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The U.S. Africa Com-

mand and the Africa Cen-

ter for Strategic Studies 

(ACSS) co-sponsored the 

second U.S. Africa Com-

mand Academic Sympo-

sium in Addis Ababa 

from August 17 to 20, 

2009.   

 

Forty academics from 

Africa, Europe and the 

United States came to-

gether to enhance their 

understanding of Africa 

Command, and to offer 

their input on how the 

Africa Command can 

(Continued on page 2) 

By Merle David Kellerhals 

Jr.  
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Washington Ɗ U.S. Spe-

cial Envoy for Sudan 

Scott Gration travels to 

Southern Sudan to help 

complete an agreement 

between the Sudan Peo-

okdƌr Khadq`shnm Lnud,

ment (SPLM) and the Na-

tional Congress Party 

(NCP), which is part of a 

broader 2005 peace 

agreement, the State De-

partment announced.  

 

Gration is traveling to Su-

dan, Ethiopia and Egypt 

August 17 Ɖ24. His visit 

comes as the United 

States is nearing comple-

tion of a new policy on 

Sudan and the troubled 

(Continued on page 3) 
Scott Gration  

(LñR) Ambassador Roger A. Meece, the Charge d'Affaires of the U.S Embassy, Mr. 
Paul Saxton of the U.S. Africa Command, Colonel Mike Garrison, Deputy Director of the 
ACSS, and Ato Tesfaye Yilma of the Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
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best support peace and stability in 

Africa . 

 

The symposium was designed to 

enhance understanding of Africa 

Command and its mission and ob-

jectives among the academic com-

munity in Africa, Europe and the 

United States.  The symposium 

sought to engage academics with 

expertise in subject matter areas 

including history, political science, 

security studies, civil -military rela-

tions, and conflict management.  

 

During the four -day symposium, 

participants assessed the ways that 

Africa Command can best support 

democratic civil -military relations In 

Africa and discussed the challenges 

`gd`c hm @eqhb` Bnll`mcƌr deenqsr

to assist in building security sector 

capacity in Africa.  They also identi-

fied areas of further cooperation 

between Africa Command and the 

academic community.   

 

G`uhmf khrsdmdc sn o`qshbho`msrƌ qdb,

ommendations, General William E. 

ƎJhoƏ V`qc+ Bnll`mcdq ne T-R-

Africa Command, appreciated the 

noonqstmhsx sn gd`q rbgnk`qrƌ uhdvr

and the fact that the conference 

had brought together academics 

from across the continent, Europe 

and the U.S.   

 

Celebrating the 10 th anniversary of 

its founding, the Africa Center for 

Strategic Studies is one of five U.S. 

Department of Defense regional 

centers that provide strategic -level 

education to international civilian 

and military personnel through a 

combination of multi -week courses, 

short -term conferences, seminars 

and workshops, and outreach.  ǅ 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Participants at the U.S. Africa Command Academic Symposium held at Sheraton Addis from August 17 to 20, 2009  
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Darfur region.  

 

ƎH sghmj vd `qd fdsshmf bknrd sn sgd

point where we will announce a 

mdv onkhbx `ooqn`bg nm Rtc`m+Ə

Assistant Secretary of State Philip 

Crowley said during the daily press 

aqhdehmf @tftrs 06- ƎH vntkc dwodbs

that in the next couple of weeks. 

@krn+ H sghmj xntƌkk rdd sgd eqthsr ne

Fdmdq`k Fq`shnmƌr k`anq dldqfd gdqd

udqx rgnqskx-Ə 

 

Gration will travel to Juba, South-

ern Sudan, to complete an agree-

ment on a bilateral action plan be-

svddm sgd Rtc`m Odnokdƌr Khadq`,

tion Movement and the National 

Congress Party, which is intended 

to complete implementation of the 

Comprehensive Peace Agreement.  

 

Gration told Congress recently that 

the goal is to conclude an agree-

ment that will allow the Sudanese 

to return to their homes and resume 

their lives in safety and security. 

