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The US is committed to helping improve the lives
of the Ethiopian people:

The US is committed to
helping improve the lives
of the Ethiopian people:
Deputy Secretary of
State.

Deputy Secretary of
State for Resources and
Management Jacob J.
Lew said, Ethiopia is
working in a positive di-
rection on poverty reduc-
tion, but it faces very
difficult challenges.

The Deputy Secretary
made the remarks at a
press conference he held
concluding a day long
working visit to Ethiopia

Deputy Secretary of State for Resources and Management
Jacob J. Lew giving a press conference

on the June 29, (Continued on pagg)

U.S. Embassy Provides Grants for Cultural
Preservation in Harar

On Thursday, June 25,
the U.S. Embassy and
the Harari Culture, Tour-
ism, and Information
Bureau, signed two
agreements on cultural
preservation in Harar.
Signatories for the two
organizations were Mr.
Michael McClellan,
Counselor for Public Af-
fairs at the U.S. Em-
bassy, and Mr. Yimaj
Idris, Head of the Bu-
reau. The event took
place at the Teferi Me-
konnen Palace in the
Jugol area of Harar.

Mr. Michael McClellan, Counselor for Public Affairs ata U.S.
Embassy signing the grant agreement

(Continued on pagg)
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The US is committed to helping improve the lives of the Ethiopian people: . . .

(Continued from pag#)

2009. Mr LewRs vi
two foreign assistance initiatives
central to both the new Administra-
tion and Ethiopia Nhunger and
global health.

sit

The Deputy Secretary said,

Ot hrough this Admi
forts to eradicate hunger, we seek
long-term and sustainable agricul-
tural sector growth that boosts

farm productivity, increases the
availability of food by linking farm-
ers to markets, and raises incomes
so more people can afford food. In
the global health arena, we seek to
build on the successes of our HIV/
AIDS program to build durable and
sustainable health system, and to
concentrate efforts on maternal and
child health and diseases that are
easily preventable with only a mod-

est i nveswliewfuthero andNGO groups, the Deputy Secre-
noted, OEthiopi a htads’ YmasSdae di,mpQlr -heard deep concerns
U.S. Embassy Provides Grants for Cultural Preservation in Harar. . . .
(Continued from pag#) Center at the Palace. The Center 2006, the Ambassadornn

Representing U.S. Ambassador
Donald Yamamoto, Mr. McClellan
signed the first grant from the U.S.
St at e
Fund for Cul tural
which provides USD $35,000 to
preserve the Teferi Mekonnen Pal-
ace. The grant provides for a sur-
vey of the structure, documentation
of the present state of the building
and its context, and structural con-
solidation work required to carry

out further conservation and to pre-
vent further deterioration of the
Palace itself.

The second grant that was signed,
from the U.S. Embassy, provides
USD $ 35,150 to catalog and pre-
serve the collection of Islamic
manuscripts currently held at the
Palace. This grant will provide the
equipment and supplies needed to
establish a Manuscript Presentation
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tant strides in each of these areas,
and we look forward to working
with the gowemrdentam additional
mechanisms to help us achieve our
goals and improve the lives of the
Et hi opi an

During the press conference Mr.
Lew said Ol
behaltof Sea@dtary €lintdrsance f -
President Obama because Ethiopia
is a key ally in the region and an
important development partner. |
am here to listen and underscore
our commitment to work with the
people and government of Ethiopia
to provide a more productive and
sustainable assistance program that
meets the fundamental needs of the
Et hi opi an

Following a wide ranging discus-
sion with Prime Minister Meles, sev-
eral ministers, and private sector

will protect and conserve this im-
portant collection of Islamic manu-
scripts in Harar. The Embassy is

Depart ment Dsalsmstippdrtagasn AndedcanFsil-

bRghtenareuscrpspecialist 10 yisit
Harar later this summer to do an
assessment of the manuscripts and
develop a work plan for their pres-
ervation and presentation to visitors
at the Palace.

In his remarks at the signing cere-
mony, Mr. McClellan noted that
these are just the latest in a series
of grants the U.S. Embassy has
provided to
digenous faith cultures, both Mus-
lim and Christian. In 2008, the Em-
bassy provided a grant of approxi-
mately USD $ 10,000 to the Insti-
tute of Ethiopian Studies to pur-
chase several Islamic manuscripts
and small Christian icons that were
in danger of leaving the country. In

peopl e.

peopl e.

about the challenges Ethiopia

faces. But | also heard encouraging
reports of how the international
community is helping to improve

the human condition of the people

oof Ethiopia and ideas about ways to

do even better. o He

Prime Minister and | discussed other

am h e rcRallenges whérd\we 8Hare om0 N

mon objectives yet may have differ-

ing views. Much of our foreign as-
sistance is delivered through non -
governmental organization and com-
munity society organization, and we
are concerned about the restrictions
that have recently been placed on
their activities. o
cussed the 2010 elections and the
importance of interparty talks be-

Otween the Government and Opposi-

tion parties to support these elec-
tions in the process of democratiza-
tion. D7

Cultural Preservation also provided
USD $35,000 for the preservation
of the Shek Hussen Shrine in the
Bale Region, a project that was
completed late last year.

