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Clinton Africa Trip Seen Offering Opportunities

By James Fisher-
Thompson
Staff Writer

Washington i Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham
ClintonRsNAug
seven-nation trip to Af-
rica presents a good op-
portunity to build on de-
velopment partnerships
set out by President
Obama during his recent
visit to the continent,
says former Assistant
Secretary of State for
African Affairs Walter

Kansteiner.
(Continued on pagg)

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton meets with then
Minister Nkosazana Dlamini - Zuma of South Africa in March
2009 in Washington.

- Foreign

McDermott: AGOA Forum Promotes
Important Economic Interaction

By Charles W. Corey
Staff Writer

James McDermott
made that point in an
August 3 interview
with America.gov.
McDermott, who has
spent 21 years in the
3 U.S. Congress, was
2 in Nairobi awaiting
the opening of the
Eighth United States
NSub-Saharan Africa
Trade and Economic
Forum, August 4N6,

4 @lspskngwn as the
(Continued on pag8)

Nairobi, Kenya i An an-
nual conference such as
the Eighth AGOA Forum
is important because it
allows Americans and
Africans to openly dis-
cuss trade issues, make
improvements and ad-
dress any problems in
their trade relationships.

U.S. Representative James McDer-
mott, shown addressing Congress in
2005, is known informally by many

as othe father of

U.S. Representative
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ClintonDs first
as secretary of state includes an
initial stop in Kenya to attend the
African Growth and Opportunity
Act (AGOA) Forum followed by vis-
its to South Africa, Angola, the De-
mocratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC), Nigeria, Liberia and Cape
Verde.

Kansteiner said he believes Clin-
tonhNDs meeting
can officials is especially timely.
OWhat a wonder ful
has to really open up that dialogue
with the new South African govern-
ment as a representative of the new
American government.

OThis is really a
relations with not only South Africa
but all of sub-Sahar an Afr
steiner told Amer.
was facilitated by President Obama,
who in his speech in Ghana ap-
proached the continent with a mes-
sage of hope as well as understand-
ing for its economic and political
chall enges. 0

Kansteiner was assistant secretary
of state for African affairs under
President George W. Bush from
2001 to 2003. As a founding mem-
ber of the Scowcroft Group, an in-
ternational business advisory firm,
he helped broker the $1.3 billion
privatization of Telkom South Af-

t hi

president of the United States make
lomat said.

Ol't was
challenged the Africans, telling
them how it was, and explained
where the U.S. was on helping
them overcome poverty. So | think
it was a very good launch pad for
S
and be

a partner

wi t hObama's SpBextuih Ghanfs fl ittp:#/

www.america.gov/st/texttrans-
eaghgh/@008/uni ty she
July/20090711110050abretnuh0.1
079783.html&distid =ucs ).)

In Accra, Obama reiterated the
$3.5 billion pledge he made at the
G8 Imeedinyg indthlyatb enprbve agd-.
culture and food security in Africa.
But be,said tKag imreturn, he ex-
pecaed Afoican lea@ess nadfigtit tor-
ruption and create an enabling envi-
ronment for business because
Odevel opment
governance. 0

Professor Peter Pham, an Africanist
who teaches political science at
James Madison University and has
completed a book about the rebirth
of Liberia, also touched on the im-

portance of
Ol think itRhRs a
he told

creasingly being recognized as im-

steps he has already taken to aid

quest for increased funding for the
Millennium Challenge Corporation

forthri ght[M@Oh dendtherighs signalslthat

America takes the continent seri-
ously. o

Another program making a differ-
ence, Pham said, is AGOA, the

ofcfoincciearInitnrgi pAftroi cAaf, dévetbpiment ih Africadike adet p -

countries that liberalize their econo-

mies.

Since it was passed by Congress in

2000, AGOA has proved

Oextraordinarily
ness development on the conti-
nent, 0 Pham said.

Positive results in helping Africans
expand their businesses in a num-
ber of places, like Lesotho and
Swaziland, where employment in
the textile industry has increased
severalfold and exports to the

percent from a decade ago.

OSo AGOA is certai
the right things: that trade n find-
ing AfricabDs wunig

global economy and integrating it
are key to sustained development

Cl i nt oannilds ptrroispp.er i ty, o

U.S. Department of State. Web

d e p e nUhised States gpvards toward 700

rica, one of the largest privatiza- portant to U.S. strategic interests,  site: http://www.america.gov) Dz
tions in Africa, and continues to and so ithRDs very important that the
advise corporations on mergers, secretary of state and other senior
acquisitions and privatizations on U.S. officials acknowledge this fact
the continent. publicly with visits such as this.d
ObamaRs July 11 adprdhraens ssatiod ObamaRs Opersonal his-
GhanaRDs Parl i amentt oirsy 60oonfe aonf Afhrei can f ather and now
best speeches | Nv etolethe firstAfriaan-Amedcan

elected U.S. president, Oas well as
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think it is important to come out worked and is working to expand
AGOA Forum for the U.S. African and | isten. o and deepen U.S.-Africa trade ties.
Growth and Opportunity Act.

McDermott, who serves in the U.S. In those countries that have not

McDermott, whom many often in- House of Representatives on the benefited from AGOA, McDermott
formally call Ot h epoviesfil Ways and Mears E&mitd s ai d, people often sa
said the fact that top members of tee, which has jurisdiction over all ple have got something going that
President Obamabls ré&enbe-raisiny messuled andbae we havenDt got. What
attending, such as Secretary of number of important social pro- to do to get that?o0
State Hillary Rodham Clinton, sends grams, noted that he is not a busi-
a signal of Afr i c anBssmanh amd bnowsdittleabout 0 Commenting on the importance of
the United States. economic development. transparency, McDermott recalled

that he was in Ghana in 1961 when
ONow we wi l I f i nd Botutd furthér @xplairs losningerestin t her e was Otremendous

of the problems are that wecango t he AGOA For um, h eoves thé abntineBtlas theocoumtries
back and try to correct or facilitate Africa and | look for ideas to make became independent. ... The hope-

a solution to. That is why, when things work, and this conference is fulness at that time was tremen-

we wrote the original bill, it wasin i mport ant f or t hatdous!

the original |l egi slation & that every

year there was to be a meetingbe- Si nce AGOANs incepQTihoenn iAf r2i0c0aOn alseader s

tween the leaders of Africa and the part of the Trade and Development der ed t hat, o he said.