Previous peace efforts have fal-

tered, Gration testified, and the 

United States has learned from 

those experiences. He laid out for 

the Senate Foreign Relations Com-

lhssdd vg`s gd b`kkdc ` Ǝvgnkd-of-

fnudqmldms `ooqn`bgƏ enq Rtc`m- 

 

President Obama has made enhanc-

ing the 2005 Comprehensive Peace 

Agreement a significant U.S. for-

eign policy objective, Gration said, 

and that is part of the reason he 

named a special envoy to negotiate 

agreements and further the fragile 

peace process.  

 

The United States is engaging with 

the fragmented movements in Dar-

fur to bring them to the peace table 

with a single voice, is working with 

Libya and Egypt to end the proxy 

war between Chad and Sudan, and 

is supporting the full deployment of 

the African Union ƉUnited Nations 

Mission in Darfur to protect Darfuri 

civilians, Gration said.  

 

The second aspect of the emerging 

U.S. strategy involves sustaining 

peace between the North and the 

South, he said. In January 2005, 

the Sudanese government and the 

Rtc`m Odnokdƌr Khadq`shnm Lnud,

ment signed the Comprehensive 

Peace Agreement, ending a 22 -year 

war. However, Gration said, four 

and a half years after the agree-

ment, peace remains fragile.  

 

Sudan will hold national elections in 

April 2010 and referendums in 

Southern Sudan and the Abyei re-

gion in January 2011. Gration said 

the U.S. strategy calls for a func-

tioning and stable Sudanese govern-

ment, and one that will either in-

clude a government of Southern 

Sudan or coexist peacefully with an 

independent Southern Sudan. The 

United States is seeking to help the 

South improve its security capacity 

and become politically and economi-

cally viable if it chooses independ-

ence, he added.  

 

Finally, Gration said the United 

States seeks increased and en-

hanced counterterrorism coopera-

tion with the Sudanese, and to pro-

mote regional security.  

 

On the trip, Gration will not go to 

Khartoum, but may meet with 

members of the government while 

in Egypt, Crowley said.  

 

ƎHm Dfxos+ gd vhkk ldds mns nmkx

with Egyptian Foreign Minister 

Aboul Gheit, but also Sudanese 

Presidential Adviser Ghazi Salahud-

din, Libyan Secretary of the General 

Odnokdƌr Bnllhssdd enq Enqdhfm Kh`h,

son and International Cooperation 

Musa Kusa, and Arab League Secre-

tary -Fdmdq`k @lq Lntrr`+Ə Bqnvkdx

said. 

 

ƎRn Fdmdq`k Fq`shnm+ hm sgd bnmctbs

of his duties, does meet with offi-

cials of the Sudanese government, 

as you would expect in terms of 

dealing with them on a range of 

hrrtdr+ ansg vg`sƌr g`oodmhmf hm

Darfur and with the North -South 

dialogue. He will not meet with 

President [Omar al -\ A`rghq+Ə Bqnv,

ley added.  

 

Gration will also travel to Malakal in 

Southern Sudan to visit a Joint Inte-

grated Unit regional headquarters to 

assess the capacity of these units 

to conduct security; he will con-

tinue bilateral discussions with the 

SPLM in Juba and with the NCP in 

Khartoum.  

 

Crowley said he will then travel to 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, to resume 

talks with the leadership of key Dar-

furi armed movements on unifica-

tion efforts in support of the Doha 

peace process. While in Ethiopia, 

Gration will also meet with Prime 

Minister Meles Zenawi.  

 

What foreign affairs decisions 

should President Obama consider? 

Comment on Obama Today ( http://

blogs.america.gov/

campaign/2009/01/21/day -2-what -

should-obama%e2%80%99s -top-

priorities -be/ ).  

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov)  ǅ  
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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By Jim Fisher -

Thompson  

Staff Writer  

 

Washington Ɗ Secre-

tary of State Hillary 

Qncg`l Bkhmsnmƌr sqho

to Africa, where she is 

Ǝs`kjhmf sqtsg sn @eqh,

cans about corruption 

and bad governance 

while emphasizing food 

security, is the right 

sghmf sn cn+Ə r`xr enq,

mer U.S. Assistant 

Secretary of State for 

African Affairs Herman 

Cohen. 

