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U.S. Embassy Hosts
Iftar Dinner in Harrar

On August 26, 2009, the
Embassy of the United
States of America,
hosted an Iftar dinner in
Harrar for the Muslim
community of Harar. The
attendance included Ha-
rari Regional State Offi-
cials, religious leaders,
elders of the community,
kd cdgr ne
Islamic Affairs Council,
and members of the Ha-
rari Women and Youth
Association. Over 400
people attended the din-
ner, including U.S. Em-
bassy officials and those

in need from the local
population. The dinner
celebrated the longstand-
ing friendship between
the people of Harrar and
of the United States.

The U.S. Embassy dele-
gation to Harrar included
Public Affairs Officer Aly-

s gsn LQGrdnten Badense

@s s~ b g Bradkey k
Anderson, and two repre-
sentatives of the U.S.

|l hkhs qgxadr
Imam Walid Habash and
Reverend William Hood.
Imam Habash and Rever-

end Hood are responsible
for the spiritual well -
being of soldiers in the
U.S. armed forces. They
represent the diversity of
religious practice in the
U.S., including in the
U.S. military, which in-
cludes adherents to the
faiths of Islam, Christian-
ity, Judaism as well as
other religions.

Imam Habash was invited

b gto delkvér remarkis im 4ra-r

bic at the evening prayers
at the Grand Mosque.
(Continued on pagg)

Remarks of President Barack
Obama Ramadan Message

Washington, DC

On behalf of the Ameri-
can people b including
Muslim communities in
all fifty states B | want
to extend best wishes to
Muslims in America and
around the world. Rama-
dan Kareem.

Ramadan is the month in
which Muslims believe
the Koran was revealed
to the Prophet Muham-
mad, beginning with a
simple word D igra. Itis
therefore a time when

y

Muslims reflect upon the
wisdom and guidance
that comes with faith,
and the responsibility that
human beings have to
one another, and to God.
Like many people of dif-
ferent faiths who have
known Ramadan through
our communities and
families, | know this to be
a festive time D atime
® when families gather,

| friends host iftars, and

President Barack Obama

| meals are shared. But |

(Continued on pag8)
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Special Envoy Gration Worked Together with Darfurian Factions for
Unification

Factions of the Sudan Liberation
Movement convened a consulta-
tive forum in Addis Ababa from
August 18 to 22, 2009 under the
sponsorship of the U.S. Special
Envoy for Sudan , General J. Scott
Gration. The African Union/United
Nations Joint chief Mediator, Dji-

a qhkk ,Abservectheaneet -

ing.

In a press conference General Gra-
tion and leaders of the factions
gave on August 22 2009, General
Grationsaid, 3Vd vngqgj dc
for the unification of the Darfurian
factions. The leaders of the SLA/
Unity, SLA/ Abdul Wahid and SLA/
Abdelshafi groups joined together
and we started on the unification

of the SLA movements. The URF

(United Resistance Front ) joined (L- R) Baha Idriss Abu Garda, Chairman, United Resistance Front; Ismael Rifa Osman,

us and they agreed in principle on Head of Delegation, Sudan Liberation Movement; General J. Scott Gration, U.S. Spe-

the unification between the fac- cial Envoy, Omer Ismail, Consultant of the U.S. Special Envoy, Ahmed Abdelshafi

tions until this unity is completed Toba, Chairman, Sudan Liberation Movement; Abdalla Yahya, Chalirman, Sudan Libera-

by full unification of all the Darfu- tion Movement/Unity.

rian factions on the ground in Dar-

fur at a later date .© Chairman, United Resistance Front;  Toba, Chairman, Sudan Liberation
Ismael Rifa Osman, Head of Delega- Movement/Abdelshafi; Abdalla Ya-

Participants of the consultative fo- tion, Sudan Liberation Movement/ hya, Chairman, Sudan Liberation

rum include, Baha Idriss Abu Garda, Abdul Wahid; Ahmed Abdelshafi Movement /Unity . DZ

U.S. Embassy Hosts Iftar Dinner in Harrar . . .

(Continued from pag#) restoring the Teferi Mekonnen Pal- scholarship program -- began three
ace and preserving Islamic manu- years ago. This program provided
His comments included quotes from scrigts through the U.S. Ambassa- supplemental English Language
sgd Ptqd ' m mec s4g dc nyq dcrh SE% mc N nsq SBgtijtminirm toloverd §0dHardaghigh s h n m
rewards of the holy month of Rama- . ~
dan. The U.S. Embassy plans to continue  school students . Dz
supporting the Harari community
The United States Government has  through educational, economic and
provided funds to the Harari Re- cultural programs. In particular, a

gional State to support its efforts in very successful English -teaching
initiative B the Access Micro -
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also know that Ramadan is a time

of intense devotion and reflection b
a time when Muslims fast during

the day and perform tarawih
prayers at night, reciting and listen-
ing to the entire Koran over the
course of the month.