United States so that they had Act, U.S.-Africa trade ties have be- are fighting their way back. You

some kind of mechanism to bring come closer and deeper, he said. can see some countries where they

their complaints or problems & to have gotten back on their feet i

our attention. o0 Bef ore AGOA, he saGhdanaQt hSeernee gsailm- Rwand
ply was no one [Americans in large eral others where things are starting

McDermott, a Democrat who repre- numbers] doing business over to work.

sents Seattle, Washington, in the here, d outside of certain natur al

Pacific Northwest, further illustrated resource and extractive industries, = What has been a required part of

his point: Ol was QnnotSheiantgt |-@efd dan ko adragmatufigh, .he said, is the accep-

[years ago] when the heads of 17 tance of transparency and the rule

or 18 Asian countries came tomeet Ol t seemed t o me tofilaw. we ought to

the [U.S.] president. | had an oppor- start [some business and trade],

tunity to watch when the president and that is now going on. Thereare ONobody wants to come
and the other leaders got together  some countries that are not doing it and put a bunch of money on the

€& and all the meet[itnagksi ntgh aatd vgaon toang e goofind An@ €hAn]find ocatntttht itdBas

around the edges where the work sometimes it has to do with corrupt been st ol en or that vy

gets done. & My b eldadessHip or svartety aftsituatfons, out 6 of the country,

you donDt facil it abutehetfabtdstthabAGOA hasa k e i t

sort of a formal thing, it does not wor ked i n some c o uMcDarnmoe saiddhat around 1994,

happen. when the World Trade Organization
McDermott acknowledged that as a trade policy was being discussed in

OSo that i s why wetrade prieferéncei ptogramnfor dfritah ehe Congress, he asked what it

legislation that we thought there N which has been revised and im-  would do for Africa.

should be a yearly conference proved many times since its incep-

where people can come and say tion 1 AGOA can be viewed likea He sai d the answer wa

how things are going 1 they can glass, as being half full or half so he pressed for language in the

say good things anethptgEddpending torhyiour gesspec- implementation legislation to push

So that is why | come, because | tive. But, he said, overall, it has (Continued on pag#8)
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Byliner: U.S. Trade Representative on U.S. -African Growth
Partnership

This commentary by U.S. Trade exception. | am committed to find- rything is already covered - but in
Representative Ron Kirk was pub- ing new solutions to the challenges increasing the utilization of AGOA.
lished August 3 in several Kenyan facing African exporters and new We will do our part by providing
newspapers and is in the public do- ways to realize the potential of trade-related technical assistance.
main. There are no republication AGOA. African governments and busi-
restrictions. nesses can help to make the most
This is the first AGOA Forum of the of AGOA by developing joint export
(begin byliner) Obama Administration, and it is an  development strategies in specific
opportune time to discuss new product sectors.
Toward a New U.S.-African Partner- st r at egi es that can build on AGOADs
ship on Trade and Development achievements and set a new path A healthy, sustainable U.S.-Africa
for U.S.-Africa trade and invest- relationship must be built on ex-
By Ron Kirk ment. panded trade in both directions.

Thanks to AGOA, the U.S. market -
In his address to the Ghanaian Par- Here are some key considerations the largest single-country market

liament last month, President that | think should be taken into for African goods - is more open to
Obama laid out his vision for a new account as we move forward: African products than ever before.
U.S.-African partnership, one that Africans can help to put our long-
includes Osuppor t iWwegeed tfirdln@spamemote ef- term trade and investment relation-
that provides opportunity for more fective ways to promote African ship on a stronger footing by inten-
peopl e. 0 competitiveness. The experience of sifying efforts to address trade bar-
developing countries in Asia sug- riers affecting U.S. exporters in

This week in Nairobi, | will attend gests that African countries need to their countries. We will need to
the 8th African Growth and Oppor- expand and diversify their trade in work together to find ways to level

tunity Act (AGOA) Forum, as will order to generate and sustain eco-  the playing field for U.S. exporters
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, nomic growth. Africans can become and increase two-way trade.

Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vil- more competitive internationally by

sack, senior U.S. and African offi- improving the business environment Regional economic integration is

cials, and representatives of the in their countries and nurturingen- cr i ti cal to Africanbs
private sector and civil society. At  trepreneurial initiative, including ber, the leaders of more than two

the Forum, we will discuss ways to through simplification and moderni- dozen African countries committed
advance the U.S.-Africa partnership zation of border procedures. An am- to work toward a regional free trade
on trade and development. bitious and balanced outcome of area stretching from the Mediterra-
the World Trade Orngantoitte £ape of Gddd Hope.
AGOA, which was passed by Con- Doha Round negotiations could also These and other efforts toward re-

gress and signed into law by Presi- help Africa to reap more benefits gional integration hold the promise
dent Clinton in 2000, eliminates from the global trading system. of boosting intra-regional trade and
duties on almost everything eligible improving investment prospects in
African countries export to the The challenge in improving AGOA is Africa, as well as African competi-
United States. It also provides a utilization. AGOA has helped to tiveness. The United States will
framework for U.S.-African coop- grow and diversify U.S.-African work with African regional organiza-
eration on economic issues. trade. African exports to the United tions and their member countries to
States now include apparel, foot- support these initiatives.

The theme of this wearaprotessed¥&® pgrodécts; and
rum i s OReali zi ng othbresalue-adddd prBdudtse Still,i a IAid for Trade must be a priority for

of AGOA through Expansion of we know that more can be done to both donors and beneficiary coun-
Trade and | nvest meerpand AGOA trade across more tries. The Obama Administration is
countries and more product sectors. committed to supporting trade ca-
This is a difficult time for exporters The answer is not expanding the pacity building assistance, also
around the world, and Africa is no list of AGOA products - almost eve- (Continued on pag8)
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Regional Reforms Increasing African Trade

By Charles W. Corey
Staff Writer

Nairobi, Kenya n The
East and Central Africa
(ECA) Global Competi-
tiveness Hub, one of four
such U.S.-sponsored Af-
rican trade offices, is
promoting greater U.S.-
Africa trade as well as
increased African re-
gional trade. It has di-
rectly closed at least $29
million in trade deals
since its creation in
2003.

The ECA Hub, located in
Nairobi, is operated by
the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development
(USAID). Other U.S.
trade hubs n located in
Dakar, Senegal; Accra,
Ghana; and Gaborone,
Botswana i have di-
rectly closed, collec-
tively, more than $135 million in
trade deals since their inception ear-
lier this decade.

rica.

Three USAID employees based in
Nairobi i Stephanie Wilcock, re-
gional trade adviser; Larry Meserve,
deputy regional director; and Kim
Wylie, development outreach and
communications specialist 1 sat
down with America.gov August 1
to discuss the operation of the ECA
Hub.

All three were gearing up for the
Eighth United StatesNSub-Saharan
Africa Trade and Economic Coop-
eration Forum, which takes place
this year in Nairobi, Kenya, August
4N6. The meeting is also known as
the AGOA Forum named after the
U.S. African Growth and Opportu-

Page 5

vibrant street life. Dakar also hosts one of several U.S. regional trade hubs in sub

nity Act.

Since 2003, the ECA Hub has
worked with hundreds of firms and
has been responsible for millions of
dol I arsnhD worth of
United States, under AGOA in par-
ticular.

Beneficiary companies such as
Kenana Knitters of Kenya have tri-
pled their work forces and are now
selling their creative products in the
United States and, in particular, to
the prestigious U.S. retailer Saks
Fifth Avenue.

Gahaya Links of Rwanda has been
able to create more than 3,000 jobs
by producing and exporting decora-
tive baskets to the giant U.S. re-

Dried goods vendor Omar Diop adjusts his wares in a market on the outskirts of Dakar, Senegal.
Dakar, one of the most popular destinations in West Africa, is alive with markets, music clubs and

- Saharan Af-

tailer MacyDs.

Other firms, such as Novastar Gar-
ments of Ethiopia, and Phenix Lo-
gistics, which makes organic cotton
apparpl inrUgasdat have aldo enow
penetrated the U.S. market, thanks
to the ECA trade hub.