 

Bkhmsnmƌr ehqrs neehbh`k

visit to seven African 

m`shnmr hr Ǝhlonqs`ms

because it indicates a 

strong strategic interest 

by the Obama administration and a 

willingness to help Africans tackle 

problems that earlier proved very 

mdsskdrnld sn choknl`sr khjd ld+Ə

Cohen told America.gov August 12.  

 

Clinton voiced a major concern of 

the Obama administration to a gath-

ering of business leaders and gov-

ernment officials at her stop in Jo-

hannesburg August 7, when she 

r`hc+ ƎHloqnuhmf fnudqm`mbd `bqnrr

Africa is one of the most important 

bg`kkdmfdr vd e`bd-Ə 

 

The secretary echoed the 

Ǝetmc`ldms`k sqtsgƏ mnsdc ax

Obama in a speech he delivered to 

Fg`m`ƌr O`qkh`ldms Itkx 00 bnm,

demning bribery and stressing that 

Ǝcdudknoldms cdodmcr nm fnnc

fnudqm`mbd-Ə Sgd oqdrhcdms `ccdc

sg`s Ǝodqodst`k `hcƏ hr mn rnktshnm

sn @eqhb`ƌr oqnakdlr- 

 

Bngdm r`hc+ ƎSgd dwsdms sn vghbg

the secretary is hammering home 

the anti -corruption message is very 

important and something new by 

President Obama that has not hap-

odmdc adenqd-Ə 

 

The retired diplomat was assistant 

secretary of state under President 

George H.W. Bush from 1989 to 

1993. During his 38 -year foreign 

service career, Cohen served in five 

African countries and was U.S. am-

bassador to Senegal. He also served 

as special assistant to President 

Ronald Reagan for African affairs in 

the 1980s.  

 

The diplomat came to be called 

ƎLq- @eqhb`Ə adb`trd ne ghr dwodq,

tise and the close relations forged 

with African leaders during negotia-

tions he facilitated on conflicts in 

Mozambique and Ethiopia. He is 

currently a consultant to several 

U.S. companies doing business on 

the continent.  

 

Bnlldmshmf nm Bkhmsnmƌr @tftrs 3

Ɖ14 trip to Kenya, 

South Africa, Angola, 

the Democratic Re-

public of the Congo 

(DRC), Nigeria, Libe-

ria and Cape Verde, 

Bngdm r`hc+ ƎH adkhdud

the secretary is han-

dling herself quite 

well. She is very pro-

fessional and articu-

late and her mes-

sages are well under-

stood and the Afri-

cans are taking her 

rdqhntrkx-Ə 

 

In South Africa, Clin-

snm r`hc9 ƎSgdqd hr rn

much that can be 

done if we can break 

the link of corruption 

and poor governance. 

Ɣ Hs hr ` rhlokd e`bs

that investors are not attracted to 

states with failed or weak leader-

ship, crime and civil unrest or cor-

ruption that taints every transaction 

`mc cdbhrhnm-Ə 

 

Holding it up as a model, she said, 

ƎH sghmj sg`s sgd dw`lokd ne Rntsg

@eqhb`ƌr dmsqdoqdmdtqr `mc atrhmdrr

leaders can sell the idea that open-

ness, transparency, adherence to 

the rule of law, a fight that is never -

ending against corruption are the 

conditions that will benefit invest-

ldms-Ə 

 

@bbnqchmf sn Bngdm+ ƎMn @ldqhb`m

president or secretary of state has 

ever talked so forthrightly in terms 

like that to Africans, and this is in 

itself a very important point.  

 

ƎTo tmshk Na`l`+Ə gd r`hc+ Ǝvd `kk+

including diplomats like me, were 

very delicate about these 

Zfnudqm`mbd\ hrrtdr- Vd chcmƌs

(Continued on page 5) 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, seen here with residents during 
a visit to the Victoria Mxenge Housing Project in Philippi on the outskirts 
of Cape Town. US Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, has called 
for a broad alliance with South Africa as she basked in a warm welcome 
from everyone from President Jacob Zuma down to street children as 
she visited Africa's wealthiest nation.  
(AFP/Gianluigi Guercia)  
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Washington, D.C. and Denver, 

Colo.. Ɖ August 13, 2009 Ɖ  The 

inaugural African Diaspora Market-

place (ADM) closed its call for pro-

posals and has exceeded expecta-

tions by collecting 733 business 

proposals for Economic Growth in 

African Communities.  The ADM is 

a business entrepreneurship pro-

gram fostering economic develop-

ment ideas from U.S. -based African 

Diaspora to create plans for sustain-

able start -up and established busi-

nesses in 19 countries in Sub -

Saharan Africa.  A collaboration 

between Western Union and the 

United States Agency for Interna-

tional Development (USAID), the 

ADM aims to leverage the know -

how and commitment of Diaspora 

communities to help address pov-

erty and unemployment issues in 

the region.  