These rituals remind us of the prin-
ciples that we hold in common, and
Hr k> 1 dr gnkd hm,
progress, tolerance, and the dignity
of all human beings.

For instance, fasting is a concept
shared by many faiths B including
my own Christian faith B as a way
to bring people closer to God, and
to those among us who cannot take
their next meal for granted. And the
support that Muslims provide to
others recalls our responsibility to
advance opportunity and prosperity
for people everywhere. For all of us
must remember that the world we
want to build B and the changes
that we want to make B must begin
in our own hearts, and our own
communities.

This summer, people across Amer-
ica have served in their communi-
ties B educating children, caring for
the sick, and extending a hand to
those who have fallen on hard

times. Faith -based organizations,
including many Islamic organiza-
tions, have been at the forefront in
participating in this summer of ser-
vice. And in these challenging

times, this is a spirit of responsibil-
ity that we must sustain in the
months and years to come.
Adxnmc
also committed to keeping our re-
sponsibility to build a world that is
more peaceful and secure. That is
why we are responsibly ending the
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war in Irag. That is why we are iso-
lating violent extremists while em-
powering the people in places like
Afghanistan and Pakistan. That is
why we are unyielding in our sup-
port for a two -state solution that
recognizes the rights of Israelis and
Palestinians to live in peace and
security. And that is why America
will always stand for the universal
rights of all people to speak their

© cmind, piadtica theirirdigion, kdmtdb-

ute fully to society and have confi-
dence in the rule of law.

All of these efforts are a part of
@ dghb™ dar
Muslims and Muslim -majority na-
tions on the basis of mutual interest
and mutual respect. And at this
time of renewal, | want to reiterate
my commitment to a new beginning
between America and Muslims
around the world.

As | said in Cairo, this new begin-
ning must be borne out in a sus-
tained effort to listen to each other,
to learn from each other, to respect
one another, and to seek common
ground. | believe an important part
of this is listening, and in the last
two months, American embassies
around the world have reached out
not just to governments, but di-
rectly to people in Muslim -majority
countries. From around the world,
we have received an outpouring of
feedback about how America can
ad ° o gqgsmdg
aspirations.

We have listened. We have heard
you. And like you, we are focused
on pursuing concrete actions that

@! d q h hwedare awillgnake g difference over time B

both in terms of the political and
security issues that | have dis-
cussed, and in the areas that you

have told us will make the most
cheedgdmbd hm
These consultations are helping us
implement the partnerships that |
called for in Cairo B to expand edu-
cation exchange programs; to foster
entrepreneurship and create jobs;
and to increase collaboration on
science and technology, while sup-
porting literacy and vocational
learning. We are also moving for-
ward in partnering with the OIC and
OIC member states to eradicate po-
lio, while working closely with the
international community to confront

bnl | hs | dcomsmors healtll andliendged like

H1N1 B which | know is of particu-
lar to concern to many Muslims pre-
paring for the upcoming hajj.

All of these efforts are aimed at
advancing our common aspirations
b to live in peace and security; to
get an education and to work with
dignity; to love our families, our
communities, and our God. It will
take time and patient effort. We
cannot change things over night,
but we can honestly resolve to do
what must be done, while setting
off in a new direction b toward the
destination that we seek for our-
selves, and for our children. That is
the journey that we must travel to-
gether.

I look forward to continuing this
critically important dialogue and
turning it into action. And today, |

n m a dwant to @in with the 1d5rbididnd r d

Muslims around the world B and
your families and friends D in wel-
coming the beginning of Ramadan,
and wishing you a blessed month.
L>x Fncdr od°
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Obama Creates New Unit to Handle High -Level Interrogations

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington D In an effort to gain
more intelligence through

Ar bhdms hehb  kkkx saggbnsors abroadithatnhave been used
by the U.S. intelligence community

* fertdenling With tertosts, and or-
dered that any interrogations carried
out be under the terms of the U.S.
Army Field Manual on interroga-
tions, which is consistent with U.S.

Obama administration has created a
Aghdi gktd hmsdqgqgnf
with responsibility for interrogating
key detainees who are believed to
have useful information on violent
extremist groups, a White House
spokesman says.

White House deputy press secre-
tary Bill Burton told reporters Au-
gust 24 that the new group, which
President Obama created after re-
ceiving the consensus recommen-
dation of an interagency task
force, will be housed at the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI).