Wilcock said the ECA trade hub
staff holds numerous workshops to
Oeducatedo those
on how to qualify their products for
export to the United States under
the U.S. AGOA trade preference
program. They also help identify
business firms that might have ex-
port potential to the United States
and take some African firms to U.S.

(Continued on pagé)
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Regional Reforms Increasing African Trade . . .

(Continued from pagb)

trade shows to help them market
their wares to American buyers.

She said the hub i which is now
working with an increased budget

A is also now coordinating closely
with private sector businesses
across the region to lobby African
lawmakers to further streamline the
regional trade process.
OHaving focused i
| think all of these hubs have ex-
panded and realized that there are a
number of barriers in taking advan-
tage of AGOA, and those come in
the form of a poor business climate,
high transport costs and high en-
ergy costs, O

Turning again to her Nairobi hub,
Wil cock said it

AGOA at first but then quickly di-
versified into programs designed to
expedite
to reduce costs.

Il Tustrating her
Malaba i the major rail customs
border point between Uganda and
Kenya n we worked to reduce
clearance time by introducing a one
-stop clearance process where both
sides clear products together rather
than separately. o

That, she said, has dramatically re-
duced clearance time from three
days to three hours and has thus
saved time and costs for everyone.
That same process, she said, is
now also being applied to truck traf-
fic.

Meserve said the ECA Hub is now
working with the Common Market
for Eastern and Southern Africa

(COMESA) and other regional eco-

Page 6

psoiionnta, | iszhee

tion, he said,
gional problem-solving approach
and clearing barri

The use of common regional sys-

Wi | c¢ otenls, he saidl,| aatiuiathy éhals.

Osignificantly
time for goods in shipment and,

O f with that,ethie actuallcost of doing

business. We are working with the
ports too, with the East African

help standardize procedures and
certification processes to profes-
t shaei i dr

Traders are forced to purchase a
bond in each country where goods
are transshipped, guaranteeing that
those products will not be sold in
that country. Clearance of those
bonds can take up to a year.

Wilcock said it is estimated that up
to $500 million in scarce capital is
locked up in this bonding system. If
a regional approach can be adopted,
much of that scarce capital would
be available for other investments.

Wilcock said there are competitive-
ness arguments mandating the need
for taking a regional approach to
trade. OFor transi
difference for your global competi-

GsAyterhpetitige, 0

nomic commissions to reducetrade ti veness | evel , b 0O
barriers and Obring out more com
Such a regional approach is also
mon policiesdo from which everyone
can benefit. helpful in the area of financial ser-
vices and transaction costs, she
That includes promoting regional added, which tend in sub-Saharan
transit facilitation and encouraging Africa to be Osom
common tariffs and one-stop border t he wor | d. E |4p vy
posts, he said. Most countries work with financial integration on a re-
bilaterally and so cannot do that, he gional basis, you can reduce those
explained. transaction costs
nitially on AGOA, goods more competitive.
OThe hubfsdealoueontri bu-

in the area of cotton and textiles,
sheresplaineal, viheradifferend parts
of the supply chain exist in different
countries.

Tanzania has cotton and lint pro-
duction, cotton is grown in Uganda,
and garment trims are produced in

ot her countries, ©

t r ans por tFeeight FoowardérdhAssociatianj to n ual country tariffs present huge ad-

ditional costs to the end products,
she said, and thus make them less
he said.

Kim Wylie, USAI DN
outreach and communications spe-
cialist in Nairobi, said that, ulti-
mately, Oif regio
if poverty is reduced and an African
middle-class is created, think of the
market that there would be for Afri-
can products just in Africa, and that
will spur even more economic
growth and development across the
continent. o

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov)
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Africans Must Use Trade to Fight Economic Crisis, Kenyan Says

By Charles W. Corey ONever

chrewe become significant global

Staff Writer fore has an  actors i economically and politi-
American cally 1 to make maximum use of
Nairobi, Kenya i Kenyan Prime president AGOA opportunities. o
Minister Raila Odinga, representing and a secre-
the host nation, officially opened tary of state In 2008, he said, the United States
the civil-society and private-sector visited our imported $93 billion in apparel, but
sessions of the Eighth AGOA Forum | continent so only $1 billion of it came from Af-
on August 4 with the traditional -~ | early in their rica. He said that is because most
Swahi |l i wel come, - §’ltdenur e , Adricdneroduction comes from
called for Africa to trade its way E told the small and medium-sized producers
out of the global economic crisis. % delegates, who have trouble filling large orders
28 pefore go- for the United States.

In a keynote speech before the Kenyan Prime Minister ing on to
combined opening session, which Raila Odinga publicly While Africa moves to remedy that
included African ministers, Odinga thank Sec- problem, he said, it must also focus
said that Of or Af rrétaryaof StateHillarg RodHara Clin-r en-expanding regional trade, which
cession is particularly challenging: It ton, who would arrive later in Nai- st i | | remains Opitifu
adds to our growing crisis in water, robi to attend the Eighth AGOA Fo-
food, energyodo and rinmgs thd first stbpom lger historic OWe must create our o
term economic growth and develop- seven-nation Africa trip. strategies and focus strongly on
ment. intra-African trade. That is where

OThere was a ti me,toheQde nigsa ismanedn,se pot e
OFor tens of mil | iGwhser[eofweAfsroiucgahnts Jasaidi t o resol ve
even a small drop inincomecanput our economic¢c devel opment needs. 0
them on the edge oButnswAfiicang seb mde iftegna- Odinga called on Africans to create
said. tional and regional trade as a viable their own African version of the

solution, he said, particularly in light AGOA Forum and, to a rousing
As difficult as times are, however, of the global economic crisis and round of applause, asked why it is
there are chances tioefsubfbusrndeslinecin iotgrna- not possible to open borders across
portunity, 0 he addtiertlinvestmdnt.he c al | e d Africa for the free flow of goods
for new ways to attack problems and trade.
Owhi ch cannot be aAdritaneendracd trade with
through conventi onGrle neefweodr tvsi.gdor 6 a sHe kaidet ismaasiarfa someone to

achieve long-term economic growth travel many nations across Europe
All Africans agr e eanddevwelopmani, the said We than it is for an African business-
must trade our way out of this cri- man to travel from Nigeria to
sis. 0 Odinga praised the African Growth Kenya.

and Opportunity Act, which was
Odinga told his audience at the passed in its original formin 2000 OWhy donRDt we open ou
Kenyatta International Conference  as a trade preference program for kets here?0 he asked

Centre in Nairobi that Africans are  the import of African goods into the
Omost fortunateo tWS. imaketeasa satalyst, it said
partner as they try to find new it is too early to claim full success
ways to attack their economic prob- for the law.

lems a new U.S. presidential ad-
ministration that is also exploring
new ideas and has shown strong

support for the continent.

He called on Africans to increase

the quality and quantity of their ex-
port products for both international
and regional

Page 7

mar ket s.