 

ƎVd `qd sgqhkkdc sn g`ud qdbdhudc rn

many proposals for the launch of 

sghr ohkns oqnfq`l+Ə r`hc @knmyn Etk,

gham, Acting USAID Administrator. 

ƎSgd @eqhb`m Ch`ronq` L`qjdsok`bd

provides a unique opportunity for 

entrepreneurs with great ideas and 

dedication to support economic de-

velopment in Africa.  This incredible 

response underscores the enormous 

demand for this type of partner-

rgho-Ə 

 

 ƎSgqntfg qdlhss`mbdr+ Ch`ronq` `qd

among the strongest and most con-

sistent financial supporters of their 

countries of origin. By removing 

some of the barriers to job -creating 

investment, the ADM provides a 

new way for Diaspora entrepre-

neurs to generate more sustainable 

dbnmnlhb noonqstmhsx+Ə r`hc @mmd

McCarthy, Executive Vice President 

of Corporate Affairs, Western Un-

ion.   

 

The ADM will award matching 

grants of between $50,000 and 

$100,000 to approximately 10 -20 

small-and-medium businesses with 

the strongest proposals for boosting 

economic opportunity and job crea-

tion in Sub -Saharan Africa. The ini-

tial business proposals will undergo 

review by a panel of independent 

reviewers, and finalists will be an-

nounced in late October 2009.   

 

The grant pool is financed jointly by 

USAID, The Western Union Com-

pany and the Western Union Foun-

dation, as well as through Western 

Tmhnm± @fdms Fhuhmf Bhqbkdr ed`stq,

ing Ecobank Transnational Incorpo-

rated (ETI) in Africa and Irv Barr 

Management in the U.S.  

 

For more information and program 

updates, visit 

www.diasporamarketplace.org.  

Clinton Right to Push for Governance, Food Security in Africa . . .  

want to be accused by the Africans 

of racism or colonialism. But the 

Obama administration came right 

nts vhsg hs+ `mc sg`sƌr rnldsghmf

that should have been driven home 

` knmf shld `fn-Ə 

 

In addition to the good governance 

message broached by President 

Obama in his Accra speech, Clinton 

also emphasized that the United 

States would continue to support 

Africa and would not diminish for-

eign aid, especially to improve agri-

culture, leading to better food secu-

rity.  

 

In Ghana, Obama reiterated the 

pledge he made at the G8 meeting 

in Italy of $3.5 billion for agricul-

tural assistance programs in Africa 

focused on new methods, tools and 

technologies for farmers aimed at 

ensuring food security for the conti-

nent.  

 

ƎSgd @eqhb`m e`qldq hr ` fnnc

e`qldq+Ə Bngdm r`hc+ Ǝats gd mddcr

fertilizer and good irrigation tools as 

well as more technical assistance. If 

he gets it, he can triple and quadru-

okd ghr xhdkcr-Ə 

 

Like governance, poor food security 

in Africa was also something previ-

ous administrations did not push 

because U.S. foreign aid programs 

did not emphasize agriculture, 

Bngdm r`hc- ƎSgdqd v`r mn bnm,

stituency in the United States to 

promote Africans expanding their 

agricultural exports because U.S. 

farmers did not want the competi-

tion.  

 

ƎRn+ sgd Na`l` `clhmhrsq`shnmƌr

emphasis on helping Africans im-

prove agriculture is not only a de-

parture from the past but is also the 

right thing to do. Unless Africa re-

gains the greatness it once had in 

agricultural production, it will never 

l`jd ltbg oqnfqdrr+Ə Bngdm bnm,

cluded.  