AHs vhkk aqghmf
ent elements of the intelligence
community to get the best intelli-
gence possible based on scientifi-
cally proven methods and consis-
tent with the Army Field Manual ,9
Atgsnm r hc hm L~
Massachusetts, where the presi-
dent is vacationing.

SN

ASghr hr vV X sg
community can best operate, espe-
cially in these high -value in-
stances,® gd . r  hc

In his January 20 inaugural address,
President Obama said his admini-
rsqg s hnifsl alfglskithd b s
choice between our safety and our

ideals,® "~ mc rnnm
nounced plans to close the
Ft " msém I n A X

in Cuba, abolish harsh interrogation
methods by intelligence officers,

halt military tribunals for suspected
sdqgnghrsr s Ft~
least 120 days and end secret pris-
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ons maintained abroad by the intelli-

gence community. The field manual outlines 19 legal

interrogation techniques and forbids

The president also signed an execu- nine others.

tive order that abolishes any secret

Deputy press secretary Burton said
President Obama signed an execu-
tive order to establish an inter-
agency interrogation task force to
dehmc mdv | dsgnc
can get more intelligence by scien-
tifically proven means .9

The high-value interroga-

tion group will house peo-

nity, including the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA).
dHs gntrdr
ent elements under one
ton said.
Sgd

he's going to continue to

he said.

Attorney General Eric Holder will be making the
decisions on any prosecutions related to past inter-

“rogalionigeiees n ms d k k h f d mb d

According to an August 24
article in the Washington

" e-s dkghvf dqgneb dg dBnkhk d b ®n g

¢ d stidns and all s plbotbeuls, drgl ex-

r

ple from different elements
of the intelligence commu-

Tk k

group where they can best
perform their duties ,® At q

oqdr hcdms
confidence in this plan, and

support it going forward ,9

Post newspaper, the White

House will have direct over-

treaties and the humane treatment
of prisoners under international
laws and obligations.

sight over the new interrogation
unit through the National Security

the unit will be made up of experts
from several intelligence and law
D enforcement agencies.
m- Hms d k

The 2006 Army manual the presi-
dent cited in his executive order
Field Manual 2B22.3, 3Gt | °
complies with the Geneva Conven- and prosecutions of alleged abuses
in the past by U.S. interrogators,
Burton said President Obama be-
lieves those decisions should be
made by Attorney General Eric
Holder.

plicitly prohibits torture and cruel,
inhumane and degrading treatment.
It also is in compliance with the

mMbs SO Dretainee Treatrropnt Acs of
2005.

Council. The Post also reported that

Asled adpoutsphtential irfvestigations

(Continued on pag#l)
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Obama Praises Courage and Dignity of Afghan Voters

By Stephen Kaufman

dates and 3,000 provincial council tinue to strengthen their own ca-

Staff Writer candidates on the ballot, includinga  pacity and take responsibility for
record number of women. theirown future ,® Na | . r hec
Washington D While results are not
xds jmnvm hm @ef-g Obamnasepeatddrthatdhg tnitdd ASghr hr mns °~ bg kkd
dential and provincial council elec- States did not support any particu- asked for; it came to our shores
tions, President Obama says the lar candidates in the election . 3 Nt gwhen al -Qaida launched the 9/11
unsd v r 3  m hl on qoslyimerestwasdhe resulnfgirly, attacks from Afghanistan. But
v gcd® enq sgd @e o d America, our allies and part-
s jhmf bnmsqgnk n ners, and above all the Afghan
future in the face of threats from people share a common inter-
violent extremists. est in pursuing security, oppor-
tunity and justice ,® gd . r  hc
Despite attacks and threats of
violence by the Taliban against The president also took the
those participating in the vote, opportunity to wish the Afghan
millions of Afghans went to the people a blessed month of
polls August 20, Obama told re- Ramadan. In a separate state-
porters at the White House Au- ment, the president said he
gust 21. wanted to reiterate his commit-
I dms 3dsn mdv- adf h
3@ H v sbgdc lvag tween America and Muslims
struck by their courage in the around the world .9
face of intimidation and their dig-
nity in the face of disorder ,© g ¢ === Since the polls closed in Af-
said. * ghanistan on August 20, the
two leading presidential con-
Sgd ogdrhcdms r° tenders, former Foreign Minis-
clear contrast between those ter Abdullah Abdullah and in-
who seek to control their future Election workers carry ballot boxes to load onto cumbent President Hamid Kar-
at the ballot box and those who trucks for transport to polling stations throughout zai, both have claimed to have
kill to prevent that from happen- the country, in Kabul, Afghanistan. won an outright victory, or
ing.® more than 50 percent of the
accurately reflecting the will of the vote. If neither candidate wins an
dH adkhdud sg s s gAdgham pesplegand tradikwhandver  sutright majority, a runoff election
those who want to build, not those will continue to support as the is expected to be held in October,
who want to destroy. And that is votes are counted and we wait for according to press reports.
the future that was sought by the the official results .9
Afghans who went to the polls and @bbngchmf sn @efg mhr
the Afghan national security forces The president said the United pendent Electoral Commission, pre-
who protected them ,© Na | ". $tates looks forward to renewing liminary results indicate that up to
its partnership with Afghanistan 500dgbdms ne sigdnil-bnt me
The president said the August 20 under its new government. In the lion voters participated.
vote was historic as the first de- meantime, it will continue its work What foreign affairs decisions
mocratic election run by Afghans sn rsqgdmfsgdm s gd shault Prssigentddbama cobstder?
themselves in more than three dec- rity, governance and economy. Commenton America .f nudr aknf

