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Pneumonia
U.S. Commemorates World Pneumonia Day in Ethiopia

On the first -ever World
Pneumonia Day, Novem-
ber 2, 2009, the United
States and countries
around the world are
observing this day as an
opportunity to raise
global awareness of
pneumonia and reaffirm
the commitment to save
the lives of children.
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On behalf of the
American people,
USAID is working with
the Ethiopian Govern-
ment and partners to
improve child health
and save children dy-
ing of preventable
causes. Our efforts
Director Thomas Staal. are increasing coordina-
IADmr t gh mf ad sterdagd sgating kps g
for the world's childrenis  known, effective child
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deaths can be prevented
through vaccines, early
diagnosis and proper
treatment with antibiotics
that cost less than a dol-
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A child suffering from pneumonia.

Clinton Reaffirms U.S. Commitment
to Muslim Communities

By Merle David Kellerhals
Jr.
Staff Writer

dl ag”  bhmf n
ideas rather than sim-
ply imposing our

own; and pursuing
partnerships that are
sustainable and

Washington D In a
speech to the sixth Forum
for the Future, Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton reaffirmed the
U.S. commitment to
broad engagement with

said November 3.
Ivd adkhdud
spite our differences,
there is so much

Secretary Clinton addresses the 6th
Forum for the Future in Marrakesh,
Morocco, on November 3.
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ders of opportunity to help develop

www.america.gov/st/texttrans - the enormous talents that reside in
sgd odnokd ne s gh rfinagat thése suoltti®ns, Bhle bnmited n m

english/2009/
Novem-

said. Early next year, the United

ber/20091103083709bpuh0.9118 States will host an entrepreneurship

311.html ) meeting in Marrakesh, conference in Washington to con-
Morocco, Clinton was scheduled to vene people focused on creating
travel to Cairo for consultations small businesses, expanding their
with Egyptian President Hosni businesses, and translating the tal-
Mubarak and senior government ent they have into income genera-
officials before returning to the tion to assist their families and

United States. She met October 31 communities, she said.

with Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud
Abbas and separately
with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu in a
renewed effort by the
United States to restart
the stalled peace talks,
and the trip to Egypt is
seen as a continuation of
those consultations.

The Forum for the Future,
founded in 2004, is a
joint initiative between
the countries of the
broader Middle East and
North Africa and the
Group of Eight major in-
dustrialized economies. It
provides an opportunity

nent wik expgakd dsitioins fde enwi-,
ronmental, science, technology, and
gd  ksg neehbdgr hm hs

States Overseas Private Investment
Corporation, known as OPIC, is

launching a technology and innova-

shnm etmc+8® Bkhmsnm r

Education, Clinton said, is the third

"qd" eng dmf  fdl dms-
also begun a program to support
partnership between U.S. commu-

nity colleges and
institutions in Mus-

lim communities to

share knowledge

and to train stu-

dents for good

i nar +8 Bkhmsni
And the United

States is expanding
scholarship oppor-
tunities, including

| for underserved
secondary school
students.

To assist civil soci-
| ety groups, the

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton (C) poses with

United States is

participants at the 6th edition of the Forum for the Future in Marrakesh |5.‘U”Ching Ci\./iI_SO-
November 3, 2009. REUTERS/Jean Blondin (MOROCCO POLITICS) ciety 2.0, an initia-

for the governments, civil society

and the private sector to discuss Second, Clinton said, the United
political and economic reforms States will partner with Muslim
aimed at promoting greater free- communities in laying the founda-
dom, democracy and economic tion for knowledge -based econo-
growth in the Middle East region. mies that will spur innovation
Clinton, in a speech that was billed through science and technology. As
as an expansion of President part of that initiative, the State De-
Na | “dr | tmd 3 r o dpdrtimgntHasrest&lishegl a science

tive to empower

grass-roots civil society organiza-

tions around the world by helping

them use digital technology, Clinton

said.

The United States is launching ex-

panded efforts to empower women

and girls to participate fully in all
"rodbsr ne sgdhg rnbh
country can achieve true progress

outlined three initiatives the United envoys program that will send en- or fulfill its own potential when half

States is launching to expand en- voys to North Africa, the Middle ne hsr odnokd "~ gd kde
gagement with Muslim communities  East, and South and Southeast Asia  said.

around the world. The first of the sn etkehkk sgd oqd3wde drnssgdnrmflk xmer tsodo nsgns
three initiatives is partnering with foster scientific and technological s k'rs xd> qgdr Enqt]l
Muslim communities to advance collaboration, she said. for the creation of a regional gender

entrepreneurship, job creation and

economic development.
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She added that the State Depart-
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health interventions that can reach
children to prevent or treat the
most important causes of child
death B pneumonia, malaria, and
diarrhea.

TR@HCdAr rsq sdf x
targets the household, the commu-
nity, first -level health providers and
first -level referral facilities. Efforts
to improve antibiotic treatment, for
example, focus on educating care-
takers to recognize the signs of
pneumonia, training and supporting
community -based health workers to
correctly classify and treat pneumo-
nia, and working with private practi-
tioners and public providers to im-
prove the quality of their child

health services.

USAID also supports vaccinations
against all of the diseases that give
pneumonia a foothold, promotes
exclusive breastfeeding for new
mothers, good nutrition, hand

drenods

Li ves
washing, and works to reduce ex-
posure to indoor air pollution. In
addition, safe, effective vaccines

are available that prevent two of

the major causes of severe pneumo-
nia: pneumococcus and Hib.

Pneumonia has long been one of

ethre greavest thtedtsrtarchild sur-
vival, killing more than 2 million
children under 5 each year D more
than measles, malaria, and AIDS
combined. But pneumonia is largely
preventable and treatable with anti-
biotics.

USAID is also funding a 2010 Ethio-
pian Demographic and Health Sur-
vey to support the monitoring and
evaluation needs by tracking
changes in key health indicators.
Part of the survey is to collect high
quality data on family health, in-
cluding immunization coverage,
among children, prevalence and
treatment of diarrhea and other dis-
eases.

from Pneumoni

Effective management of pneumo-
nia is critical to improving child sur-
vival. Being able to treat children
with severe pneumonia safely and
effectively in their own homes
would be of huge benefit to both
families and health systems, by re-
ducing the need for admission to
hospital. In developing countries,
where the nearest doctor may be a
three-day walk away, pneumonia
frequently goes undiagnosed. Ethio-
pia is making tremendous effort for
improving primary health coverage
by training and deploying over
30,000 Health Extension Workers
(HEW). USAID is one of the key
government partners in providing
support to the health extension pro-
gram through training and strength-
ening supportive supervisions.
Though its Integrated Family Health
program USAID is building the ca-
pacity of HEW and their supervisors
in 300 woredas for implementing
program interventions on FP/RH and
MNCH. Dz
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empowerment across the board po-
litically, economically, education-
"kkx+ kdf o kkx+
she added.