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov)  ǅ  
 

(Continued from page 4) 
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By Stephen Kaufman  

Staff Writer  

 

Washington Ɗ Secretary of State 

Hillary Rodham Clinton says that 

after emerging from a 14 -year civil 

war, Liberia is a model to 

other countries that are transi-

tioning from conflict, praising 

sgd bntmsqxƌr qdenql+ qdbnm,

struction and reconciliation 

efforts, as well as the govern-

ldmsƌr `bshnmr `f`hmrs bnqqto,

tion.  

 

Speaking with Liberian Presi-

dent Ellen Johnson Sirleaf in 

Monrovia August 13, Clinton 

praised the Liberian leader for 

adhmf Ǝcdchb`sdc sn sgd adssdq,

ldms ne sgd Khadqh`m odnokdƏ

`mc Ǝbnmrhrsdms hm gdq kd`cdq,

ship on behalf of solving the 

oqnakdlr sg`s Khadqh` e`bdr-Ə 

 

In the three years since the 

end of the civil conflict, Libe-

qh` hr mnv Ǝ` lncdk ne rtb,

cessful transition from conflict 

to post -conflict, from lawless-

ness to democracy, from de-

ro`hq sn gnod+Ə Bkhmsnm r`hc- 

 

Rgd oq`hrdc sgd bntmsqxƌr ehrb`k

policies, including the way Liberia is 

decreasing its debt and has lately 

enjoyed a high rate of growth in its 

gross domestic product (GDP).  

 

The secretary also said she is im-

oqdrrdc vhsg Khadqh`ƌr rsdor `f`hmrs

corruption, describing them as be-

ing more advanced than those of 

many other countries.  

 

ƎVdƌud rddm ` bnllhsldms ax

President Sirleaf and her govern-

ment and the legislature which 

passed the [anti -bnqqtoshnm\ k`vr+Ə

rgd r`hc+ `cchmf+ ƎMnv sgdx g`ud

sn hlokdldms sgdl-Ə 

Bkhmsnm r`hc bnqqtoshnm Ǝhr ` oqna,

kdl dudqxvgdqd+Ə `mc Ǝ` b`mbdq

that eats away at the strength of 

institutions and the confidence of 

people in their government and in 

d`bg nsgdq-Ə 

 

She called on Liberians to continue 

to speak out against corruption and 

to demand change not only from 

sgdhq fnudqmldms ats `krn Ǝeqnl

sgdlrdkudr `mc sgdhq rnbhdshdr-Ə 

 

Economic progress is dependent on 

good governance and adherence to 

the rule of law, as well as economic 

policies, the secretary said. With 

Liberian elections coming in 2011, 

she said, the United States is 

proudly contributing $17.5 million 

for programs to ensure that they 

will be free and fair.  

 

President Sirleaf said her govern-

ment is working to strengthen anti -

corruption institutions and imple-

ldms sgd mdv kdfhrk`shnm- ƎVd mnv

need for the public and the media 

to recognize the progress and to 

inhm tr hm sghr ehfgs+Ə rgd r`hc-

ƎSnfdsgdq+ vd vhkk vhm+ vd vhkk rk`x

sghr lnmrsdq-Ə 

 

Following her meeting with 

Sirleaf, Clinton spoke to the 

Liberian National Police Acad-

emy in Monrovia, where the 

United States is helping to 

train police recruits.  

 

During the civil conflict, the 

onkhbd Ǝhmrshkkdc ed`qƏ hm sgd

onotk`shnm+ rgd r`hc- ƎSnc`x

xnt ltrs ehfgs ed`q+Ə rgd snkc

sgd qdbqthsr- Snc`x+ Khadqh`ƌr

men, women and especially 

its children need a good po-

lice force, she said.  

 

ƎSgdx mddc xnt mns nmkx sn

protect them and to provide 

security; they need you to 

help heal the wounds left by 

14 years of conflict. They 

need you to help renew the 

oqnlhrd ne Khadqh`+Ə Bkhmsnm

said. 

 

What foreign affairs decisions 

should President Obama consider? 

Bnlldms nm @ldqhb`-fnuƌr aknf

Obama Today ( http://

blogs.america.gov/

obama/2009/01/21/day -2-what -

should-obama%e2%80%99s -top-

priorities -be/ ).  