The African market is 800 million
consumers strong, he said, but if
borders are closed or overly restric-
tive, African businesses cannot do
business and expand, and African
economies cannot grow.

d50n | y (C{)ntri]nugdnon page)

Weekly Special Report




Civil Society, Private Sector Important to AGOA

By Charles W. Corey
Staff Writer

Civil society
and the private
sector must
play broad
roles, he said,

Nairobi, Kenya i The role of civil '
society groups and the private sec-

tor in the African Growth and Op-
portunity Act (AGOA) forums and
the AGOA process is more impor-

tant than ever, U.S. Ambassador M sure that free
to Kenya Michael Ranneberger said § and fair trade
August 4. 5 exists and that
N policymakers
Addressing the combined opening are held ac-

session for the civil society and U.S. Ambassador to countable for
private sector forums at the eighth KewaMichael Ranne-  their actions in
annual United States-Sub-Saharan  2¢/9¢ a transparent
Africa Trade and Economic Coop- process, espe-
eration Forum, known as the AGOA cially with respect to trade and gov-
Forum, Ranneberger said while both ernance policies that negatively af-

Wi stabi |l it markets through the AGOA pro-

gram. Gahaya Links of Rwanda,
which is exporting baskets to the

U.S. retailer MacyDs,

Knitters of Kenya, which is export-
ing its knitted goods and novelties
to the United States, are just two

Oh el pi n gofthe many success stories, he

said.

Ranneberger told the delegates,
which also included African govern-

ment of ficials, t hat

Kenya experienced last year high-
lighted the key role which civil soci-
ety and the private sector can and
must play.

OCivil society, t

groups have always participatedin f e c t producer s an dandctieenmedianak came together in

AGOA meetings, Oyour role now is
more timely and important than Ranneberger quoted President
ever . o0 Obama in explaining why civil soci-

ety is so important, noting that the
OEconomic devel op maeof lava gidl patticipation and
mocratic institutions are inextricably the need to find concrete solutions
l inked, 0 he expl aitodaidinatetdrraptien ar@ bfemajor
many reasons why some nations in importance.
sub-Sahara Africa are failing to take
advantage of the trade preference The presence at the forum of U.S.
terms offered under AGOA, he said, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
and those reasons center on a lack Clinton; the U.S. trade representa-
of transparency, weak anti- tive, Ambassador Ron Kirk; other
corruption efforts and the need for  Cabinet-rank officials; and members
stronger democratic institutions. of the U.S. Congress, he said,

Ounderscores the
One key area to be discussed at the attach to AGOA as a means to fos-
forum, he told the delegates, ishow t er economic deve
to energize the relationship between
civil society and the private sector. Ranneberger praised remarks by

Secretary Clinton at a different fo-
OThat rel ati onshi prumrsession treanhighlighted the
the spirit of frank and constructive particularly important role women
di al ogue i f it i s ptloays uacsc eCeddr,iov ehres o
said. OPrivate s e cgrowthara danodtatiositabilitys o c
ety bear a responsibility to speak
truth to power to encourage and He also praised U.S. Agency for
press for the economic and political International Development (USAID)
reforms necessary to promoteeco- ef forts that are
nomic development and democratic groups in East Africa to access U.S.

Page 8

an historic way to exert influence to
promote peaceful pressure to reach
a political solution and to develop a
far-reaching reform agenda to deal
with the underlying problem which
fuell ed the crisi

Full implementation of that reform
agenda, he told the delegates, is

he

S .

Oabsolutely essent.i

so is one factor holding back eco-
nomic recovery and full exploitation
of the opportunities offered by
AGOA. 0

Ramebergernapmaededvtbe
Ocourageous worko
ety mmawps dnd the private sector
are doing across Africa.

Ol urge you all t
tion today to explore the relation-

ship between economic develop-

neeft ared Gtoongodamnocratic institu-
tions, to examine the relevance for
AGOA and to develop constructive
recommendations, 0

0]

assisting womenhsh

(Continued on pag®)
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Civil Society, Private Sector Important to AGOA . . .

(Continued from pag®8)

Ol want to assure
voices are heard throughout the
conference and the United States
and that your input will most defi-
nitely be used to improve the im-
pact of the

Kenyan Prime Minister Raila Odinga

officially opened the one-day civil
society and private sector sessions
ag thelreprebeathtiveyod the host
nation.

Secretary of State Clinton will ad-
dress a ministerial session that be-

[ AGOA ]ginp Augugtrbahber adrival in Kenya

will mark the first stop on a seven-
nation Africa trip.

The Eighth AGOA Forum runs
through August 6.

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) Dz

Africans Must Use Trade to Fight Economic Crisis, Kenyan Says . . .

(Continued from pag@é)

sador to Kenya, Michael Ranneber-

On the issue of governance, Odinga ger.

said Africa is now in a time of
Opolitical
from the strongman dictators such
as Mobutu Sese Seko and Idi Amin
and embracing accountability,
transparency and good governance.

The program also included speakers
from the private-sector and civil-
society forums and the U.S. ambas

t ransi tTheokighth AGOA Fdarumg forenaViya y

known as the U.S.-Sub-Saharan
Africa Trade and Economic Coop-
eration Forum, runs August 4N6 in
Nairobi.

A major ministerial session will be
held August 5N6. It will be at-
tended by Secretary of State Clin

ton, U.S. Trade Representative Ron
Kirk, other Cabinet officials and
members of the U.S. Congress. The
U.S. government co-sponsors the
annual AGOA trade forum.

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) Dz

Byliner: U.S. Trade Representative on U.S. -African Growth Partnership . . .

(Continued from pagé)

known as OAid for
African countries make the most of
global trade opportunities. Last
year, the United States provided
over a billion dollars in trade capac-
ity building assistance to sub-
Saharan Africa. African countries
must also do their part by making
trade a priority in their development
programs and ensuring that funds
are wisely targeted.

As President Obama said in Ghana,

Page 9

what we are trying to achieve with

ofurra dAef,roi ctaon hpealrpt ner s

growth numbers on a balance
sheet. 0 We are
opportunities, new jobs, and
brighter futures for Africans and
Americans alike.

Trade can be a powerful tool for
realizing

w o rthtiven] g

hand.

is Omore than
[Ron Kirk is the U.S. trade represen-
to create

(end byliner)

(Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-
national Information Programs, U.S.

Af r i c a D sDepadneent of Btate. Wdbesitee | o p -

ment priorities. The United States is http://www.america.gov) Dz

committed to working with our Afri-

can partners to ensure that trade
and development work hand-in-
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African Specialty Foods Key Part of AGOA

By Charles W. Corey
Staff Writer

can governments.
pay for signage. They help us put
on various launch events. We work
with the ministri
because when we go into a new
supermarket chain, it is a new ex-
perience. E Most

Nairobi, Kenya i1 A U.S. specialty
food development company is help-
ing African countries develop higher
-end products for export to U.S.

and worldwide markets. public doesnBDt kn
Africa & so we ar

The company, Talier Trading Group, and say, nhWe have

now works in 14 African countries. | ous f ood, taste

lebrity chefs and put on huge
e X p oervte nctosf.f e@®® ,Wet etar,y

learning experience for all of Af-
sauces, 0 said JimrThcaa.loer, the c¢com-
panyflNs chief executive officer.
do jams from Senegal. We do He said the specialty food market in
juices. A lot of what we do is very the United States is the largest in
regional-s peci fic. 0 the world, totaling about $70 billion
in revenue annually, with the Euro-
pean market doing only about half
that volume.

Oln Kenya, we
honey and a range of cooking

Thaller talked with America.gov at
the combined private sectorNcivil
society opening session at the
Eighth AGOA Forum in Nairobi Au-
gust 4. He was attending the
AGOA Forum to network and fur-
ther improve and expand his com-

For that reason,

cally start with
critical mass marketing production
of a product.