In his closing remarks, McClellan
said, OThe U.S.
lieves it is especially important to
work with Faith Communities
around the world to preserve and
protect monuments and artifacts of
culture related to expressions of
faith, tolerance, and mutual under-
standing.

tolerance and co -existence is espe-
cially notable in this context and we
look forward to further efforts to
preserve and protect the monu-

ments and artifacts
indigenous expressions of religious
faitbh. 0
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United States Seeks Expanded Economic Growth in Africa

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.

Staff Writer

Washington i A central objective
of U.S. trade relations with sub -
Saharan Africa is to create a plat-
form for expanded African eco-
nomic growth, says a senior U.S.
trade official.

OSu®aharan Africa
share of global trade is less than 2
percent, down from 6 percent in
1980, 0 Assistant
resentative Florizelle Liser testified
June 24 at a congressional hear-

ing.

Ol f -Ssharan Africa were to in- A five - platform complex pumps crude oil off the coast of Cabinda, Angola.
crease that share by just 1 per-

centage point to 3 percent, it would
generate additional export revenues  culture products into higher -value the amount in 2001, the first full

of $70 billion annually, which is exports could help improve food year of AGOA implementation, she
nearly three times the amount of security in the region by addressing said.
current annual assistance to Africa  issues of availability and stability of
from all donors. This reflects the food supply, 0 Li s eHoweses Ligkrtold the congres-
importance of trade as a critical sional hearing that the United
platform for Afr i cLi§gysaidghat he Afrigan &rowth States recognizes that trade with
growt h. o and Opportunity Act (AGOA), a Africa has declined as a result of

U.S. trade law enacted in 2000 by the current global economic crisis
Liser said that exports from the the Clinton administration, is a tool and declining oil and commodity
continent are concentrated in pri- that has helped to increase both the  prices. Many more African nations
mary commodities such as petro- volume and diversity of U.S. trade are taking advantage of the liberal
leum, minerals, cocoa and coffee. with sub -Saharan Africa. Econo- trade opportunities under AGOA,
She added t hat Ot hmstseligvesthat striking a @iticgd shg gaid, but many more are facing
manufacturing engine in sub - balance between trade volume and significant challenges in their efforts
Saharan Africa that has fueled eco-  the diversity of the exports is es- to increase trade.
nomic growth and reduced poverty ~ sential to regional long -term eco- i
in other regions onPmigdavelopmentandgrogth. OWe are continuing

increase the number of AGOA -

And Liser said that agriculture, OAGOA al so pr omot eetigible coontriesraking advantage
which is regarded caoperafion and gagepgong the o n gf the program, and we are also
suit, has not been a positive con- countries of sub -Saharan Africa by  trying to address the many supply -
tributor to export trade, and that in encouraging intraregional trade side constraints the Africans face
2005 the region switched from be- among AGOA beneficiary coun- and to help them increase the range
ing a net exporter to being a net tries, 0 Li swaytradea i dand qualityof products being traded
importer of farm products. between the United Statesandsub - and i mprove Africabs

Saharan Africa was $104.6 billion petitiveness, o0 Liser

OWe believe that ek2908rcountiggexperisandimi c a - _
tion and further processing of agri-  POrts, which was more than triple (Continued on page?)
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New Technol

By Megan Neff

Staff Writer

Washington i Across Africa, new
technologies are being joined with
local customs to strengthen the
continentBDs infr
omy.

Using information and communica-
tion technologies (ICTs), such as
mobile phones and the Internet, Af-
ricans are finding business and
trade to be easier and more afford-
able, said Sala Patterson, a policy
analyst at the Paris -based Organisa-
tion for Economic Co -operation and
Development (OECD).

Patterson, along with representa-
tives of the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID), the
African Development Bank and Afri-
care, spoke with Congressmen Don-
ald Payne and Charles Rangel and
the European
sador John Bruton June 18 on Capi-
tol Hill. The panel discussed the
annual OAfrican
a study that
nomic development over the past
year and makes projections for the
coming year.

In Africa, where communications
networks have been limited, things
are beginning to change, according
to Payne. New ICTs, such as text
messaging, are surpassing old com-
munication networks in Africa,
which have been handicapped by
geography and politics.

These new ICTs are enabling Afri-
cans to access information on
health and agriculture and services
such as online banking, and to con-
nect more effectively with the rest
of the world. European companies,
such as the
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A watermelon seller in Kenya talks on her cell phone.
Increasingly, cell phone companies are turning their
attention to Africa.

dafone and
Orange, are turning their attention
to the African market, where only
40 percent of Africans own a cell
phone. By contrast, cell phone us-
age in Europe is at nearly 100 per-
cent, said Laura Recuero -Virto, an
economist for the OECD. Nokia,

C o mmi Inged andMiampsoft arendisa igvest-

ing in the African ICTs.