Clinton said the United States will
provide initial funding for the launch
of the BMENA Regional Gender In-
stitute, and also $2 million to fund
hmmnu  shud
programs in the Middle East and
North Africa.

MIDDLE EAST PEACE
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The United States is committed to a

of grave and pervasive concern
among the countries represented

v nl d md rherd, bub even dagheybmd shis re-

f hnm-©

While saying that making the peace
is attainable, Clinton acknowledged
that the United States cannot do it
alone.

two -state solution in the Israeli - AH adkhdud sg’ s
Palestinian peace process, Clinton we can find a way through the diffi-
told Middle Eastern and North Afri- cult and tangled history that too
r n bchn'ldaders November .t k st q ° kfierxptednts us from making pro-
fgdrr nm sghr |
Avd “gd cdsdgl hmd cBk hmts nomd grr” hhrcs-d nds@r
hm sgd otgrths ne tgegthathavea dirkctsikeragdd
r hc- 3H j mnv s gh rcarédeéply absud al ofshgfinal hr

status issues that must be resolved,
| would just ask you to think about
how we can each demonstrate the
commitment that is necessary for
tr sn fn Bmqv qc-
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U.S. Issues Travel Ban Against Prominent Kenyan Official

By Alan Boswell, VOA

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State
for African Affairs Johnnie Carson
held a flurry of meetings Monday
with senior Kenyan officials and
then announced a travel ban had
been issued against one un-
named prominent official for im-
peding key government reforms.
Three others are under threat to
have their visas similarly re-
voked.

One month ago Carson sent let-
ters to 15 Kenyan officials
threatening action if they did not
begin instituting the government
reforms. The American ambassa-

dor to Kenya, Michael Ranneber-
ger, had announced that some of
those issued the letters would
soon be barred from traveling
into the United States.

controversially declared the winner
of the disputed December 2007
elections.

The following weeks of violent eth-
nically -driven chaos were put to an
end by an agreement that created

But the assistant secretary said that
the United States was not happy
with the pace of reforms in prose-
cuting the organizers of political
violence, overhauling the judiciary,
strengthening the rule of law, and
creating a new constitution.

During a visit to Kenya earlier
this month, Annan warned that
Kenya was running out of time to
implement the necessary
changes before the 2012 elec-
tion cycle kicks into full gear,
warning of a return to violence if
the agreement was not fully car-
ried through.

Carson said a failed state in
Kenya would have disastrous
repercussions for the rest of the
extended region.

"If Kenya implodes in violence,
the impact goes from Mombasa

US Assistant Secretary for Afri-
can Affairs Johnnie Carson talks
to the media as he stands infront
of the US and Kenyan flags at

U.S. Assistant Secretary for African Affairs
Johnnie Carson talks to the media as he stands
in front of the U.S. and Kenyan flags at U.S.
ambassador's residence in Nairobi.(10/26/09)

all the way to Bukavu and Kisan-
gani [in the DRC]. It stretches
north into Juba and into south-
ern Ethiopia, across Burundi and
Rwanda and into land -locked

US ambassador's residence in
Nairobi, Kenya, 26 Oct 2009
Action has been promised for
months now. The assistant secre-
tary said that the U.S. would con-
tinue pushing for progress on re-
forms.

"President Obama's position is
clear. We will maintain and steadily
increase pressure for implementa-
tion and will not due business as
usual with those who do not sup-
port reform or who support vio-
lence," he said. "At the same time
we will recognize and support im-
plementation of reforms when they
are undertaken." The so -called re-
form agenda was a core component
of the negotiations reached be-
tween now -President Mwai Kibaki
and Prime Minister Raila Odinga af-
ter the incumbent, Mr. Kibaki, was
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the new position of prime minister
for Mr. Odinga, whose supporters
believe actually won the presidential
tally.

The mediation process was over-
seen by former United Nations chief
Kofi Annan, and the final deal in-
cluded provisions to address some
of the underlying structural defects
deemed partly responsible for the
instability.

Carson commended recent progress
made on the police reforms and anti
-corruption fronts, praising the
sacking of police head Hussein Ali
and expressing satisfaction with
parliament's role in forcing out re -
appointed anti -corruption chief
Aaron Ringera.

Uganda," added Carson. "This
country is a very important eco-
nomic and financial and transporta-
tion keystone in this region."

The assistant secretary blamed
slow paperwork for the reason that
only one individual has been issued
with the ban, saying that the visa
revocation process was moving for-
ward on the other targeted persons.

He said that the identity of the af-
fected individual will likely be re-
vealed in a short period of time.

Carson described Kenya as the
United States' "strongest partner
and friend in East Africa." This is
the senior diplomat's third visit to
Nairobi since taking the position in
May this year. Dz
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U.S. Strongly Supports U.N. Investigation of Guinea Massacre

By Charles W. Corey to the September 28 massacre. cials of the Guinean government
Staff Writer The United Nations Security Council — and others linked to violence.
approved a resolution October 16 On October 23, the United States
Washington D The United States condemning the massacre and sup-  imposed restrictions on travel to the
government strongly supports a porting the creation of a commis- United States by certain members
United Nations commission of in- rhnm ne hmpt hqgx e nofthefilitarynjdnta-and ¥ gbvernt o ,
quiry to investigate the killings and ongs sg s udgx | t bmenatds wel as othelErdisigquald g ,
sexual violence that took place Sep-  ald, a career diplomat whose pre- who support policies or actions that
tember 28 in Guinea when security sent portfolio includes West Africa. undermine the restoration of de-
forces turned on and killed more mocracy and the rule of law in
than 150 pro -democracy demon- The State Department official said it  Guinea.

strators and raped countless others. s his understanding that the com-

mission would likely not be 3Sgd bhshydmr ne Fthm

Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State
for African Affairs
William Fitzgerald
made that point
October 28 at the
Washington -based
U.S. Institute of
Peace while speak-

right to choose their
d own leaders after
decades of authori-

& Department spokes-
v man lan Kelly said in
| an October 29
statement on the
travel restrictions.