(marulfaetyres lit n|Africaf@ export.

Oln Mali, we do a r
ensixex) $uchtas West Adriman @hoco-
|l ate spice cake. 0o H

though people in Mali are not bak-
oirig cdkdse70 percent of ahe agricul-
otwral popuatiom is grgwirgg ndlet br

esorghlorh @ cdssavac o me i n
al | of this fabu-

an

iQWen cWen nborti ntga kien tchee- p

as it is, but are most interested in
tirmplechentinig the aakie chaint ot a l

[finishing the raw product for added

value] in Mali or anywhere else, so

O We that is where we actually take

those raw materials, turn them into
fl our and then

Because the value is added in Mali,
he said, the Malians earn more
money from their crops as they are
refined into finished products.

he said, Owe typi-

t Tinadler &hid &is dompamwy, v@ahichh i e v e
does specialty foods worldwide,
has been involved in Africa for only
three years but has already in-
creased business from zero to $10

He aaidchis co®pahyssets uptsped y . 0
cialty food aisles in 7,000 super-

panylDs product | ine.
Asked if the U.S. African Growth
OAfrica is not t erandOppoytunitycAetgAGOA)ttrade e million annually.
the commodity trade, so we try to  preference program has helped his
brand products the way youwould busi ness, Thall er
pasta sauce from ltaly and then ex-
port predominantly to the United OAGOA has done a

States, 0 he said. things:Itallows us to get African
products into the U.S. duty free,
which is very helpful when you are
talking about operating out of an
amazingly expensive place like Af-

rica.

Thaller, a self-described entrepre-
neur, said the business represents
entrepreneurialism at its most grass
-roots, basic level.

ONot hing is as
from scratch. & Y oadot i@d atténtion tortHe arieus t
with a lot of African government sectorso of trade
of ficialso and p e onpelned oaucsrloys sh etlhpef ul
spectrum, he said. He praised many
African governments for helping his Thaller said his company identifies
company market African products. products and partners and helps
them export to the United States or
OWwe ot of ssunpetinoes designg soprodustfandi -

get a |
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e x cOBteiynogn da st hsatta,r tiitnghas

cnoatkgtd, epresdnting 39 ethnic
parts of the world.

OWe do all of them:
Thai. Africa is just another piece of
that. Right now, the Africa program
consists of 520 products from 14
countries.
al so brought i
Oln 2006, African
. unkBdwin categmsy ibtheemmin-t r e -
. sream market. Now it is easily one
of the fastest-growing categories f
starting from zero there is nowhere
to go but wup.o

(Continued on pag#d)
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AGOA Spurs African Stock Exchanges

By Charles W. Corey
Staff Writer

Kigali, Rwanda i The historic U.S. s
African Growth and Opportunity iy '
Act (AGOA) has created a positive
impact across sub-Saharan Africa,
and one such development has
been the establishment of private
equity stock markets in many Afri-
can countries.

Kigali, the capital of Rwanda, has a
newly established stock exchange.

Robert Mathu, executive director
of RwandaRls Capi t avestndats aockinvespatgoidingly
sory Council, made that pointina and rationally, 0
July 30 interview with America.gov
at the headquarters of the Rwanda

Capital Market, which runs the
countryBRs stock
made his comments before the
opening of the 8th AGOA Forum in
Nairobi, Kenya, August 4N6.

The capital market ensures that in-
vestment funds are priced competi-
e xtiyelysamdgtrensparerdly flerwevery-
one to see, he added.

Citing an example, he said the
Rwanda Capital Market posted its
A stock market is critical to a coun- first corporate bond issued by BCR
trynRNs financi adternmh eCapital n Janwady 2008.nThe long-
economic growth and development, term funds that were generated

he said, and thus the Rwanda Capi- from that investment offering, he
tal Market, which was established  said, are now being used to provide
in January 2008, Olf-ites 20syeammorigages that are
funding key economic projects. allowing Rwandans buy homes and,

in turn, also helping to stimulate the

ar e eCopomy.r emel y cr u-
explained, because they
Most investment being funded by
commercial banks is short-term, he

Stock markets
cial, o he
provide long-term capital funding
needed for economic development
at reasonable rates.

to attract long-term capital, long-
OA stock mar ket h etérp developnyent projeckstsucly as
allocate capital more efficiently than mortgages cannot be funded.
any other system because & capital
is attracted to one thing: returnon Mat hu sai d
investment. Without a capital mar- is just one aspect of an economy
ket , 06 Mathu sai d, tiaahas bgendotatly trersformeal-
possible for investors to access a since the

said, and so without a stock market

and service sectors being reworked
from the ground up.

ORwanda now has the h
of governance in Afri
pl ained, meaning a Oz

for corruption, full transparency,
very good security of life and prop-
erty, with rule of
observed.

With those reforms now being im-
plemented, he said, the only thing

htat Ha bedn datkmhg if long-term

capital, and that gap is now being
provided by the Rwanda Capital
Market.

Besides serving the domestic in-
vestment sector, the Rwanda Capi-
tal Market now also offers invest-
ments to international portfolio in-
vestors, he added.

The market serves those investors,
he said, by following international
accounting and disclosure standards
and rules of transparency that allow
those investors to make their in-
vestment decisions based on inter-
national standards with which they
are familiar.

Those international investors, in
turn, provide the country with
needed foreign exchange capital, he
said. Additionally, he said, foreign
investors have an
always at the ready in the capital
markets in that they can sell their

Rwa n d a NgvestimertsCol thédpénkrarket at

any time.

count ry MN\athd $higd the Rwearid@ Cabithle ,

variety of investments in a competi- in which more than 800,000 people Market is now affiliated with its

tive environment . odied.

OWhen you have a cQfpiltoatl onfarrkeefto rims
a Western economy, because infor- taken across the entire spectrum of
mation is publicly available, the the economy, 0 he
public can select the best-yielding countryRNDs financi
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sai
al ,

fellow exchanges in East Africa: the
Nairobi Stock Exchange (NSE), the
Durde¥ SaladheStodk Estchahger -
(DSE) and the Uganda Securities
d, with the

ma n uf a€opugHed Pn RAgES)
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Clinton Will Meet with Somali Leader During AGOA Forum

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.
Staff Writer

groups that are working against
them, 06 Carson added.

Washington n Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton plans to

meet with President Sheikh Sharif
Ahmed of Somali als
Federal Government on the sidelines
at the 8th Annual AGOA Forum to
show support for his efforts to re-

The problems that plague southern
Somalia have begun to carry over to
other areas of the region and inter-
nationally, Carson said.