E cPsojeeiash econorgaarowth foriAf- 6
e X a mirigagns2008 is 3 pesentydowne ¢ o -

from 6 percent last year, said
Leonce Ndikumana, research direc-
tor for the African Development
Bank. A report cited by the African
Economic Outlook study shows that
increased use of ICTs in Africa is
helping to sustain parts of the Afri-
can economy during this time of
economic turbulence.

For example, mobile phones in Ni-
ger, one of the poorest countries in
Africa, are being used as marketing
tools. Farmers are able to text and
use the Internet to communicate
with markets around their farm and
find the best prices for their goods.
This has helped to reduce prices
and it allows farmers to bring goods

Uni t e dwhee they ategnash Reedgdoand

Strengthening

where they will get the
highest profit.

also helped to sustain
African communities
through the recession,
and there have been
= significant strides in
increasing the afforda-
& | bility of money trans-

> fers. Where a Western
Union transfer of
1,000 Kenyan shillings
(about $13) would
cost the user a 500
shilling transaction fee,

Fr anc e Dtterddn ¥a®IMWBH M 3P8Bs@, a new

money-transfer service available
between cell phones, Kenyans can
send the same amount with a trans-
action fee of 30 shillings to 75 shil-
lings (about 39 cents to 97 cents).
The lower transaction fees offered
by M -Pesa have attracted 5 million
users to the service in the past two
years. M -Pesa is seeking to expand
in East Africa and Afghanistan.

Africa still faces challenges with
Internet accessibility and technical
infrastructure. According to the
panel, less than 7 percent of Afri-
cans have Internet access, and the
Internet that is available is incon-
venient and expensive, accessible
only along the fiber optic lines laid
along the west coast of Africa or
through satellites. Limited Internet
resources and lack of competition
among Internet providers have led
to exorbitant costs, the panel said.

But, Patterson said, broadband con-
nections should be more widely
available in Africa as the infrastruc-
ture expands. It is hoped that a

web of fiber optic cables will be

(Continued on pag#?)
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New U.S. Special Representative Announced for Muslim Outreach

Washington i Secretary of State dent Obama sai d h eUnitedStates @rtikuestahave a

Hillary Rodham Clinton has ap- new beginningodo betcwenecne rtnhse albnoiutte dSyr i ab
pointed Farah Pandith to serve as States and Mus!l i msMiQlbdal see dE aosnt .mu - O[ W] e
special representative to Muslim tual interest and mutual respect, to address those concerns is to
communities, in charge of a new and @& based upon thhaev et raunt ha nbhaasts ador i n
office that is responsible for out- America and Islam are not exclusive
reach with Muslims around the and need not be i nKellysadgwidniofficiale weredn-
world. formed of the decision June 23,
The United States and Islam share and said it follows several visits by
According to a notice published by common principles of justice, pro- high-level U.S. officials to Damas-
the State Department June 23, gress, tolerance acosd Ot he dignity of
Special Representative Pandithand al | human beings, o Obama said. He
her staff wild.l c a rafsgyurgeduAmeri€and andtMuslifiss OThi s deci sion refl ec
efforts to Oenga g etoocomntitithemdeived téo ams stration's recognition of the impor-
around the world on a people -to- Osustained effort tanorolefSyria glaysimthemegian.
people and or gani zgeotnd, torfoaus onlthe futeire wed And, of course, we hope that they
seek for our children, and to respect  will continue to play such a con-
Pandith previously was an adviser the dignity of all human be- structive role to promote peace and
on Muslim engagement atthe State i ngs. 06 ( See OObamastCablillsi tfyori na tNweew r eqgi
Department, serving as a senior ad-  Beginning with Muslims Around the
viser to the assistant secretary of World ( http://www.america.gov/st/ (Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
state for European and Eurasian peacesec-english/2009/ national Information Programs, U.S.
affairs. She has also served on the June/20090603172847dmslahrelle Department of State. Web site:
National Security Council as the k0.882641. ht ml ) . ohjtp://www.america.gov) Dz
coordinator for U.S. policy on out-
reach to Muslims, and worked at NEW AMBASSADOR TO DAMAS-
the U.S. Agency for International CUS A REFLECTI ON OF SYRI ADS

Development on assistance projects ROLE IN THE MIDEAST

for Iraq, Afghanistan and the Pales-

tinian Territories. State Department spokesman lan
Kelly announced June 24 that the

Pandith, who is Muslim, immigrated Obama administration has decided

to the United States with her par- to appoint an ambassador to Syria
ents from Srinigar, India. She told as part of a Onatwural evolutiono of
the Italian press agency Adnkronos its reengagement with President
in 2007 that she sees her personal BasharacFAssadlRNs government . The
experience as an illustration of how  position has been unfilled since
Muslim immigrants to the United 2005 when the previous U.S. am-
States can successfully integrate bassador was recalled after the as-
themselves into American society. sassination of former Lebanese
Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri. The
She said that along with the impor- U.S. charge dhDaffaires in Damascus

tance of educat i onhasbéehtheasenooU.S. efaial in e d
€& to balance pri debDanascussincethenl t ur al
heritage with a deep attachment to

the values of America." OWe' re prepared to move forward
with Syria to advance our interests
In his June 4 speech in Cairo to through direct and continuing dia-
Muslims around the world, Presi- l ogue, 0 Kelly said, adding that the
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Peace Corps oBorn in