ing at a program 3Sgd | hkhs"’

examining the cur- in power has shown

rent situation in itself disrespectful

Guinea. Fitzgerald of human rights and

was joined on the incapable of shep-

program by Dane F. herding Guinea

Smith Jr., the U.S. through a peaceful

ambassador to transition to democ-

Guinea 1990 -1993, | q bx+9 gd r°

and Siba Grovogui,

a Guinean who is a Fitzgerald said the

professor of politi- A international non-

cal science _at . | Aman reacts to news that family members and friends were killed during a goYemment organi-

Johns Hopkins Uni- rally in Conakry, Guinea. zation Human

versity outside of Rights Watch be-

Washington. denqgdmr hb" kkx nqh dknhsdducde '3ssng do dj gheknkghl mf
duties such as exhuming bodies), the sexual violence were designed if

Speaking to a capacity crowd of but would be a fact -finding mission  not by [Moussa] Dadis Camara then

Guinea experts, diplomats and gov-  to interview victims and eyewit- ax sgnrd “gntmc ghl

ernment officials and human rights mdrrdr - 3Sg s hr uthkgreatebt foonrobirgimidason wem c

advocates, Fitzgerald said U.S.Sec- hcd > kkx rgntkc ad gg uodo drndhdmi hrmm nFm+hanmd °

retary of State Hillary Rodham Clin- he said. Camara is the leader of the military

ton and the American people remain junta that controls Guinea.

dntsq fdc® nudq s grRizgeraddsaidhg thought casualty
figures could rise considerably, and Fitzgerald cited four recent killings

ARnl dancx g’ r sn ohesaidthédénited States golern- that have also taken place in Guinea
impunity that is completely unac- ment was considering targeted visa  as another sign of yet more intimi-
bdos  akd+9 Ehsyf dgsanktions agaihsthigh -gqadkénd affig h mf (Continued on pagé)
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U.S. Strongly Supports U.N. Investigation of Guinea Massacre . . .

(Continued from pags) ASn I d+ sg s r ngs thmose members of theogoverhnweht,r
Bl g +©® Ehsyf dqg"  knembers bofthe [CNDD] who have
c shnm- 3H vnggqx ~ants onkhshb k taken some of the wealth out of

space and | worry about the possi-
bility of having an election under
sgd bt gqdms

Fitzgerald told his audience he was
sent to Guinea by the State Depart-
ment shortly after the massacre to
talk to Camara. Recalling that visit,
gd r hc gd
personally responsible for what hap-
pened in the stadium [where much
of the violence occurred], whether
xnt ok’ xdc

Fitzgerald said Camara insisted that
he was in his office at the military
base at the time of the incident,
knew something was going to hap-
pen, and desperately tried to stop

it.

Fitzgerald refuted that point, say-
hmf+ 3IMn+ hm e bs
aware the night before of the oppo-
sition march, and while he may not
have orchestrated the attacks and
released his thugs D and it was
sheer thuggery D | think he was
aware it was going to happen and
bdgs hmkx chc mns

Fitzgerald described Camara as
ddggqg shbd ~ mc
dJ@esdqg 4/ xd gr +
have been on the job eight months.
How do you expect me to control

the military D a military that | have
inherited that has had no training
eng xd > gqr ~mc xd°
Fitzgerald said Camara then told
ghl + 3IH b mds
who will control the military if |
kd ud onvdqg>9o
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Outlining U.S. policy toward
Fthmd >+ Ehsyfdqg"

ber of organizations, in particular
the Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS), and sup-
port the mediation of the Burkina-
add
|l g+ IXnt "~ qd

Fitzgerald praised the African Union
(AU) for its response in the after-

| "sg ne sgd bqghr

¢ h g d busd ggxn khdl onngg sminnss- 9

that Camara tell the truth about his
presidential ambitions D demands
to which Camara has not yet re-
sponded. The AU is now seriously
looking at additional sanctions
against Camara, he said.

According to Fitzgerald, the United
States is pleased the European Un-
ian disohd plhceddgargetedwisar
sanctions on certain individuals in
Guinea. He said the United States is
moving to similarly target the Na-
tional Council for Democracy and
Development (CNDD), to which
many of the coup leaders belong,
andsmembers sf go®ernment D
those in power and those who are
continuing to prop up the Camara

r ° h cregiihe. Hé agknowtedgkdahatdJisl +

identify those who are profiting,
those who have bank accounts,

k cs hrb thkc™+g k=xV dh m gsdg d
b hqbt |workingmbltilateraly withé num- h c -

ogdrhcdms+ Ak Ghhrudd gB nHgon tnog-d -365 g d

h rto hava this eegatjve fbraek thik h mf
n knegativeacountoy dHis negatitem f

Guinea or who have it abroad, par-
Tmhs

Fitzgerald said U.S. policy is focus-

ing not only on the unlawful seizure

of power but also on the threat it

poses to the countries of the Mono

h ms
community has invested so much,

and the people of Sierra Leone and

Liberia have suffered so much, that

state so close, is a clear danger to
the region as a whole and that is
tm bbdos  akd- 9

AHs hr udgx ¢~
Guinea, and we are watching it
bknrdkx+® gd r°

mf dgn
hc-

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) DZ

skvdnu doqq dfrdh cvdhnssgr +Ftth md™ 3Jeq mj kx hr mns
r fgqd's “r vd vntkc khjd+d® ats gd
okdcfdc sg°'s IAmdudgsgdkdrr+ vd cn
have things we can do and plan to
cn sgdl -9
gr "~ mc xd gr >9
Fitzgerald said the U.S. Department

k d ° uoflStatens\aldogalkiagiwith ther d
T-R- Cdo gsldms ne Sqgd rtgx 3sn
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Now Is the Time for Democracy in Guinea, U.S. Diplomat Says

By Charles W. Corey
Staff Writer

Washington D Now is the time for
the people of Guinea to elect a de-
mocratic government of their
choice, a senior U.S. State Depart-
ment official told reporters October
30.

At a briefing on
Guinea at the U.S.
Foreign Press Cen-
ter in Washington,
Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State
for African Affairs
William Fitzgerald
said the people of
Guinea have the
right and deserve
the opportunity to
have a democrati-
cally elected gov-
ernment now.

JEhesx xd°
thoritarian rule has
been debilitating to

Diallo Souleymane was injured during a pro

on October 1.