ades. Afghan national security
forces took the lead in protecting
voters and providing security for
approximately 6,000 polling sta-
tions, Obama said. There were
more than 30 presidential candi-
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Obama Today ( http://
f n~ kto disrupth disd ~ gblogs.america.gov/
campaign/2009/01/21/day -2-what -
should-obama%e2%80%99s -top-
priorities -be/ ).Dz

ANt g
mantle and defeat al -Qaida and
their extremist allies. That goal will
be achieved, and our troops will be
able to come home as Afghans con-

Weekly Special Report




Clinton Focus on Food Security in Africa Extends Worldwide

By Jim Fisher -Thompson
Staff Writer

Washington D Secretary of State
B

Ghkk gx Qncg |
food security and devel-
opment on her recent trip
to Africa extends to other
parts of the world, such
as Latin America and
Asia, where the U.S.
government continues to
ognuhcd ahkk
worth of assistance.

Even before making her
seven-nation visit to sub -
Saharan Africa August 4
P14, Clinton spoke of the

to Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Burma,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Syria, Yemen, Co-
lombia and Ecuador. In some cases,
USAID bought and transported local
k hfond in mafions without ther meanm
to distribute the food

people, including
Ethiopia, Somalia, Ne-
pal and Tajikistan.

4 In addition to critical
8 foedraid, USAID and
other U.S. agencies

improve agriculture
, and enhance rural
- livelihoods in develop-

need to tackle hunger
while improving agricul-

A Mexican woman har-
vests coffee beans.

ing nations.

ture in the developing USAID has heiped the In 2008, USAID re-
world. Mexican coffee industry | gn5nded to the devas-
find new exporting part-

ners.

At a meeting of interna-

tation in Haiti caused
by Hurricane Gustav

tional donors in Madrid in
January, Clinton set out the Obama
“cl hmhr sq s h sagiyr
3Sgd oqdr hcdms
new attention on food security so
that developing nations can invest
in food production, affordability,
accessibility, education and technol-
ogy.o©

The United States continues to be
the largest international food donor,
providing more than half of all such
aid to the developing world, accord-
ing to the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID), the
office responsible for administering
most U.S. food aid programs. From
2008 to 2009, U.S. food donations
committed to quell hunger in the
vngkcdr onngdrs
to $5.5 billion.

In recent years, USAID has pro-

vided emergency food relief to na-
tions throughout Africa, as well as

Page 6

with an ambitious five -
year program aimed at improving
oen’r ghl schgnrnd

provements, better health and nutri-
tion and establishment of a natural
disaster early warning system.

In Afghanistan, where agricultural
infrastructure was damaged by dec-
ades of warfare, farmers are learn-
ing new ways to grow grapes with
the help of a USAID program that
worked with a local provincial re-
construction team. The farmers re-
ceive training in low -cost technolo-
gies, vine care, methods to increase
production, and post -harvest stor-
age and transport.

m’~ REACEGORPS VOLUNRTEERS
WORK TO ENHANCE FOOD
SECURITY

The Peace Corps, the U.S. volun-
teer agency established by Presi-

dent John F. Kennedy in 1961, has
2,800 volunteers working in 25
countries in Africa as language
teachers, health care workers and
rural development experts.

But 40 percent of its 7,000 volun-
teers, serving in 74 countries, are
also involved in programs that sup-
port food security. The issue is of
such importance that in 2008 the
agency formed a worldwide food
security task force whose goal is to
gather information and resources to
combat hunger.