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov)  ǅ  
 

Secretary Clinton praised Liberian President Ellen  
Johnson Sirleaf for her consistent efforts to face her 
countryõs challenges. 
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By Merle David Kellerhals, Jr.  

Staff Writer  

 

Washington Ɗ Secretary of State 

Hillary Rodham Clinton encouraged 

Nigeria to implement needed de-

mocratic reforms while also reduc-

ing corruption and graft in the most 

populous nation in Africa.  

 

ƎHs hr bqhshb`k enq sgd odnokd ne Mhfd,

ria, first and foremost, but indeed 

for the United States that Nigeria 

rtbbddcr hm etkehkkhmf hsr oqnlhrd+Ə

Clinton said at an August 12 press 

conference in Abuja that followed a 

meeting with Nigerian Foreign Min-

ister Ojo Maduekwe.  

 

ƎVd rsqnmfkx rtoonqs `mc dmbntq,

`fd sgd fnudqmldms ne Mhfdqh`ƌr

efforts to increase transparency, 

reduce corruption, provide support 

for democratic processes in prepa-

q`shnm enq sgd 1/00 dkdbshnmr+Ə rgd

added. Maduekwe and Clinton 

talked about how the United States 

might be able to help with en-

hanced electoral reforms.  

 

Maduekwe said there is a national 

consensus for enhanced democ-

racy, a deep commitment to the 

rule of law and electoral reforms.  

 

Clinton also thanked Nigeria for be-

ing active on key international and 

regional issues, especially in provid-

ing peacekeeping forces, primarily 

for use elsewhere in Africa.  

 

Ambassador Johnnie Carson, Clin-

snmƌr `rrhrs`ms rdbqds`qx ne rs`sd

for African affairs, who is accompa-

nying her on the tour, said that Ni-

geria, which is the fifth -largest sup-

plier of oil to the United States, has 

the largest single U.S. investment 

on the continent.  

 

ƎSgd T-R- g`r g`c ` udqx fnnc qdk`,

tionship with Nigeria over a number 

of years and appreciates greatly its 

contribution to returning stability to 

ansg Rhdqq` Kdnmd `mc Khadqh`+Ə B`q,

son said. Nigeria is a major con-

tributor of military forces for peace-

keeping operations around Africa, 

and has served as a base for train-

ing peacekeeping forces from other 

nations.  

 

But Carson also said that Nigeria 

faces a number of major challenges: 

conflict in the southern Niger Delta, 

which has gone on for more than a 

decade, and tensions that fre-

quently flare up between Muslims 

and Christians in the northern part 

of the country, where some 75 mil-

lion Muslims live, giving it the sec-

ond-largest Muslim population in 

Africa and the largest Muslim popu-

lation in sub -Saharan Africa.  

Unrest and civil strife in the Niger 

Delta have hampered oil production 

and cost Nigeria an estimated $1 

billion a month in lost revenue. An 

amnesty was offered by Nigerian 

Oqdrhcdms Tl`qt X`qƌ@ct` sn btqa

the violence, and Maduekwe said it 

has helped bring an end to the 

strife.  

Ǝ@lmdrsx hr vnqjhmf+ sgd nhk kdudkr

`qd fq`ct`kkx bnlhmf to `f`hm+Ə

Maduekwe said.  

 

B`qrnm r`hc Mhfdqh` Ǝ`krn e`bdr

challenges with respect to corrup-

tion. It has been described by a 

number of organizations as one of 

the most corrupt states in Africa. 

And we all know what corruption 

can do to public confidence, to the 

confidence of citizens in their gov-

ernment, and also to destroying the 

budget and the fabric of govern-

ldms`k nodq`shnmr-Ə 

 

Nigeria is the fifth country on Clin-

snmƌr rdudm-nation tour of Africa, 

which began with the 2009 African 

Growth and Opportunity Act 

(AGOA) Forum in Nairobi, Kenya. 

She has actively promoted eco-

nomic development, better treat-

ment for women and good govern-

ance. She travels next to Liberia 

and concludes the 11 -day tour in 

Cape Verde. ǅ  

Secretary Clinton, left, and Nigerian Foreign Minister Ojo Maduekwe answer questions 
at an August 12 press conference in Abuja.  