Moussa Dadis Camara D leader of
the military junta ruling Guinea D
that he bears full responsibility for
the massacre and sexual violence
perpetrated against the demonstra-
tors. Fitzgerald said he also deliv-
ered a message on democracy to
sgd itms’

- democracy rally in Conakry, Guinea,

years. Both were authoritarian and
both completely ruled the country.
There was little democracy or no

cdl nbg” bx ~ mc

Fitzgerald said the last time anyone
heard from Camara, elections in

2010. The pro-
jected date is
quickly approach-
ing and a lot of
preparations have

funds to help hold

been shut off like
other developmen
funding, he said,
adb trd

in fact the elec-
tions will take
ok > bd- o

w
o
&
o
E

a
<
v

But right now in

~

r hc+ 3s

the country.
Money that went to the armed
forces that could have been or
should have been spent on health
and education, social services, was
basically squandered. In any case,
the time is right, now, for the peo-
ple of Guinea to get the elections
sgdx vdqgd gnohmf

Fitzgerald visited Guinea following
the September 28 massacre in
which more than 150 pro -
democracy demonstrators were
killed when government security
forces turned on them and count-
less women demonstrators were
raped.

During his visit to Conakry, Fitzger-
ald said he reminded Captain

Page 7

wants you to step aside and we
want you to allow the transition
that you called for earlier to go for-
v qgcd rn
transparent elections in Guinea.

Fitzgerald, whose portfolio includes

eWegt Affica, gaditiomed, hosvever,

that the United States has no illu-
sions.

30" gs ne sgd
reacting to the situation in Guinea
beyond even the really horrific vio-
kdmbd ne
at Guinea D which stands as the
first independent Francophone

country in Africa D from 1958 to
2008 they had a total of two lead-
ers. Both served approximately 25

sgdgd b°

political space. Th
opposition is shut down in the same
way that the journalists have been
harassed and driven to silence. |

nthink the opogition is imaovery dif-
ficult spot. Can you have credible
elections tomorrow? Absolutely not!
Can you have credible elections if
Captain Dadis Camara runs? No.
The people of Guinea deserve
|l ngd- o

killings of opposition figures and the
rapes are meant to intimidate the

September 28 should never happen
"f hm+8 gd snkec
Tant s

@r j dc Bghm

sg’

already begun, he
told reporters. U.S.

kd® cdqg9 GQiSeq derelstatbdsfat ganuRg31,s d r

elections have not

t

Ivd g

a strong hope that

Guinea, Fitzgerald

gdagd
e

g d ° r nFitegeraidsaidwthé masspcdre, thek k

Rdos dl adgn olo7n rhhrs hyn nk-n n3 Whgnmfs g~ o

gdongq
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(Continued on pag®)

Weekly Special Report




Obama Congratulates Afghan President and Urges Internal Reforms

By Stephen Kaufman the rules as laid down by the Af- d3Sgd ogqnne hr mns fnh
Staff Writer fg m Bnmrshstshnm+&hg\ar':l "hsrd@rhcf-nhmf sn
the president said.
Washington D President Obama Obama said he emphasized to Kar-
has congratulated Afghan President  zai that while the United States and ~ White House press secretary Robert
Hamid Karzai on winning re -election the international community want Gibbs said November 2 that Karzai
ats “krn b’ kkd ena Imdyv hr 3dsgd kdf hshl " sd
bg osdgd® sn hl bnt msgx+® " mc cdroh
governance and end corrup- try having undergone a difficult
tion. Obama also cited a dkdbsng >k ognbdrr +
need to increase the ability laws and institutions had pre-
of Afghan forces to provide vailed.
security for their own coun-
try. ANauhntrkx+ sg sdr
of a process whereby the rule
Speaking to reporters with ne kv b qghdr sgd
Swedish Prime Minister
Frederik Reinfeldt at the In a November 1 statement,
White House November 2, Secretary of State Hillary
Obama said that although Rodham Clinton acknowledged
the Afghan election process @actkk>gdr cdbhr hnm
g ¢ addm 3l drr of the contest and said he had
outcome had been gtm 3I° chfmhehdc "~ m
Acdsdgl hmdec hm shud b Il o hfmd® sg s
vhsg @efg m k° support from Afghans all around
the country.
Afghanistan held presidential
and provincial elections Au- AvVd gnod sg s gd vh
gust 20. For several weeks Afghan President Hamid Karzai speaks during a press to stay engaged in the national
after the vote, Afghan elec- conference at the presidential palace in Kabui, dialogue, and work on behalf of
tion officials investigated Afghanistan. (AP Pholo/Musadeq Sadeq) the security and prosperity of
claims of fraud and irregulari- sgd odnokd ne @ef g’ |
ties and ultimately threw out mil- to continue to work with Afghan Clinton said.
lions of votes. Because Karzai did leaders to help the country prosper
not win an outright majority in the "mc hl ogqnud r dbt g hThesecretry gdo pledged U.S.s n
final tally, a presidential runoff vote be a point in time in which we be- support for Karzai and the Afghan
against Dr. Abdullah Abdullah, his gin to write a new chapterbasedon odnokd 3JIvgn rddj ~ mc
closest challenger, was planned for improved governance,amuchmore adssdq etstqgd- o
November 7. That runoff was can- serious effort to eradicate corrup-
celled by an Afghan -led commission tion, [and] joint efforts to accelerate
on November 2, following Abdul- the training of Afghan security U.S. STRATEGY EXPECTED SOON
k> gdr Mnudl adqg 0 cfaded)solhatthe Afghanypdogley ,
draw from the contest. b m ognuhcd enq s gTtehQbanmaadministchtion hashbsex - ©
evaluating the situation in Afghani-
Sgd ehm  k qdrtks hNa 3Iuddgbxh shdl co nGygsd r nhscsthmis preparagion fohadmouncing a
not only for the international com- rs sdc vhkkhmf mdr rneslhS. Srhtegpnd ank c k x
munity that has so much invested "mc engbdet kkx e n gPressgec@targ @Gibbssait thah witk d
in Afghan success, but, most im- internal reforms and take advantage gy hdr dkdbshnrm sn
portantly, [it] is important for the ne sgd hmsdgm shnmdk gbnsldigtlmh ssxgddr ~ ¢l h mh
Afghan people that the results were  interest. btrrhnmr b™m mnv 3Is |

in accordance with and followed
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Obama Congratulates Afghan President and Urges Internal Reforms. . .