By Phillip Kurata
Staff Writer

people of Ghana have always
treated volunteers warmly, and
their safety has never been threat-
ened. Ghana has always cherished

Washington i The Peace Corps,

one of Presi dent JiterelationBhip wikhehe Reaaky N s
enduring legacies, was launched in Corps. As a result, it has been get-
Ghana in 1961. Nearly a half cen- ting stronger and
tury later, the corps is still going

strong in the West African country, Ghanals growing

with volunteers involved in teach-

ing, health and sanitation training,

natural resource management and
small business development.

evidenced by the election in Decem-
ber 2008 that brought John Atta
Mills to the Ghanaian presidency,
has contributed to that relationship.
OThe election
OThe Peace Corps
America, but learned to walk in
Ghana, 0 Peace
Ghana Michael Koffman told Amer-
ica.gov.

shows Ghana is a peaceful, forward

election was the fifth peaceful
transfer of presidential power and
the second time that an opposition
The first batch of volunteers to go candidate has won.
abroad, 52 of them, stepped off a
plane in Accra on August 30, 1961.
Those young, idealistic Americans
had heeded KennedybBatwarkeafolnd theocouste,r v e
in his inaugur al awittdanather$s3 nevdakrivals came ,
my fellow Americans: Ask not what pleting in -country training. Forty
your country can do foryou n ask percent of the volunteers in Ghana
what you can do f oareassignedto ntidudlg schoolyand
high schools, teaching science and
comput er
computers is very, very high.
American young people have a lot
to offer in teaching computer
skills, o Koff man
Corps also has volunteers trained in
sign language teaching visual arts in
a school for the deaf.

When President Obama visits
Ghana in July, 132 volunteers will

Volunteers in 1961 were assigned
to education and literacy projects.
In the 1970s and 1980s, the scope
of work expanded to teaching

math, science, business, and
French in secondary schools, as
well as providing special education
for the mentally disabled, teacher
training, and agricultural technology
n Oa wide, wide r amnghe datualfresqurceonjamagemsnt
in Koff manBhs wor dsprogram, Koffman highlighted the
work of helping Ghanaians culti-
vate, harvest and market moringa
trees, whose leaves have high nutri-
tional value.

Despite coups and other political
upheavals, the Peace Corps has
maintained an uninterrupted pres-
ence in Ghana, a relationship rare
among developing countries. In the health and sanitation sector,
volunteers spread awareness of
OGhana has pr oven HIWAIDSand malsid andhoveto
pl ace, 0 Kof f man s aavoitlthe dseases.rOftem theyn
Ghanaians were working out inter- travel from village to village on bi-
nal issues. The government and cycles, meeting people and giving
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Corplsodkiremgtooudtory. o

but

presentations under coconut trees.
OThe opportunities
selves in many shapes and times.

We tell the volunteers to work with

who you can, when you can, wher-
ever you can, o

stronger . 0
To promote small business develop-

Ameri c a,

p ontemt,tvélunteers hawvebteenteach-y ,

ing villagers to start savings clubs
by accepting contributions of as
little as $1 per week and building
the total available for short -term

h ap pleonaends .g rCalcfe fau I pleyr,s on
wiai st hboourtn viino | e nc e, Oloaiand répays ih, thenanongy. cir-O | t

culates around the village, and that
hBlse abeeambanor di
man said.

nary

A MATURE RELATIONSHIP

In the nearly half century that
Ghana and the Peace Corps have
been working together, the Peace
Corps has changed, as has the host
country.

One of the main changes is that the
corps recruits more elderly volun-
teers now than in the early years,

t ec hnol o gathougittherbasie tragssot generns-

ity and zest for adventure apply
across the generations. Last year,
Ghana had the oldest serving volun-

steel, &b .-yeaf-diceRalpheBarnstein,

who taught biology, chemistry and
physics in a Ghanaian high school.

When Ron Tschetter was Peace
Corps director from 2006 to 2008,
he launched an initiative to boost
the ranks of volunteers aged 55 or
older from 5 percent to 15 percent.
Although Bernstein has left Ghana,
volunteers in their 60s and 70s re-
main there, complementing the ef-
forts of the younger volunteers.
Tschetter said there are tens of mil-
lions of Americans born after World
War 1l who are retiring in good
health and are eager to contribute

(Continued on pag#?)
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Obama Prai ses Demonstratorso® OEndur
By Stephen Kaufman norms, international norms, that are  the exact number of victims, who
Staff Writer i mportant t o upholthbsedicti@bveerdownstrey dealt

with those demonstrat
Washington f President Obama The president repeated earlier state- said.
says the bravery of Iranian demon- ments that it is up to the Iranian
strators as they face brutality from people to make the decisions about = Merkel added that the international
their government is Oa_testament t ocommunityneedstoworktogether
their enduring pur 6so Othe Ilranian nucl e
and he said if the Iranian govern- stopped, [so] that Iran does not get
ment wants respect from the inter- possession of a nucle
national community, it must respect
the rights of its people. U.S. CLIMATE CHANGE LEGISLA-