OWe see in neighborin
the south, some 270,000 refugees

store order to the conflict-weary in the Dadaab refugee camp, 5,000

African nation, a senior U.S. diplo- to 6,000 Somali refugees flowing

mat says. across the border each month into

Secretary of State Hillary .
Rodham Clinon Kenya, putting enormous stress on
Clinton will meet with Sheikh Sharif that countryBDs infras
at the U.S.-Sub-Saharan Africa al so a burden for the
Trade and Economic Cooperation [and] assisting in the prevention,
Forum, known more commonly as  mitigation and resolution of con- And in the international arena, he
the AGOA Forum, in Nairobi, flicts around Af r isaid maritifkegirasyohas emergedl .
Kenya, August 4N6. The secretary generated in large part because of
is launching an 11-day, seven- OThe United St at e sthewentiruiag ifstabilipyanrSbmalia.

nation trip to Africa to underscore ner with African leaders to advance He said the United States is pre-
the U.S. commitment totheconti- t he pr esi dent NDs v iparedotoprovidehadditibnaliassis-al s o

nent. a vision shared by many African tance to the Transitional Federal

| eader s, 0 he adde dGovernment and the African Union
OWe think that his government @E Mission to Somalia, which has
offers the best possible chance for Carson, who will accompany Clin-  Ugandan and Burundian troops in
restoring stability to southern So- ton along with other senior U.S. the country.

malia, which has been troubled over officials, said this trip underlines the

the last 20 years by enormous vio- U.S. commitment to partner with What foreign affairs decisions

|l ence and ci vil c oAfricdnigeavérnmentsh the grigate a n should President Obama consider?
Secretary of State Johnnie Carson  sector, nongovernmental organiza- Comment on America. go
said at a July 30 State Department tions and the public. The trip comes Obama Today ( http://

press briefing. three weeks after President Obama blogs.america.gov/
visited Ghana to give an Africa- obama/2009/01/21/day-2-what-
During her visit to Africa, Clinton wide speech on the U.S. concern should-obama%e2%80% 99s-top-

will travel to Kenya for the AGOA f or AfricafDs gr owtphoridesloe/)f uture. (See
Forum and to South Africa, Angola, President Obama in Ghana ( http://
the Democratic Republic of Congo, www.america.gov/

Nigeria, Liberia and Cape Verde, obama_ghana.html ).) (This is a product of the Bureau of

Carson said. International Information Programs,
SOMALI ANS PROBL E MSU.SSPepaEmebt of State. Web

OThe secretaryiDs trip follows the site: http://www.america.gov) Dz

themes laid out by President Obama OWe t hi nk that the support for
during his visit to Ghana: supporting Sheikh Sharif and his government

strong and sustainable democratic = offers an opportunity to be able to

governments, promoting sustainable restore some stability, fight against

economic development, strengthen- the Somali Islamic extremists of al-

ing public health and education, Shabab and Hizbul Islam, the two
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Envoy Gration Says U.S. Seeks Sustainable Settlement in Sudan

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.

Staff Writer

Washington i Pr esi dent
special envoy for Sudan says a ne-
gotiated political settlement to the
civil strife in Sudan is the only way
to bring a sustainable peace to the
Darfur region.

Special Envoy Jonathan Gration
said the goal is to conclude an
agreement that will allow the Suda-
nese to return to their homes and
resume their lives in safety and se-
curity. Previous peace efforts have
faltered, Gration testified before a
Senate committee July 30, and the
United States has learned from
those experiences. Gration laid out
for the Senate Foreign Relations
Commi ttee what
-offgover nment
dan that is designed to be inte-
grated and comprehensive.

he

OWe are
can Union and United Nations joint
chief mediator, Djibrill Bassole, to
ensure that the peace process is
inclusive and that it adequately ad-
dresses the grievances of the peo-
ple of Darfur, o
testimony.

To further help restore peace and
security, the United States is en-
gaging with the fragmented move-
ments in Darfur to bring them to
the peace table with a single voice;
is working with Libya and Egypt to
end the proxy war between Chad
and Sudan; and is supporting the
full deployment of the African Un-
ion-United Nations Mission in Darfur
to protect Darfuri civilians, he said.

The second aspect of the emerging
U.S. strategy involves sustaining
peace between the north and the
south, he said. In January 2005,

Page 13

This international arbitration panel
awarded the Sudanese government
control over a large ol field in a
boundary dispute.

the Sudanese government and the
Sudan Peopl eBDs Li
ment signed a Comprehensive
Peace Agreement (CPA), ending a
22-year war. However, Gration said
that more than four years after the
agreement, peace remains fragile.
called a Owhol e

appr oaudan gvill hadrnatignal-elections in

April 2010 and referendums in
southern Sudan and the Abyei re-
gion in January

act now to support the full imple-
ment ation of the
tified. Tensions and emotions re-
main high, he added, and the con-
cern is that these tensions could

h eeruptantodviolenpe tipat coyldaderaild

the peace agreement.

OThese are just a
challenges ahead as we help the
parties implement the remaining
mil estones in the
the committee.

Gration said the U.S. strategy calls
for a functioning and stable Suda-
nese government, and one that ei-
ther will include a capable govern-
ment of southern Sudan or coexist
peacefully with an independent
southern Sudan. The United States

is seeking to help the south improve t o

its security capacity and become
politically and economically viable if

it chooses independence, he added.

An international arbitration panel
meeting in The Hague, Netherlands,
July 22 awarded the Sudanese gov-
ernment control over a large oil
field, settling a boundary dispute
with southern Sudan that had been
a source of considerable debate and
recent civil strife. The five-member
Permanent Court of Arbitration af-
firmed the northern boundary of the
Abyei region that was set by a
2005 boundary commission.
beration Move-
Gration said the United States
seeks improved counterterrorism
cooperation with the Sudanese, and
wants to promote regional security.

U.S. AID TO SUDAN

Since 2005 and the signing of the
peace agreement, the United States
has provided more than $6 billion in

2 Oadsistancér® Sudan !t Thepeogranh €
col | abor atidse gerywhott;ht istutgent that we has included helping to create a

new regional government that has
GrbrkedGo rébuild bnd governt tiges -
south, conducting wide-ranging
civic education programs and immu-
nizing children, said Earl Gast, act-
ing assistant administrator for Af-
rica at the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID).
few of the major
In addition, USAID has worked to
improve economic opportunities and

pGdfdinfrastréztuie t white ialsot peo! d

viding food aid and support for Su-
danhBDs farmers and
said.

OWe have saved |
improved living conditions for mil-
lions of Sudanese. But with the
continuing challenges [in] Darfur
and with less than 24 months left
follow the

(Continued on pag#?7)
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African Women Making Progress in Legislative Politics

By Jane Morse

Staff Writer

Washington 1 When Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton visits

ing the 1990s as a result of ethnic
conflict. But today, women play a
|l eading role in
gle to heal. According to IPU,