(Continued from pag8) come back and establish a strong- Novem-
hold, with which to plan and attack ber/20091102162517eaifas0.0346

who we know is going to lead the tr+9 gd r  hec- 033.html ) and the full text of Clin-

bnt msgx-© snmdr rs > sdl dms ' gs s
Na | "dr cdbhr hnm 3anwwv.america.gov/st/tdxttrdns c -

The president and his advisers are ent upon when a leader was deter- english/2009/

vngj hmf nm 3Ignv adrhsmdscnd eanxq Istgkd sbdnt mNovem-+ ats Fhaar

a strategy that supports the goal of added that everyone in the U.S. ber/20091102111142eaifas5.8239

disrupting, dismantling and ulti- national security team recognizes 16e-02.html ) are available on

mately destroyingal -P~ hc ™ +©® dFdasarmn 3Ir sq sdf x Amarickgov. ad rtbbdrr,
said, and expected that the decision  ful without successful governance

vhkk ad | "cd 3hm snged @enflghnmihr s m- ©  (Thisis a product of the Bureau of

vddjr -9 International Information Programs,
A transcript of remarks by Obama U.S. Department of State. Web

Ivd v ms sn dmrt qdandsRginfaldt Chttpr//~ ed g , site: http://www.america.gov) Dz

udm b  mds ad bqgd  swivw.ankticeago@/textrans h -

stan] in which [al -Qaida] could english/2009/

Now Is the Time for Democracy in Guinea, U.S. Diplomat Says . . .

(Continued from pag@) onkhbx- 3IVgdm H | dpsssibehGamardChasahcepted that
Camara he did not seem to under- a U.N. commission of inquiry can

Fitzgerald said the Chinesearenow r s  mc sg s+ 98 Eh sy fedte th&k aounsyrtokdo such@roim g s ,

increasing their investment there. dqr- 3ANtg fn k+ ntvgstigstioh. adg O nai db,

@ xnt j mnv+ sgd tiBegihtonsdrendgthegydematratic

played a major role inside Africa in institutions and to ensure the basic The United States is also calling for

gdbdms xd” gr +8 gd humah dignity Bnld Bupnandights kfc  Camara to step down and allow a
b kkdc sgd r hst B hpeaple Ghuhd cprtineathAmcehle b t k kegitimate government to take

no doubt about it D that anyone Il hrrdc sgd onhms - SGuineato elections next year, Fitz-
should be supporting the Dadis gerald said, noting that the United
Camara regime and accepting it as Fitzgerald said the international Rs sdr hr vngj hmf vhs
the legitimate government of bnl It mhsx qgdbnf mhyQlgrd rshgc'dsms3sAgkd® hrd Bnl o
Fthmd® +8® ats gd b qgpdaplaaf Guneashgvd puBug Wwith ate the situation with Guinea.
nese for not blocking a recent U.N. authoritarian leaders for 25 years at
Security Council resolution on atime D @gl dc Raj nt SRitzggrald saidtbe United States is
Guinea. Ogdrhcdms K™ mr > m’ aBwmwoskiag-venylclosely withnthe
cern is that the longer Dadis is in Economic Community of West Afri-

Asked about the Obama administra-  office, the more likely the Guinean can States (ECOWAS) and the Afri-
shnmdr onkhbx s nv pegopleuse@eocich dauthoritBriars y , can Union to help resolve the situa-

gerald recommended that everyone kd > cdqgqr ~gqd fnhmf tem r x+ dVdkk+ gd
gd ¢ sgd ogqgdr hc dmsidgthere.gME lare jgst goingctalhlavie u |,

ered in Ghana ( http:// sn fds nm vhsg nt (Thislsa producdoBthe Bureau of
www.america.gov/st/texttrans - International Information Programs,
english/2009/ The United States is calling for a U.S. Department of State. Web
July/20090711110050abretnuh0.1 U.N. commission of inquiry, which site: http://www.america.gov) Dz
079783.html ), which set out would likely be investigative rather

drsq hfgsenqv qc © thHanforénsic, te lbegin a soBras
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Clinton Seeks to Restart Palestinian

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.
Staff Writer

Washington D Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton met with
Palestinian and Israeli leaders Octo-
ber 31 in a new effort to convince
both sides to resume stalled peace
talks.

Speaking at a joint news confer-
ence in Jerusa-
lem, Clinton

r hc+ 3H
see both sides
begin as soon

as possible in
mdf nsh’ s
She met with
Palestinian Au-
thority Presi-
dent Mahmoud
Abbas on Octo-
ber 31 in Abu
Dhabi in the
United Arab
Emirates, then
flew to Jerusa-
lem later in the
day for meet-

that has held up talks has been the
question of settlements in the West
Bank territories. Palestinian negotia-
tors have said previously that be-
fore talks can resume, settlement
construction must halt. In talks with
Clinton, the Israelis offered a policy
of restraint.

IVd jmnv sg s
take positions that then have to be

-Israeli Peace Talks

Saeb Erekat, chief negotiator for
the Palestinian Authority, told CNN
in an interview that halting all set-
tlement construction in the West
Bank is important to the Palestini-
ans before talks could resume.

After her meetings with Israeli offi-
cials, Clinton left Jerusalem and

md f nasrihed is Marrakesh, Merscdom

early November 1 to attend the

sixth Forum for the
Future, which brings
together leaders
from the Middle East
and North Africa, the
Group of Eight major
advanced economies
and other European
nations, civil society
organizations, and
some international
businesses to dis-
cuss economic de-
velopment, trade and
investment, and the
advancement of de-
mocracy and good
governance. While at
the Forum, Clinton is

ings with Israeli
Prime Minister

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton talk to reporters in Jerusalem.

expected to hold
talks with Arab lead-

Benjamin
Netanyahu and other Israeli offi-
cials. Former U.S. Senator George
Mitchell, the U.S. special envoy for
Middle East peace, was with Clin-
ton during the meetings.

Clinton said the important thing for
the Israelis and Palestinians is to
gdrs > gs sgd
same message today when | met
vhsg Oqgdr hcdms
President Obama met with
Netanyahu and Abbas during the
opening of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in September in New
York to encourage the two sides to
set aside differences and resume
talks. A significant sticking point

Page 10

md f n s hs hsnhhn  mmmr--

worked through once the actual
oqnbdrr rs’
30qdr hcdms Na " |
ted to a comprehensive peace
agreement because we do believe
that it holds out the best promise
for the security and future of Israel,
and for the aspirations of the Pales-
&dH f ud

@a aClinton §id the Israelis offered

I3qdrsqg  hmsd® hm
tion in the West Bank territories
that includes no new settlements,
which she described as unprece-
dented in the context of prior nego-
tiations.

gsr+® Bkhmsnm r°
" Glinton held theeeldays of talkshwéth

r d sNovemi-|

ers on regional secu-
rity issues.
hc -

Pakistani officials before her meet-
ings with the Israelis and Palestini-
ans.

A transcript of comments from Clin-
tpand Netanyahu ( http://
www.america.gov/st/texttrans -
english/2009/

dms bnmrsqtb,
ber/20091101092659ptelliviemos0
.5665966.html ) is available on
America.gov. DZ

Weekly Special Report




Clinton Calls for Strengthened Partnership with Pakistan

Washington D The United States
seeks to be a partner with Pakistan
in economic development and trade,
education, health care, energy de-
velopment and regional security,
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton says.