TION I'S OSEA CHANGEDO®G
OThe violence perp
them is outrageous. And despite The president and Merkel also dis-
the governmentDs e cussed climate change legislation
the world from bearing witness to under debate in the U.S. Congress
that violence, we see it, and we that would provide a framework for
condemn it,0 Obama said in T ¢€- reducing U.S. carbon emissions and
marks at the White House with Ger- president Obama and Chancellor promoting renewable energy

Merkel, left, both called on Iranian
man Chancellor Angela Merkel on ' sources.
authorities June 26 to respect the

June 26. rights of their people. .

Obama said he told Merkel the
The Iranian people will be the ulti- who their leaders should be, and United States is committed to
mate judge of theisraigdovtehren mbennittresd Stdastteasn dh ansi tChgd 0Qe€r many a
actions, Obama said, and their out of its way not to interfere with confronting the energy and climate
rights to assemble and speakfreely t he el ecti on pr oc ecshsanigie lcrrains, ios . doe -
are Ouniversal as psPite aeusaonssta tige contrary by

Iranian officials. OEurope in many ways

Demonstrations have continued in several years has moved more rap-
Iran since the official results of the Chancellor Merkel said Iranians idly than the United States on ad-
June 12 presidential election were must be allowed to demonstrate dressing this issue.
announced. Iranian authorities have  peacefully, saying the rights of indi-  very blunt and frank with Chancel-
said incumbent President Mahmoud  Vviduals all over the world are lor Merkel that we are still working
Ahmadinejad won the election by Oi ndi visible. o6 Shethrudhereating thé flhmédwbrk ni ans
11 million votes, but his challengers have Ot he ri ght t owhdreve €an Mehle&dthe nterna-
and many Iranians have cited voting ~ counted and the election results tional effort,o he sa
irregularities and have not accepted S ubstanti ated. 0
the result. Demonstrators have The legislation under debate is
come under increasingly violent at-  In the 21st century, Merkel said, Oenormous progresso f

tacks from police and paramilitary
forces.

OA government that
citizens with that kind of ruthless-

ness and violence, and that cannot
deal with peaceful protesters who

are trying to have their voices heard

in a equally peaceful way, | think

has moved outside of universal
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Iranian officials cannot count on the
international community turning a
blind eye to what is happening. But Obama said there is more to do,
_treats its own and the United States will be work-
OWe have seen hor riiglithiGerganpahcothérsto
looking at how, for example, the clarify U.S. obligations, as well as
security forces there dealt with working with emerging economies
demonstrators. We will not forget to clarify their obligations in the

this. And let me say that we shall
do everything in order to identify

the United States has been on the
issue of climate change, he said.

(Continued on pag#l)
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Michelle Obama Defines Own Role as First Lady

By Elizabeth Kenigsberg can find resources on
Staff Writer how to begin their own
volunteer project or vol-
unteer for ongoing ef-
forts. The United We
Serve projects focus on
four areas in which
g President Obama and the
first lady believe every-
one can have an impact:
energy and the environ-
ment, health care, edu-
3 cation and community
= ¢ = i renewal.

5

Washington i The role of first lady
is arguably the most powerful and
influential nonelected, nonappointed
position in the White House. How-
ever, despite having a large staff,
and one of the most premiere
pieces of real estate, the White
House, as her office, the first lady
has no formal job description and
the U.S. Constitution makes no
mention of the role of the com-
mander in chiefs

OService has bee

Presidential spouses have traditon- 6 Seérvice has been my [ifeds wqrikg R MGH¥ kKVay & O
chelle Obama said recently.

ally been expected to be the coun- ways, and itDs n
tryhDs soci al hostess, working to or - dear to my heart
ganize White House functions and Americans to make service apart chel |l e Obama said. OT
diplomatic events. In recent years, of their daily I i vigshatQougetwhen you help
however, first ladies have taken a . someone achieve their goals: the
more public role in developing pol- Ol'tNs been said t higfilmes bfputtihg ybubfaith iftb | 1 n g
icy and pursuing their own initia- in I'ife is where ogucrt jhoena ratnsdd fdere€ldjtnegs tt h
tives. gladness meets thegfwosrolnfleldsh jdnege ptensatt Ns b
need, 6 she said, aypufsBifard!d&ing gourpatt fot thee
An accomplished lawyer, former increasing demand for volunteerism  gr eat er good. 6
hospita| administrator and self - during this time of economic reces-
appoint e-ithcbmem, 6 MPehell e Within one week of th
Obama serves as a role model for . launch, Michelle Obama has helped
many modern women tryingtobal- OThi s new admi ni s tchndtiudt &thodl Ma§drourd and
ance work and family life, as she view service as separate from our pack 15,000 backpacks for the chil-
works to move discussion beyond national priorities, or in addition to dren of Americals ser
her wardrobe to engaging the our national priorities. We see itas  to take with them to summer camp.
American public on important is- the key to achieving our national The United We Serve program will
sues. priorities, o she crgnihtolgh theNhtionalDMeof b e -
lieve that the Only way to build that Service and Remembrance on Sep-
ENCOURAGING AMERICANS TO  new foundation for our economyis  tember 11.
SERVE to establish a new role for service
in this country. o OShe understands that
Most recently, Michelle Obama has more powerful than when you enlist
harnessed her role as first lady to Obama said she approaches volun-  the skill and talent and passion of
encourage Americanstogiveback t eeri sm and ci ti z et ARedidah pedpRe Bh b&hdlfiof h
through volunteerism. the knowledge that ordinary people he| pi ng ot hers, 6 Pres
can achieve extraordinary things sai d. OShehNs been doi
On June 22 in San Francisco she when given the propjefre t ogonlds .-sbhenNns doing
launched United We Serve, an ini- as First Lady in making that hap-
tiative by the Obama administration ~ Those tools include the Web site pen Db
that the first | adywgeaegy(hthédd as Oa
nationwide effort calling on all www.serve.gov ), where Americans