Africa starting August 4, she will be Rwanda currently has the highest

pala, is leading the campaign.
A common, binding law is neces-

about ensuring gender equality, ac-
cording to Marren Akatsa-Bukachi,

t hsary i€ membetr coynilies ase tseriaug -

meeting with one opercehthge of svomen lawreakerslins the executive director of EASSI.
foremost success stories for the world i just more than 56 per- ORwanda is our role m
women in politics: Liberian Presi- cent. us all in East Africa be at the same
dent Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. | evel , 0 she told the
Odette Nyiramilimo, for example, vice News Agency (IPS). Work on
Sirleaf became the first elected was RwandalDs mi ni sthearaft dotument wds € bégimr
black female head of state in 2005 social affairs from 2000 to 2003 shortly, with the goal of having all
when Liberi als v otaadassenatbréront 2003 td 2008. the governments accept the gender
president with a margin of nearly In a recent interview with IPU, she declaration at the end of two years.
19 percent, a triumph that came credited the strong presence of
only after she endured house arrest women in Rwandan government to BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS
and exile duri ng tstreng affornanive acyidhdaws io the
bulent years. country. That Secretary Clinto
rica comes just three weeks after
Women in Africa increasingly are Women played a great role in re- President ObamalDs tri
making their presence felt on the building Rwanda after the conflict, underscores the Obama administra-
political stage, but they still have a she said, by taking care of the or- tionNDs commitment to
long way to go, according to the phans and bringing communities nerships with African governments,
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). IPU t oget her . OEv er y b ondngovermmental orgagizations and
is a Geneva-based internationalor- women wer e key pl apyreirvsatoe Nyi-ti zens. The
ganization established in 1889 to iramilimo said. OPAblild societibshwehérg eadh Individr e a | -
foster worldwide parliamentary dia- i ty f el |l wupon us tuhaalt cweonmernellsl i ze t heir
logue and the firm establishmentof voi ces need t o be ahcerdingda Ambdssador Jolimeie
representative democracy. added that cultural barriers have yet Carson, assistant secretary for Afri-
to be completely overcome. Both can affairs at the U.S. Department
IPU figures show that women hold women and men must grow accus- of State, who briefed reporters July
an average of just 17.5 percent of tomed to seeing women in leader- 30.
legislative seats in sub-Saharan Af- ship roles, Nyiramilimo said.
rica. Women would need 30 per- In his speech to the Ghanaian Par-
cent of legislative seats to have a The East African Community (EAC) | i ament July 11, Obam
real influence in parliaments, IPU i the regional intergovernmental true sign of success?od
maintains. Even so, democratic organization that includes Kenya, United States and African nations
elections, according to IPU, are a Uganda, Tanzania, Rwandaand Bu- Oar e partners in buil
fact of life across most of Africa; rundi 1 has renewed its effortsto ity for transformati o
the challenge now is ensuring that promote gender equality via its
women have equal opportunities to campaign for an East African Decla- The U.S. Agency for International
vote and to run for office. ration on Gender Equality. The aim  Development (USAID) operates 23
is to have all five countries estab- bilateral missions on the African
GREAT PROMISE FOR AFRICAN lish a single binding legal instrument continent and provides assistance
WOMEN to close gender-based gaps in gov- to 47 African countries. Among its
Of the African countries where ernment decisionmaking. The East- activities is increasing the aware-
women have made great progress ern African Sub-Regional Support ness of the need for

Initiative for the Advancement of
Women (EASSI), a
organization headquartered in Kam-

in politics, the Republic of Rwanda
stands out. It is estimated that mil-
lions of people died in Rwanda dur-

tice and empowerment through high
wlevel emglgementj cpriferesces,
public awareness and education via
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Conflicts in Africa Exacerbate Gender -Based Atrocities

By Jane Morse
Staff Writer

Washington 1 When Secretary of

State Hillary Rodham Clinton heads
for Africa August 4, she will focus
a spotlight on the widespread prob-
lem of violence against women.

Clinton is visiting seven countries in
Africa, including the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC),

where violence against women has
been horrific. Accompanying her

will be Melanne Verveer, a longtime
advocate of womennD
human rights who is the first U.S.
ambassador-at-large for global
womenhDs i ssues.

In the DRC, ongoing fighting be-
tween factions has subjected
women to unprecedented savagery.
Some 1,100 rapes are reported
each month, with an average of 36
women and children raped every
day. Many of the victims are muti-
lated in the process, according to
Verveer.

OThe victims of th !
stripped of every shred of their hu- The United States is supporting programs to alleviate the suffering of
mani t y, 0 Verveer t lqtimg of ggnders - baseg \goignee {1 AfrigaBut the problem will not be
in a recent hearing?/',/f)gflgu'?ttﬁ'é ,j)eépcbter_ators are brought to justic
trators, they are nothing more than punityo Is ended.
vessels for carrying out a war strat-
egy N a war these women do not
perpetrate and in which they play i fering.do The U. N. Uni
no voluntary mil i t‘agefrom domesticand sexual tion of Human Rights says women

abuse to mutilation and murder. and men alike have the right to

A WIDESPREAD PROBLEM About 5,000 women, WHO found, g5 ecurity of persons
are murdered eac_h year by family one should he subjected to

According to the World Health Or- Meémber s in the namg Oo4f, ;Ao Nor -0 gr ading

ganization (WHO), one in three ] ) ] ]

women around the world will ex- The United Nations defines violence g, \yhy does one-half of humanity

perience violence in her lifetime. In @9 @i nst women as Q@ ¥derddarl of 1Rif kind & -

some countries, that rate can be up der-based violence that results in N 4, 0417
to 70 percent. or is likely to result in 0 physical,

sexual or psychological harm or suf (Continued on pag&6)

o S ° v o L Rl (=

The violence women suffer can
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Conflicts in Africa Exacerbate Gender

(Continued from pag#5)

According to one study by the
United Nations, the roots of vio-

male secretary of state in U.S. his

tory n long has championed re-
spect for women and their full par-
ticipation in economic, political and

|l ence agai nst wo mesacialQifei Her fanmous Bgeach io r i
cally unequal p o w eBeijing i@ 1995, iwbem she debolared
tween men and women both at t hat Ohuman

home and in publ i crilghftes.,

disparities of power, discriminatory man r i ght s, 0

cultural norms and economic ine- wide.

gualities serve to deny womenQis

human rights and perpetuate vio-
l ence, 0 the study

LEADERSHIP IS IMPORTANT

To help stop violence against
women both in the United States
and around the world, the Obama
administration has taken a number
of steps to establish the necessary
leadership to deal with such an in-
tractable problem.

The Obama White House created a
new position i the White House
adviser on violence against women
N charged with advising the presi-
dent and vice president on domestic
violence and sexual assault issues
in the United States. In June, Vice
President Joe Biden, the author of
the landmark Violence against
Women Act, announced that Lynn
Rosenthal, one of the foremost ex-
perts on gender-based violence is-
sues in the United States, would fill
that position.

President Obama also created the

position at the U.S. Department of
State now held by Verveer.
VerveerNDs job is t

crete support for
and political and economic empow-
erment and combat violence against
women and girls in all its forms.

And Hillary Clinton i the third fe-
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CULTURE OF IMPUNITY MUST END
sai d.

President Obama, during his visit to

Ghana in July, condemned the vio-
lence inflicted on women in Africa,

especially in Sudan and the Democ-
ratic Republic of the Congo.

-Based Atrocities . . .

vention of gender-based violence

and to help refugees. In 2008, the
State Department provided more
than $6 million for programs seek-
ing to draw attention to and pre-
vent gender-based violence in Af-

ri ght sricamandearound the wdilg, and
CGaPnadt rw oanm ecnhilasbre rthiarg %2 imalionafer 40 h u -
i nspiwoende nwbsmecne nwoerrlsd -i n

Da
victims of gender-based violence

receive psychosocial counseling and
referrals for medical services.