Clinton, who wrapped up a three -
day visit to Pakistan October
30, told business leaders at a
roundtable discussion in Lahore
that the United States is proud

"mc okd rdc sn
largest trading partner and its
k> qfdrs enqdhfm

have seen the opportunities for
hmudr sl dms ~ mc
added.

She acknowledged that it is
difficult for the business com-
munity D which creates the
jobs, creates the businesses
and makes the investments D
to flourish in an unstable envi-
ronment created by an insur-
gency that has spilled over
from neighboring Afghanistan.
She said the United States
sees several ways to help cre-
ate more jobs in Pakistan,

Clinton also said that through a
$125 million U.S. energy initiative,
which she announced October 28 in
Islamabad, the Pakistani govern-
ment will help eliminate rolling en-
ergy blackouts by repairing facili-
ties, repairing dams and improving
local energy providers, and help to
refurbish more than 10,000 tube

crucial as security issues are be-
tween the United States and Paki-
stan, they are not the only element
in the relationship.

3Sgdx "~ gqgd itrs
broader partnership, one that we
hope will improve the lives of peo-
ple in both our nations in many

Vv xr+9 rgd r
many children who are de-
nied an education or denied
health care might have ex-
celled at this great univer-
sity, perhaps even joining
the ranks of your Nobel

k> tgd sd>09

nm

which will directly affect the
standard of living.

Secretary Clinton speaks with reporters at the Pakistani
Foreign Ministry in Islamabad October 28.

One is through direct programs
such as the creation of reconstruc-
tion opportunity zones which can
open market access to the United
Rs sdr+ Bkhmsnm
ing to accelerate this approach be-
b trd hsadr
more assistance in trade and invest-
ment and help to improve the envi-
ronment for you to do more busi-
mdrr -9

Another is to encourage the govern-
ment to do more through trade
agreements, she said, and not just
with the United States but with the
immediate region and beyond.

Page 11

wells to enhance local agriculture
through reliable irrigation.

Clinton told business leaders that

r ~fdr any sodetydo flougst inthen q j

21st century, it must build a nation

d r r d ms hoh threessgppastingvpitlarsoagfuilyu h ¢

inclusive democratic political sys-
tem, a market economy and a civil
society.

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
Clinton said in remarks to students

at the Government College Univer-
sity in Lahore October 29 that as

(Continued on pag#d)
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d oh

“hec-

AVd cnmds j mnv+ a
although talent is universal,
noongst mhsx hr mn
| Clinton said the Obama ad-
| ministration is placing
heavy emphasis on ap-
- | proaches such as increas-
- | ing access to education,
| supporting entrepreneurs,
. | using microfinance and
technology to connect and
empower people, and in-
creasing energy supplies so
the economy has the re-
sources it needs to thrive.
Avd “~gd bnll hssdc sn
you as true partners, and that
means, first and foremost, listening
"mc bnmrtkshmf vhsg n
Bkhmsnm r > hc- 3ISghr h
for us to reaffirm our partnership
end to turn the page on some of the
past that, frankly, represent lost
opportunities to strengthen the rela-
shnmrgho adsvddm tr -9
One of those efforts, Clinton said,
is to expand university and techni-
cal education through a $45 million
fg ms sn O jhrs mdr G



Senate Vote Marks Next Step in Complex Effort to Close

Guantanamo

By Howard Cincotta
Special Correspondent

Washington D Shortly after his in-
auguration, President Obama called
for the closure of the detention fa-
bhkhsx s sgd Ft°
Station in Cuba within a year,
banned use of torture in interroga-
tions, pledged adherence to the Ge-
neva Conventions, and created a
task force to develop a new policy
for detainees.

Avd tognkc ntq
ues not only because doing so is

dHsdr pt hsd
ture to be putting restrictions both
on the bringing of detainees here
for continued detention and on their
sq mredq sn
Benjamin Wittes of the Brookings

nirsstitution,| apubli palicy Mdsearch k

group in Washington, and author of
Law and the Long War: The Future
of Justice in the Age of Terror.

Wittes said such actions may re-
flect concern in Congress about the
"¢l hmhrsqg shnmdr

| n rtiee ddiaineleq. iheygats@ may re-k

flect pressure from constituents to

nsgdgqg

rodbhehb

t mg d k oge'tukd eandqd ns gadq nktdffghsr ks’ n,

More than 400 have been released.
Most were returned to their home

countries.
bnt msghdr +8 r  hec
Ft msdédm I n gdkc 134 ¢

when the Obama administration

took office in January; that number

has dropped to just more than 220.

Of those, 60 or so may face prose-
cution, while another 80 are await-

ing release, according to news ac-
counts.

ok mr engq
3@ aho  qs{sactiomofdisg nr r
tinguished Americans has called for

right, but because it strengthens gdrnkud sgd Ft msésngd nbkhnrrrttgdd- ne sgd Ft
ntq bntmsgx "~ mc hs jddor tr r  ed+8 detention facility,and has done so
Obama declared in a May address. COURTS AND DETAINEES engqg odghnc ne xd qgr
IShld "mc "f hm+ ntq u ktdr g ud Johnson, general counsel for the

been our best national security as-
rds- o

Setting out the principles for a new
Ft " msdm I n onkhbx
be the easy part. Over the past nine
months, the administration has had
to move slowly in making legal de-
terminations in each individual case.

CONGRESSIONAL CONCERNS

On October 20, the U.S. Senate
marked a step forward in the proc-
ess by voting to allow the govern-
ment to transfer prisoners from
Ft "msdém I n sn
United States for prosecution. The
legislation, already agreed to by the
House of Representatives, now
goes to the president for signature.

The new provisions require the ad-
ministration to submit a comprehen-
sive plan before further transfers
take place and prohibit any resettle-
ment of prisoners in the United
States.

Not all agree that this is the right
approach.

Page 12

Earlier in the year, the U.S. Su-
preme Court ruled that foreign na-
shnm kr rdms sn
the right to challenge their deten-
tign'under dhapeas cbrmpus.s(Habeas
corpus means they are entitled to a
hearing where the government must
justify their incarceration, although
they would not have the automatic
right to a full criminal trial afforded
U.S. citizens.)

More recently, the Supreme Court
has agreed to decide whether

Ft msdm I n cds’
dered to be released in the United

and have nowhere else to go. The
case involves Chinese Muslims, or
Thfgtgr+ gdkc s
were cleared of charges years ago
but would be under threat of arrest
if they were returned to China.