United States Pledges $17 Million to Aid Rape Survivors in DRC  
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Washington Ɗ The United States 

will provide $17 million to help sur-

vivors of rape and prevent sexual 

violence in the eastern Democratic 

Republic of the Congo (DRC), Sec-

retary of State Hillary 

Rodham Clinton announced 

during an unprecedented 

visit to the eastern city of 

Goma. 

 

Clinton, the first U.S. sec-

retary of state to visit the 

war -ravaged eastern Kivu 

region in the DRC, met indi-

vidually August 11 with 

two rape survivors, and 

then attended a roundtable 

discussion with medical 

providers, health care activ-

ists and other Congolese 

now living in camps after 

fleeing the fighting in the 

CQBƌr knmf-running con-

flict. She said she was 

ƎnudqvgdkldcƏ ax vg`s

she saw in the camps and 

by meeting the rape survivors, and 

she strongly condemned the sys-

tematic use of rape as a weapon of 

war.  

 

ƎSgd `sqnbhshdr sg`s sgdrd vnldm

have suffered, which stands for the 

atrocities that so many have suf-

fered, distills evil into its basest 

enql+Ə Bkhmsnm r`hc hm qdl`qjr `s

the Heal Africa Hospital, where 

l`mx q`od uhbshlr `qd sqd`sdc- ƎSgd

United States condemns these at-

tacks and all those who commit 

them and abet them. And we say to 

the world that those who attack 

civilian populations using system-

atic rape are guilty of crimes 

`f`hmrs gtl`mhsx-Ə 

 

More than 5 million people have 

died during fighting in the DRC dat-

ing back to the mid -1990s; the con-

flict remains one of the longest -

running, and deadliest, in sub -

Saharan Africa. Nearly 5,000 rapes 

have been reported in the Kivu re-

gion in 2009, although the actual 

number is believed to be much 

higher, according to news reports. 

The soldiers of the chronically un-

dertrained and unpaid Congolese 

military are often accused of being 

the worst perpetrators of system-

atic rape, while high -ranking Congo-

lese government officials and mem-

adqr ne sgd Tmhsdc M`shnmrƌ od`bd,

keeping force in the DRC also have 

been accused.  

 

The United States, already a leading 

donor to the DRC, will use the $17 

million in new funding to provide 

medical care, counseling, economic 

assistance and legal support to 

10,000 women in areas including 

North and South Kivu, the secretary 

said. Part of the money will be 

spent to train health care workers in 

the complex surgical procedures 

needed by survivors of rape, such 

as fistula repair.  

 

Nearly $3 million in separate fund-

ing has been approved to recruit 

and train more police officers, par-

ticularly women 

police officers, 

and to investigate 

sexual violence, 

Clinton said. The 

United States will 

also send teams 

of civilian, medi-

cal and technol-

ogy experts to 

the DRC to help 

survivors of sex-

ual violence, and 

send military en-

gineers from the 

U.S. Africa Com-

mand (AFRICOM) 

based in Stutt-

gart, Germany, to 

offer additional 

help for sexual 

violence survi-

vors, Clinton said.  

 

A senior administration official, 

briefing reporters on condition of 

anonymity, said the AFRICOM as-

sistance would consist of medical 

and health care personnel, engi-

neers to build sanitation and latrine 

facilities, and technical support for 

technology experts who are search-

ing for ways to use mobile phones 

to document and report instances 

of sexual violence.  

 

ƎNtq bnllhsldms sn rtquhunqr ne

sexual and gender -based violence 

did not begin today, and it will not 

dmc snc`x+Ə Bkhmsnm r`hc- Ǝ@r vd

provide this assistance, we are re-

(Continued on page 21) 

Residents of a camp for Internally Displaced People watch as US Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton tours their camp on the outskirts of Goma. 
(AFP/Roberto Schmidt)  



Obama Says Iranians Taking Risks to Have Their Voices Be Heard  
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Washington Ɗ President Obama 

says the world is watching the Ira-

mh`m fnudqmldmsƌr qdronmrd sn

peaceful demonstrations, and its 

response will send the international 

bnlltmhsx Ǝ`

pretty clear signal 

Ɣ `ants vg`s Hq`m

hr `mc hr mns-Ə 

 

Obama spoke to 

CBS News June 

19 and his re-

marks were broad-

b`rs nm BARƌ Sgd

Early Show June 

22. He said Irani-

ans are peacefully 

trying to get their 

leaders to listen to 

them.  