In December 2008, the U.S.
Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) signed a $5 million,
three-year cooperative agreement
with the international NGO Coop-
erazione Internazionale to work with

OWe must stand up womeniviotime of ainlénteyin then
our midst, o0 Obama DRG6.Il d the Ghana-
ian parliament July 11. Olt is the

ultimate mark of criminality and
cowardice to condemn women to
relentless and systematic rape. We
must bear witness to the value of
every child in Darfur and the dignity
of every woman in the Congo. No
faith or culture should condone the
outrages against

In her May testimony to the U.S.
Senate, Verveer said rape has be-
come trivialized and accepted as
routine. In the DRC, for example, of
the more than 14,000 rape cases
registered in provincial health cen-
ters between 2005 and 1007, only
287 were taken to trial.
OThe culture of
Verveer said.

0O mobilize con-
Unso SU@PARS FORIVICTIMS

The U.S. Department of State
works with nongovernmental or-
ganizations (NGOs) in Africa and
funds special programs for the pre-

i mpuni ty

The United States has sponsored
U.N. resolutions to encourage other
members of the United Nations to
more aggressively tackle gender
violence issues by punishing perpe-
trators, helping victims and prevent-
ing further violence.

them. o

The text of VerveerBDs
testimony ( http://www.state.gov/
s/gwi/rls/rem/2009/123500.htm ) is
available on the State Department

Web site.

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) DZ
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IMF Offers New Loans to Low -Income Countries

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.

Staff Writer

Washington i The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) announced a
package of measures aimed at pro-
viding loans of up to $17 billion
over five years to low-income coun-
tries that have been hit hardest by
the global economic crisis.

OThis is an unprec
up of IMF support for the poorest
countries, in sub-Saharan Africa
and all over the
ing-Director Dominique Strauss-
Kahn said July 29 in Washington.
The Group of 20 (G20) nations
asked the IMF to respond to the
global financial crisis, he added, and
this is part of that effort.

The resources 1 which include
funds generated by the planned sale
of IMF gold 1 are expected to in-
crease IMF lending up to $17 billion
through 2014, including up to $8
billion over the next two years, the
fund said.

The IMF said there would be no in-
terest payments through the end of
2011 for loans to low-income mem-

bers and
O N B lower in-

' ~ terest
rates on a
permanent
basis after
that .
new set of
| lending
@ instru-
ments will
0% lundargin
this in-

IMF Managing - Director creased

whprinaug Sigiss 1K E - Maurpa -

the fund
said.
While the current economic crisis
began in the advanced Western
economies, its most visible impact
has been on emerging-market coun-
tries, the fund said. A third wave of
the crisis has threatened the eco-
nomic achievements of the last dec-
ade for many low-income countries.

As part of its response, the IMF
more than doubled its financial as
sistance to low-income countries.
New lending to low-income coun-
tries through mid-July reached $2.9
billion compared with $1.5 billion
for all of 2008. Supporting this ef-

fort further, the IMF will double av-
erage loan-access limits for the
poorest nations.

OAll this represents
by the fund to help t
@Odor , 0 -Rahm said.sAad there

will be greater emphasis in IMF-
supported programs on poverty re-
duction and growth objectives,

which will include targets to safe-
guard social and other priority
spending, he added.

OWe& are responding wi
set of actions in terms of support

for the worl dhRs poor.
sources and new means of deliver-

ing them should help prevent mil-

lions of people from falling into pov-
erty, 0 -lKsahnrsaidi s s

The G20, composed of advanced
and emerging economies, met in
London in early April, and will meet
again in Pittsburgh on September
24N25.

More information on the new IMF
program ( http://www.imf.org/
external/pubs/ft/survey/so/2009/
POLO72909A.htm ) is available on
the IMF Web site. DZ

Envoy Gration Says U.S. Seeks Sustainable Settlement in Sudan . . .

(Continued from pag#3)

consolidating peace, our most criti-
cal tasks Ilie
USAID has worked since March to
fill gaps created when the Suda-
nese government expelled 13 inter-
national nongovernmental organiza-
tions (NGOs), but those measures
have been temporary and must be
replaced with a more sustainable,
long-term strategy, Gast said in pre-
pared testimony for the committee.

Compounding the humanitarian cri-

Page 17

sis are carjackings, staff abductions
and assaults, break-ins targeting

a h e aNGQ dacillEi@s sand oagbidgendilitary

campaigns, which impede the deliv-
ery of humanitarian assistance to
Darfur and have resulted in tempo-
rary and permanent suspensions of
life-saving programs, Gast said.

OThe U. S.
SudanfDs multiple
quires complex and creative solu-
tions, implemented in cooperation
with government officials, tribal

leaders and civil society representa-
tives throughout Suda
What foreign affairs decisions
should President Obama consider?
Comment on Amer.i
Obama Today ( http://
blogs.america.gov/
obama/2009/01/21/day-2-what-

ca.go

g 0 v e r n meshduld-ebpnpafbe2868®% 9B sstop-
cphiaitieb-leeh)g e s

re-
(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
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P.0.Box 1014 (Continued from pag8)
Addis Ababa
Ethiopi . .
'opia for a U.S.-Africa trade policy.
ONot hing happened,
Phone: 251 -11-5174007 wrote AGOA in my o
251-11-5174000 But once again, he said, it lan-
Fax: 251 -11-1242454 guished.

Email: pasaddis@state.gov

A few years later, McDermott said,
he went to the then-Speaker of the
House, Republican Newt Gingrich,

and told him that even though they

Web site were from opposite political parties
htﬂ.’.” e they had something in common: an
ethiOP‘a°“:' interest in Africa.
mbassyY-9

McDermott recalled that Gingrich
had written his Ph.D. dissertation on
the Belgian Congo.
bill,d pushed it i
ultimately passed in both the House

See also

http://www.america.gov/

Telling Americdds story

McDermott: AGOA Forum Promotes Important Economic Inter-

and Senate and became law, just as
President Clinton was getting ready
to travel to Africa.

so finally we
Mé¢Dermommt 198i5d 0he
with AGOANDNs progre

a matter of a half-full or half-empty
glass. | want to fill it up! But if you
look at where we were in 1995 and
where we are today, it is at least
half full . o

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web

site: http://www.america.gov) D2z

he took the
House and it

African Specialty Foods Key Part of AGOA . . .

The Eighth AGOA Forum, also
known as the United States-Sub-
Saharan African Trade and Eco-
nomic Cooperation Forum, runs
through August 6. It also has a
ministerial session, beginning Au-
gust 5, that will be addressed by

(Continued from pag#&0)

Thaller said he is hoping to double
his revenue volume from African
foods by 2010.

AGOA Spurs African Stock Exchanges . . .

to |l ook at
ways to spur economic growth
and development.

(Continued from pag#l)
Exchange (USE).

In the wake of the world financial
crisis, African capital markets are
now more important than ever, he
explained, because more African
countries are trading regionally
among themselves.

Returning to the African Growth
and Opportunity Act, Mathu said
AGOA has done much for the con-
tinent.

OAGOA provides

Since the onset of the crisis, he for eligible countries to export

al tern

t he

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton.

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web

site: http://www.america.gov) Dz

Referringetd thea8nhdA GO Ae Fpriura, n
Mat hu said, OOut
ence, African investors will start
looking at Africa not in terms of a
single country but how at a re-
gional level they can respond to
such opportuniti es
economies of Africa even
stronger.

opportunity
(This is a product of the Bureau of

f

sai d, Ot he de man dthéirproductsito Amedaaand International Information Pro-
modities has declimade owiamld Amer i c gram3, UlseDemarnient of State.
OAfrican economies are beginning Web site: http://
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