LOWER NUMBERS

The United States has made pro-
gress in reducing the number of
Ft "msdédm I n cds’
ber 2001, when the war in Afghani-
stan began, 775 terrorist suspects

Defense Department, in testimony

adenqd sgd T-R- Rdm s
F tCommsitteen™ | n g ud

3Sgd ogqgdrhcdms hl onrd
nm tr eng bknrhmf Ft°

and we remain committed to meet-

hmf sgd cd > ckhmd+ ~ mc
cdms vddkk fds sgd in
said.
DETAINEES AND THE LEGAL
PROCESS

h mdHdnm  bbk™ nnm handf nFgt,” ms 6 m™ | n

stration has established four cate-

e d ¢ dgatekif tHeynareqa@ longen arthresaty d gories of prisoners. Detainees who

no longer pose a threat will be re-
leased. Those who have violated

FU.S. erimifahtaws will be tged in

civilian federal courts, if feasible.

A third category, individuals who
violated internationally recognized
laws of war, will be tried before
reformed military commissions that
meet legal standards set by the Su-
preme Court for due process and

h mdcddre-d nkch’ rmbsdr dN bgshnf,g s r -

(Continued on pag#d)
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Senate Vote Marks Next Step in Complex Effort to Close

(Continued from pag#&?2) David Cole, a law professor at cause of tainted or coerced testi-
Georgetown University in Washing- mony, cannot be prosecuted but

The Defense Department has an- ton, rejected criticism of military still pose a threat to the American

nounced a number of rule changes commissions by some human rights  people. Those individuals would

to improve the legal process in- groups as premature. Cole is author  continue to be detained under regu-

volved in military commissions for of Justice at War: The Men and lar oversight and review by Con-

sghr sghgc b’ sdf ngtke dner Fstg "nss 6Rw “lond ¢ g@bsdndhhb Justice Dapdriment.
prisoners, according tothe Defense nm Sdqgqqgnqg- ©

Cdo gqsl dmsdr | ngmr nm- ANtg fn k hr sn bnmrs
dHe | hkhs > gx bnl | hmate lkeganframewakdor h mc d d ¢

A3vd "~ gd bnmehcdms rafgmed to pravidenfar faidtgals, Ft msdm I n cds hmddr +

military commissions can emerge as  what is the objection to using nmd+3 Oqdr hcdms Na |~

a fully legitimate forum D onethat sgdl >® gd " rjdc hm °~ mdvr bnl ,

allows for the presentation of evi-  dms > gx- 3Rt gdkx+ (Bhp i aprodecdoktheBureamaf s

dence gathered on the battlefield what is important D due process International Information Programs,

that cannot always be effectively hr - B U.S. Department of State. Web

ogdrdmsdc hm bhuhkh™>m bntqgsr +98 | ng msite: http://wvw.america.gov) Dz

son said. There remains a final category of

Ft msdm I n cds hmddr vgn+ ad,

Clinton Calls for Strengthened Partnership with Pakistan . . .

(Continued from pag#&l) meeting October 31 with Palestin- sn vngj vhsg ansg rhec
ian Authority President Mahmoud r-hc- 3Gdg uhrhs qgdek

tion Commission. It is primarily tar- Abbas. She is also expectedtocon- r sgq  shnmdr bnl | hsl dms

geted to students coming from eco-  sult with Israeli Prime Minister Ben- sonal commitment, to work through

nomically vulnerable areas, she jamin Netanyahu. the challenges we face in pursuit of

said. bnl ogdgdmr hud Lhcckd
3Sgdrd I ddshmfr vhkk athkc nm sgd

MIDDLE EAST PEACE intensive work the administration Clinton will conclude her travel No-
has engaged in with both sides vember 2 B3 at the 6th Forum for

Hm "~ cchshnm s ndaB k hsmee thettdlateras ngeqtidgdlast the Future in Marrakesh, Morocco.

visit to Pakistan for consultations |l nmsg+® Rs sd Cdo gqsldms ronjdr,

with government officials and out- man lan Kelly said October 29 in (Distributed by the Bureau of Inter-

reach to university students, busi- Washington. national Information Programs, U.S.

ness leaders and tribal representa- Department of State. Web site:

tives, she will also conduct negotia- d@ Ogdr hcdms Na  Ihttp://gww.americalgev} BZg d

tions with Israeli and Palestinian administration is committed to com-

Authority officials in hopes of re- prehensive peace, including a two -

newing stalled peace talks. She state solution. As Secretary Clinton

was scheduled to fly to Abu Dhabi reported to the president last week,

in the United Arab Emirates for a challenges remain as we continue
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Ambassador
Education

Mel anne

Ver veer

U.S. Ambassador -at-Large for

Fkna >k Vnldmdr Hrn
Verveer responds to questions on

fhgkrd dctb shnm 7
hb  -fnudr E bdannj

Question: Look at
www.aakewo.com ( http://
www.aakewo.com ) to see what
African American women are doing
for Kenyan girls and their caregiv-
ers. We do this as a cultural recon-
nection and without [government]
funds. [We] set up several libraries

last year and supplied girls with

U.S. Ambassador Melanne Verveer

sanitary napkins to keep them from
missing school each month. D
Dawn Mason

Ambassador Verveer: | want to
sg mj C vm engq
hmf- Sgd e bs
Africa is something that we should
applaud.

There are NGOs [nongovernmental
organizations] to which people con-
sqghatsd sg’ s
public resources. There is a great
variety of NGOs and nonformal
NGOs D for example, classes of
students in a high school or a gram-
mar school adopt a project.

A lot of religious communities are
very active in providing support for
a school D for bringing the kinds of
resources that Dawn is bringing to
this project.

We encourage this. The secretary

[Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton] talks about public -private
partnerships. She means that we in

fnudgml dms b" mds cpostpdne charriage griilrar appropri-
We need civil society to be very ate age.
"bshud+ vgdsgdg hsdr hmchuhct kr +

leges and universities, the religious
community or the business commu-
nity.
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¢ n md sthese ngceksitiean x

She [Dawn] mentioned sanitary

napkins. Girls in so many places
cnmds g ud
day things that we take for granted.

s g dAnd/timey literalty gtalydut of school
s g = saweek ehim they go lthrofigh this

biological process.

There are companies like Procter &
Gamble who are coming together
with NGOs to provide some of

j hmcr

Anybody, no matter your station in
life, can participate and make a dif-
ference.

Q: We have to respect the women
like we respect our mother. No dis-
crimination, but the women have to
know their responsibilities as
mother for their children and [as]
wife. D Tgk. Hanief

A: We know that educating a girl is
the single best investment that can
be made. An educated woman will

be a better mother. First, she will

She will provide better nutrition for
her children. Mothers are the first
teachers of their children.