Page 8 Weekly Special Report



http://www.america.gov/michelle_obama.html

AGOA Forum Seeks to Expand U.S.-Africa Trade and Investment

By Charles W. Corey
Staff Writer

Washington i The eighth African
Growth and Opportunity Act
(AGOA) Forum, which will be held
in Nairobi, Kenya, August 4 N6, is
the only ministerial event held annu-

ally between the United States and we want to do more. We want to concerns as well, 0 he
sub-Saharan Africa, said the assis- build on this. o0
tant secretary of state for African The AGOA Forum will begin with
affairs, Ambassador Johnnie Car- Carson, a former U.S. ambassador private sector and civil society
son, who said the Obama admini- to Uganda, Zimbabwe and Kenya, events August 4 at the same time
stration is seeking to strengthen said the United States is the Africa Consultative Group con-
and deepen Amer i caQJksx ttriaeosr dwintahr itlhye pvenesaEhe mirdstetiahvalltbegin h e
region. government of Kenya will host the August 5 and conclude August 6.

eighth AGOA forum, which will be
Carson spoke to the African diplo- centered on the t hGanson pr@dRetiaelgoverimen of
matic corps in Washington June 19 the Full Potential of AGOA through Kenya for doing an Oa
at the State Department, along with  the Expansion of Trade and Invest- wonder ful jobo of org
Peter Ogego, the Kenyan ambassa- ment . 0 he predicted would be
dor to the United States, whose and very successful o
country will host the forum. They Trade and investment, Carson said,
were joined by a broad array of are two of the OmaQangonthanked the Adrinan diplo-
other senior U.S. officials who plan Il i nkso b e tSaharenrAfricau bmats for providing their suggestions
to attend the trade ministerial. All and the United St aohtesAGOLORotM ant, in particu-
had gathered to brief the diplomatic ~ share many historic bondsandcom- | ar, KenyahBNs ambassad
corps on the ministerial and to so- mon objectives. 0 for his work to make the event a
licit input. success.

The Trade and Development Act of
President Obama, with the close 2000, which created AGOA, man- Topics to be covered at the forum
support of Secretary of State Hillary  dated an annual trade and economic  range from democracy and good
Rodham Clinton, Owaopdrasion formm with gligildessub - governance to regional trade inte-
positively, act i v eJaharamAfricam nafiohsto diseussdO gration. Discussion topics include
Carson told his audience, in one of expanding trade and investment OPossible Effects of
his first appearances before the Af- relations between the United States | enges on AGOA, 06 OAfrr
rican diplomatic corps as assistant and sub-Saharan Africa. The act OSuccesses and Prospe
secretary of state for African af- offers tangible incentives for Afri- OTransportation and S
fairs. OYou ar e clcanacouhtyestp @ntihue thdirefour | nfrastructured and O
foreign policy ag efaortsta opén theieecanamieslandh i s Markets Poverty Challenges by
audi ence. OWe val ubeildet marketee and t he Transforming Staple Food Markets
role that it plays in the international and Trade Systems.d
community, and it is our determina- At a time of economic crisis, he
tion to try to strengthen the rela- explained, it is important that both Carson told the diplo
tionship, build it as broadly and as the United States and sub -Saharan value your input, your engagement
deeply as we possibly can. African countri es aBdwour dctivity m making this

tively to protect the advances in yearNDs forum a succes
Ol'n buil ding br i dgeessmoma grdwthithat hdwve beénd i n ok forward in working with your
relationships wi t hmadeandiessen the segdiive fime governments in Nairobi to make this
said, Oit i swaystredte epda cat towfo mar ket f | uooeofitketbéstAGOA Forums that
We can do our part, and we are we have eDeEr had. o

determined to do that. We hope
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that we will have strong partners
on the other side to help work with
us to helop

AGOA is a part of that process, he
said. OAGOA is a
to strengthen the relationship in the
area of trade and commerce, and

To ensure the widest possible U.S.

government participation, Carson
said, members of the U.S. Congress

ac hi ev ehave heen baefef enAGDAvards . 0
have been asked as well for their
views. OWe have al so

pvary dlosely fvith maneerseof divib r t
society and the private sector to
ensure that we have captured their

Weekly Special Report




Guinea Worm Eradication Program Gets Results in Ghana

By Lauren Caldwell

Staff Writer

Washington i Guinea
worm disease, which has
crippled millions in Africa
and Asia, is nearly van-
quished in Ghana, thanks to
the efforts of the Carter
Center, which has been
working with health work-
ers in that country over the
last 20 years.