 

ƎSghr hr mns `m

issue of the United 

States or the West 

versus Iran. This is 

an issue of the 

Iranian people. The 

fact that they are 

on the streets, under pretty severe 

duress, at great risk to themselves, 

is a sign that there's something in 

that society that wants to open 

to+Ə gd r`hc- 

 

The demonstrations began in re-

sponse to popular beliefs that there 

were voting irregularities in the 

June 12 presidential election. Offi-

cial results declared incumbent 

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 

the winner with 63 percent of the 

vote. His nearest challenger, former 

Prime Minister Mir Hossein 

Mousavi, received 34 percent. 

Mousavi and fellow presidential 

candidate Mehdi Karroubi have 

challenged the official results.  

 

Despite a June 19 warning from 

Hq`mƌr rtoqdld kd`cdq+ @x`snkk`g

Khamenei, that protest leaders 

vntkc ad gdkc Ǝchqdbskx qdronmrhakdƏ

for any bloodshed, demonstrations 

and clashes with police and para-

military forces have continued. Ac-

bnqchmf sn Hq`mƌr rs`sd ldch`+ 0/

people were killed June 20 Ɖ21.  

 

In his remarks, Khamenei also 

ak`ldc Ǝenqdhfm onvdqrƏ enq hmsdq,

fering in Iran by questioning the 

election outcome.  

 

Obama told CBS there are forces 

vhsghm Hq`m sg`s Ǝvntkc knud mnsghmf

better than to make this an argu-

ldms `ants sgd Tmhsdc Rs`sdr+Ə `mc

said his administration is not play-

ing into those efforts.  

 

ƎSgdqd rgntkc ad mn chrsq`bshnmr

from the fact that the Iranian people 

are seeking to let their voices be 

gd`qc+Ə sgd oqdrhcdms r`hc- 

 

At the State Department, spokes-

man Ian Kelly said June 22 that 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton is 

Ǝenkknvhmf sgd rhst`shnm vhsg fqd`s

bnmbdqm+Ə `mc qdl`hmr hm bnms`bs

with her colleagues in the 

diplomatic community. 

ƎQhfgs mnv+ vdƌqd mns

really focused on the bilat-

dq`k qdk`shnmrgho+Ə Jdkkx

said, in reference to long -

standing U.S. concerns 

nudq Hq`mƌr mtbkd`q oqn,

gram and its support for 

terrorist organizations. 

ƎVg`s vdƌqd enbtrdc nm

is what is going on inside 

Hq`m+Ə gd r`hc- 

 

The spokesman said U.S. 

neehbh`kr `qd rddhmf Ǝudqx

dramatic and very dis-

sqdrrhmf hl`fdrƏ ne

clashes between demon-

strators and security per-

rnmmdk- ƎLnrs chrsqdrrhmf

of all, the images of this 

young woman covered in 

aknnc+Ə gd r`hc+ qdedqqhmf

to the video of a woman identified 

as Neda who was shot on a street 

in Tehran. The video of her killing 

has been seen all over the world 

thanks to YouTube.  

 

The United States is monitoring de-

velopments inside Iran, but Kelly 

r`hc hs hr Ǝeq`mjkx+ udqx cheehbtks Ɣ

to get good, hard, confirmable in-

enql`shnm `ants vg`sƌr fnhmf nmƏ

because the media has been unable 

sn Ǝqd`kkx bnudqƏ sgd rhst`shnm+ `mc

diplomats in Iran have also had diffi-

culty because of danger on the 

streets.  

 

(Continued on page 13) 

A photo received on June 23 allegedly shows supporters of Iran's de-
feated presidential candidate Mir Hossein Mousavi standing by a burning 
vehicle in Tehran on June 19. Iran will put on trial 25 more people ar-
rested after the disputed result of the June presidential election, as 
fresh claims surfaced on Saturday that several protesters in jail were 
tortured to death. (AFP/RSF/File)  