“bbdrr

h

b

Answer s

Education provides the greatest
possibility for gaining a good in-
come. There is a statistic that for
every year a girl is in school, her
income potential is enhanced by 10
to 20 percent.

The byproducts of an education are
not to be underestimated D

vgdsgdqg hsdr eng
family, the benefits to the girl being

| educated, the benefits to her com-

munity or the benefits to her coun-
try. Education is truly fundamental.

Q: What is the [role] of govern-
ments and expectations that par-
ents should expect with regards to
tree mdusatiod of the girlehdidink ,
Africa? From your experience in
Kenya, what did you find [that is]
mhmcdghmf f hqgk
Africa cannot develop without edu-
cated Mothers. D lkechukwu Felix
Ake

A: The questioner is very wise in
emaking a statement about the im-
portance of education.

There are many reasons that girls
cnmds fds dctb®
o gdmsr cnmds r
cating the girl. Girls are often
viewed as the people who collect
the firewood, fetch the water, do
all the things in the home.

sdc
dd

We need to work with parents to
help them understand how much
more valuable it is for them to edu-
cate their daughters than not to
educate their daughters.
We have found that often incen-
tives D something as simple as a
bag of flour D can benefit the fam-
itykand help them send a daughter
to school. Or a large can of oil. Or
not having fees for school, because
o gqdmsr b’ mds
(Continued on pag#9)
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To Anyone

By Phuong Ly
Special Correspondent

Washington D When puberty hits
adolescents in poor countries, girls
start disappearing from classrooms.

Unfortunately, that
cndrmds =k
bother adults as
much as it should.
While access to pri-
mary schools has
dramatically im-
proved throughout
the developing
world in recent dec-
ades, secondary
education for fe-
males too often has
been seen as an
unnecessary privi-
lege. Attendance
prevents teenage
girls from providing
labor for their fami-
lies or getting mar-
ried and bringing in
a dowry.

But recently, the
education of adoles-
cent girls has be-

Wh o

Doubt s

To cope, she made up the word
Ja snmf 8 sn
erment education gave her. The
word became the title of her hit

rnmf sdkkhmf
you please regardless of what any-
nmd sdkkr

Girl so

Pl

families a $25 goat or sheep if they

c d r b gkbep theirsegndgirlslin schoal and

unmarried for at least two years.

" m @eKgdping onre -Ennoljidg tesnrgirlsSc n

school is challenging, but crucial to

xnt - 9 @eimpdoying gatidl ang echnorhic ceng d

ace

come a higher prior-
ity for governments

The

Batonga
like these stay in school.

Girlsé Education

Program offers

schol ars

and nonprofit
groups. Two particular organiza-
tions illustrate the priority shift well.

In five African countries, the Ba-
tonga Foundation pays for tuition,
supplies and tutoring for girls at-
tending school. Batonga was
started in 2006 by Benin native and
New York resident Angelique Kidjo
to help girls stay in school.

Kidjo, a successful singer and UNI-
CEF ambassador, recalls that, as a
youngster in Benin, she was
taunted for being a girl in school.

Page 15

song, Kidjo used the word to name
her foundation, which helps girls
succeed in secondary school.

Nearly 84 percent of children world-
wide attend primary school, com-
pared to just 60 percent of children
attending secondary school, accord-
ing to a 2006 report by the Acad-
emy for Educational Development.
Most of those missing are girls. In
sub-Saharan Africa, only 17 percent
of girls enroll in secondary school.
In one country, Ethiopia, a United
Nations Foundation program gives

ditions, said Cynthia Lloyd, author
ne °~ engsgbnl hmf
sons: The Power of Educating Ado-
kdrbdms Fhqgkr +9
Population Council. The more edu-
cated a girl is, the more likely she is
to delay marriage, have better
health, engage in civic activities and
d gm I ngd | nmdx-
cation helps protect and transform

f hgkr hm
Lloyd said.

So far, more than 500 girls in Be-

(Continued on pag#6)
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To Anyone

(Continued from pag#5)

nin, Mali, Ethiopia, Sierra Leone and
Cameroon have received Batonga
Foundation scholarships. In 2008,
the second full year of the program,
95 percent of the girls returned to
class, according to the foundation.

In Benin and Mali, Batonga
helps girls whose earlier
school education had been
funded by the U.S. Agency
for International Develop-
ment and administered by
World Education. Previ-
ously, all financial support
had stopped after fifth
grade.

The cost of educating a girl
in these countries is rela-
tively low by Western stan-
dards. Batonga pays from
$75 to $300 per year per
girl for uniforms, school
fees, transportation and
supplies, depending on the
country. But for many Afri-
can families, the cost is
prohibitive, said Stephanie
Shearer Cate, the pro-
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Even one extra year of schooling
beyond the average makes a differ-
ence, according to various World
Bank studies. The eventual wages
of girls may rise an extra 10 per-
cent to 20 percent and thereby help
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Fund in partnership with the Ethio-

tion provides mentors, financial
support for school, and informal
workshops on topics such as HIV/
AIDS and sexual abuse. This is the
program that awards a goat or
sheep to families with successful
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750 girls who de-
layed marriage and
stayed in school
received an animal,
which helps their

e Il hkhdrd

living.

The program also
helps girls who have
fled to cities to es-
cape forced early

! marriages. Mentors
go door to door in
Bahir Dar, the capi-
tal of the Amhara
region, and in Ethio-
J pian capital Addis

| Ababa to recruit the
girls, many of whom
work as housekeep-
ers. For a few hours
each week, the girls
receive counseling
and formal classes
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labor that is lost when a
girl is in class. In addition,

—]/lli’%t.?nl'ﬂ, @a?/ege,r/eft, W/t/%(A/[}gQ/que%g'o,dsa ys she was very
happy to be selected for the Batonga Girls' Education Program.

on farming and mar-
keting. The United
Nations estimates

secondary schools are few and far
between, so students have to travel
long distances. When families are
able or willing to make such sacri-
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boy, rather than a girl, who is ex-
pected to eventually get married
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Once those barriers are lifted,
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capita income.

In Ethiopia, education reduces child
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in the Amhara region, in the north-
west part of the country, are
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with 19 percent of girls married by
age 15.
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But a five -year program started in
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odq
reached by the program. Some have
attended one workshop; some have
stayed in school for two years.
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With such successes, perhaps the
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so unusual anymore, said Tamara
Kreinin, director of the Girl Fund. It
will be an accepted norm. D2z
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