wide initiative launched in 2003, is

Looking ahead, the U.S. AIDS of-
ficial said, "These results indicate
that the Emergency Plan remains
on track, scaling up to meet the
president’s ambitious goal of sup-
porting treatment for two million
people in five years.” Additional
information (http://www.state.gov/
s/gac/) is available on the Office of
the U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator
Web site.

The U.N. report (http://www.
unaids.org/epi2005/doc/
report_pdf.html), available on the
UNAIDS Web site in English,
French, German, Russian and
Spanish, was released November
21 in advance of World AIDS Day,
December 1. ¢