People contract the disease
by drinking water contami-
nated with Guinea worm
larvae. The larvae grow in
the body for about a year,
reaching as much as a me-
ter in length before exiting
the skin through blistering
sores. The only method of
treatment is extraction of the
worm, centimeter by centimeter,
over several weeks. Victims feel
excruciating pain; some are left
crippled. Communities suffer be-
cause victims cannot farm, attend
school or care for their families. Of-
ten, the disease is spread when vic-
tims cool their wounds in water.
When an emerging worm comes in
contact with water, it releases
thousands of eggs. Without educa-
tion and treatment, the cycle of the
disease continues.

When the Carter Center began its
campaign in 1986, there were
about 3.5 million cases of Guinea
worm in 20 countries. Now, there
are fewer than 5,000 cases in six
countries A1 Sudan, Ghana, Mali,
Ethiopia, Nigeria and Niger A and
Guinea worm is likely to become
the first disease to be eliminated
without vaccines or medicines.

Ghana, the first nation targeted by
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Sadia, seated in the lap of Lamisi Mbillah, Miss World Beauty With a Purpose 2006, learns
to not drink unfiltered water to avoid contracting Guinea worm disease. The former Miss
Ghana is a spokeswoman for the program in Ghana.

the Carter Cent er dseaseanddesaibirdybowibcould
Eradication Program in 1987, had be prevented, Hopkins easily con-
180,000 cases at that time. It had vinced former President Carter that
just 501 cases in 2008. With the the center could overcome the dis-

effort of local volunteers and simple  ease.

methods like water filtration and

health education, the number of OThe thought that goe
cases continues to drop. anyone's mind is, 'nWh

this preventable disease still there

and causing this indescribable suf-
fering?nD06o Carter said
interview with the Chicago Tribune
newspaper.

BEGINNING THE CAMPAIGN

The Carter Center is a nonprofit,
nongovernmental organization es-
tablished in 1982 by former U.S.

President Jimmy Carter and his When the Carter Center began its

wi fe, Rosalynn. | tworkimGhasajtlecountrg wa®t o
wage peace, fight disease andbuild Oeconomically in the
hope, 06 said Donal dHoHokpiknisnss,aiad. OTher e

health expert at the center. worm all over the place, especially
in the north. It was horrific, painful,
and severely impeding agricultural

productivity.?od

Before joining the Carter Center,
Hopkins had lobbied heavily, with
little success, for a program to
eradicate Guinea worm disease. By

presenting images of Guinea worm (Continued on pagkl)
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Guinea Worm Eradication Program Gets Results in Ghana. . . ..

(Continued from pag#0)

The center
Ministry of Health to educate local
volunteers about the disease. At
first, efforts focused on digging
wells for clean water, but that was
expensive and did not prevent exist-
ing cases from spreading. Center
officials focused on providing fine
mesh filters to villagers so they
could clean their own water. Volun-
teers also distributed chemicals to
kill Guinea worm larvae and taught
victims not to enter water, to pre-
vent putting healthy neighbors at
risk.

By 1994, these methods resulted in
a 95 percent decrease in the num-
ber of cases. Ethnic fighting later
that year threatened the eradication
program, but now it is back on
track.

partnered

Program, lies mainly with one
group: Ghanaian volunteers.
with GhanalbDs
OTo be effective,
trained and supervised regularly,
and this is where the [Ghanaian]
health workers have played a sig-
ni ficant role. o

Village volunteers are supervised by
GhanalBRs Ministry
Carter Center technical assistants,
who are mostly Ghanaians. They
detect and manage cases, as well
as educate communities about the
disease.

Volunteers go door to door treating
victims and teaching people to pro-
tect the water supply. Sometimes,

volunteers distribute T -shirts with
sl ogans |l i ke OSto
Now, As k Me

Famous Ghanaians are helping.

of

How. O

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U. S BepartmeatofdState.oWeb e

Obama Praises Demonstra-
t or so
toi

OEnduring

ceob.
(Continued from pagé)

effort to re%uce green%ouse gas
emissions.

The German chancellor described
the U.S. legislation on climate
change as Oa sea
it shows that the United States is
Overy serious on cli

Merkel said the legislation could
hel%"ﬂ hengéol&al cw&e‘;enﬁe on
cllmate change in Copenhagen,
scheduled for December.