>

- &

khudr = mc
* mcconkes thraughdtenltnolagioal im-n b t

Dairy producer and USAID partner
Karine Ghukasyan distributes milk to
orphans in Vanadzor, Armenia.

Peace Corps volunteers are also
part of business development pro-
grams in many countries, where
they teach skills to young people,
farmers, artisans, hongovernmental
organizations (NGOs), credit institu-
tions and information technology
enterprises.

In Ukraine, where the Peace Corps

has operated development pro-
(Continued on pag#l)
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Muslim Americans Find Their Voice Through Advocacy, Engagement

By Howard Cincotta
Special Correspondent

Washington D Assad Akhter, the
legislative director for a member of
Congress, learned an interesting
fact when he helped found the Con-
gressional Muslim Staffers Associa-

Muslims become in-
volved.®

Razi Hashmi, born to a
Pakistani father and
American mother, strug-
gled with his identity
when he was a child. He

caught up in interna-
tional events over
which they have no
control. As a result,
they frequently have
to respond to actions
by extremists that
they themselves re-

tion at the U.S. Capitol in 2005. found one answer in Is- ject.
lam. 3E°  hsg sqg |mr bdmcr
AVd chrbnudqgdc s g raceanddultude @ gdudmsr 30gnuhmf vg s
aghmfr °~ ssdmshnm vsgidimanwoniirte @rafite. Lt r mns hrmds-" fn
imo® gd.3Adkmf Ltrkhl b ™ m dia strategy ,8 g d
bring negative attention , at s h s But he also became po- said.
also an opportunity to educate and litically active and organ-
talk to people .© ized a branch of the Salam Al - Maravati fs Gd bhsdr sgd b
Muslim Students Asso- A - Maray ISqtsg Nudg Ed°
. . L . executive director of the .
Akhter is president of the 70 - ciation at his college. Muslim Public Aftairs Coun- | €@Mpaign to counter
member association, which organ- Hashmi is now head of cil, a prominent advocacy tensions and suspi-
izes Capitol Hill discussions on reli- the Oklahoma chapter of | 5rganization. cion among Muslim
gious and policy subjects. He and the Council on American and non-Muslim
other Muslim congressional staffers Islamic Relations. groups. 3Lx ahffdrs bg  kk
attend Friday prayers in the U.S. make extremists irrelevant and the
Capitol building that now attract Lema Bashir, Palestinian American mainstream relevant ,© gd . r " hc
more than 100 worshipers, includ- and a lawyer with the Department
ing dignitaries from other countries. of Justice, sees political action Marayati points to the example of
among Muslim Americans happen- Sunni and Shiite divisions in the
YOUNGER GENERATION ing on a much larger scale than pre- United States. 3 He xnt mf odno

ENGAGEMENT

Akhter is hardly unique, especially
among a younger generation that is
taking advantage of the remarkable
diversity and vitality of the Muslim -
American population to bring a re-
newed message of inclusiveness
and interfaith alliances that belie

any stereotype of Muslims as
monolithic in outlook and ideas.

Take Haady Taslim, 26, an Iranian
American who taught in some of
the poorest schools in New Orleans
before working to register Muslim
Americans in Chicago to vote.

AH cnmds s ghmj
the only ones to gain when we en-
gageinthe process ,® S r k hl
on the One Nation Web site.
3@ dghb™ f > hmr
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viously.

ASgdgd hr ° mddc
you are American and this is your
country ,©
background, you come from some-
where, we all do. But we also need
to understand that living here
means getting involved in the proc-
ess. And everyone benefits from
that.©

JOINING THE NATIONAL DEBATE

Salam Al-Marayati long has been a
national voice for Muslim Ameri-
cans as executive director of the
Muslim Public Affairs Council, one

advocacy organizations.
r > hec
Marayati contends that Muslims in

v g dAmeri@d often find themselves

psychologically that they are part of
the American fabric, then the divi-

ssion ig mtasticdlynmhmyatdrialfag = s

them,® gd .H#HEe rthey can

r gd 3IrxX’nh c g u dfeel'like visitors to America and be-

come more open to outside or nega-
tive viewpoints .9

The Muslim Public Affairs Council is
part of a growing constellation of
national organizations that are mak-
ing Muslim voices and views heard.
They include the large and influen-
tial Islamic Society of North Amer-
ica, the advocacy group Council on
American -Islamic Relations, and the
New York -based American Society
for Muslim Advancement, which

@! dngeh bs gmd Lbtnrtknisl grx d rq dl strasses ite \onklinhintedaithsactivi-

ties and cultural exchanges.
Two active legal organizations have
emerged as well: Muslim Advo-

(Continued on pag®)
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