OGhana is cl oser tShaiffiGhale, ®reggae artist from OWe_ ar e both convinc
beendo to a cl| ean snbrtherreGhans eneduiagesvillag- question of climate change .
said. OAfter 12 vy eeasmish lydnck thas ttaaskte iatb i o n amounts to much more than just
now theyDre havingOFRdirlatneart iyco urre dwact-e rnurpbgrs %1? tgrgegsr{t{nea%stqaﬁq ea
tions again. oo worm. 0 Mi ss Ghana\('j%9 ecomgnqﬁ ou

er a responsibility for t ose coun-

The Carter Center has not been
alone in its efforts. Many U.S. or-
ganizations and government agen-
cies work to eradicate Guinea worm
disease, including the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention,
the U.S. Agency for International
Development and the Peace Corps.
The United
other organizations and several for-
eign governments have contributed
as well.

LOCAL LEADERS
The responsibility for permanently
ridding Ghana of the disease, said

Andrew Seidu -Korkor, director of
GhanahlRs Gui nea
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Wo rgm eEarta dtihci ant gi so, nd

Mbillah, has visited dozens of vil-
lages and raised thousands of dol-
lars to bring attention to the dis-
ease.

OThe fight
unusual because it creates positive

change in peopleDd Senerlg,ly §/e8ug|ty, f’?r our pvgn goun-

grass roots, that you can see imme-

Nat i onsdiGihtielldyr,edn IHo pFkui nnds,

Worm Eradication Program not only
prevents disease, he said, it im-
proves Ghanahbs
children to attend school and gives
villagers a can -do mindset.

After eradicating Guinea worm,
young volunteers
perience and go on to do other

eco

tries in the world that will be far
more heavily affected by climate
change, 0

agains toe@ﬂgqy and the L{,{?'J)e? Flates o

feel commltted

ependence o}

=)

Osnal omn:l.ohdl tG'u neoa she
hat dependence can
pI easant . 0

Antr%nngélribt of ?elnallrk% %vySObama
and Merkel ( http://
www.america.gov/st/texttrans -
english/2009/

W]uqe/?OOG@?Z 1E4g18)fJSHOmg'IIS e x -

0.5205609.html&distid= ucs) is

Ho pA1apIg OnANIGROQY By
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS United States Seeks Expanded Economic Growth in Africa . . . .

SECTION
AMERICAN EMBASSY (Continued from pag8) the report said.
The top five African destinations for
P.O.Box 1014 U.S. products were South Africa,
Addis Ababa U.S.-AFRICAN TRADE PROFILE Nigeria, Angola, Benin and Ghana.
Ethiopia U.S. imports from the oil -producing
U.S. total trade with sub -Saharan countries grew in every case from
Africa, which includes both exports Nigeria, Angola, Republic of Congo,
and imports, rose 28 percent in Equatorial Guinea, Chad and Gabon,
Phone: 225511'3'21;18% 2008 from the year before, as both the report said.
Fax: 251 -11-1242454 exports and imports grew, according
Email: pasaddis@state.gov to a U.S. -African Trade Profile pub- The 8th AnnuaIVAGOA Forum will be
lished by the Commerce Depart- held August 4 N6 in Nairobi, Kenya,

ment NDs I nternat i onathe Kemyattd lateradonal Goinfer-
stration (ITA). In 2008, U.S. exports ence Center.
totaled $18.6 billion, compared with

Web site $14.4 billion in 2007, and imports What foreign affairs decisions should
htp:// last year reached $86.1 billion, com-  President Obama consider? Com-
‘piaLuSe pared with $67.4 billion in 2007, ment on America.gov's blog.

ethiopia. oV the ITA report said. ( http://blogs.america.gov/

mbassy-9 campaign/2009/01/21/day -2-what -
Exports were driven by demand for should-obama%e2%80%99s -top-
machinery, vehicles and parts, priorities -be/ )

See also wheat, noncrude oil, aircraft and

) electrical machinery, which included (This is a product of the Bureau of
http://www.america.gov/ telecommunications equipment. U.S.  International Information Programs,
Tell ing Amer i c ¢ drports ¢f African products were led U.S. Department of State. Web
by crude oil and passenger vehicles, site: http://www.america.gov) DZ

Peace Corps: oBorn in America, but Learned
(Continued from pagé) a place |Ii ke Ghana where a
to a better world. Many have said they joined the said. OThe older volunteer
Peace Corps in their later years because they never all ows younger volunteers
forgot President KennedyDs original call to step fo
ward and serve. (This is a product of the Bureau of International In-

formation Programs, U.S. Department of State.
OOl der wvolunteers canht m3&Vebcsie: hitd/ewweamericagggy) o Dz t h e
young ones, but they have the experience to get so
much done without wasted movement. They are
just as effective, if not more effective, especially in

New Technol ogies Strengthening Africads Ecd
(Continued from pagé) that price drops are passed on to the consumers,

and that ICTs are properly integrated into overall
able to connect all of the main metropolitan areas in infrastructure development.

African by 2012.

The findings of African Economic Outlook ( http://
For this expansion to take place, the African Eco- www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/ ) are available on
nomic Outlook study found, local government in- a Web site of the reportBiDs
volvement will be extremely important to ensure
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