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Fighting Human Trafficking a Critical Part

By Jane Morse

Staff Writer

Washington i The Obama ad-
ministration views the fight
against human trafficking, both
at home and abroad, as a criti-
cal part of the U.S. foreign pol-
icy agenda, says Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton.
At a June 16 event at the
State Department marking the
release of the ninth annual
Trafficking in Persons Report,
Clinton emphasized the need
for more public-private partner-
ships to fight the scourge of

modern-day slavery.
(Continued on pag#)

Marginalized immigrants like these Burmese laborers in
Thailand are prey to traffickers.
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Washington i An ac-
claimed plant breeder and
geneticist who was born
and grew up in rural
Ethiopia has won the
2009 World Food Prize
for his major contribu-
tions in the production of
sorghum, one of the
world's five principal
grains.

The announcement came
during a June 11 cere-

Ethiopian - born crop breeder
Gebisa Ejeta, winner of the
2009 World Food Prize

mony at the State Depart-

)
£ ment.

The work of Gebisa Ejeta,
a professor at Purdue Uni-
versity in Indiana and a

¥ U.S. citizen, has dramati-

cally enhanced the food
supply of hundreds of
millions of people in sub-
Saharan Africa, said Ken-
neth Quinn, president of
the World Food Prize
Foundation, which is
based in Des Moines,

lowa.
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Fighting Human Trafficking a Critical Part of U.S. Foreign Policy . . .

(Continued from pag#)

OThe criminal
millions of people crosses borders
and spans

Oso our response
same. O

OwWe are committed
al | nations coll a
retary said.

The trafficking of persons has been
condemned by President Obama as
Oa debasement of
manity.od
tional Labor Organization, the
United Nations agency that over-
sees labor standards and social-
protection issues, at least 12.3 mil-
lion adults and children are in forced
labor, bonded labor or commercial
sexual servitude at any given time.

Human trafficking, Clinton said, af-
fects virtually every country, includ-
ing the United States. To fight the
problem, the U.S. government
funds 140 anti-trafficking programs
in nearly 70 countries, as well as
42 domestic task forces to address
the problem within the borders of
the United States.

UNITED STATES TO BE ADDED IN
2010

The U.S. Department of State is
required by law to submit each year
to the Congress a report on foreign
governmentshD effo
severe forms of trafficking in per-
sons. The report, the most compre-
hensive of its kind, this year as-
sesses 175 countries. Countries are
assigned ranks, based on standards
set by the United
ing Victims Protection Act of 2000
(TVPA).
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OTWrP Addssmmd m i hmw-m
Accor di n gnaking signifieant effottseto do so.

Countries that do not make signifi-
cant efforts to comply with the

n e t vmonimkim $tdndatds reaeigeladiereS s

ranking. Such an assessment could

rhala rtonhdneanitarfarg nontrade-
related foreign assistance. Seven-
teen countries are on the Tier 3 list
thisoyeawy mcluklingnrBgrmay Cubd,
drarr, Sytiai amdeNloryh,Koreat h e

A OTier 2 Watch
for countries whose governments
do not fully comply with the

Watch List countries also have sig-
nificant numbers of trafficking vic-
tims or those numbers are signifi-
cantly increasing without govern-
ment efforts to adequately address
the problem. Recent amendments
to U.S. law stipulate that countries
that stay on the Tier 2 Watch List
for two consecutive years will be
automatically downgraded to Tier 3.

Clinton emphasized that the annual
Trafficking in
an indictment of past failures but a
guide to future

OWi th this
the light brightly on the scope and
scale of modern slavery, so all gov-
ernments can see where progress
has been made and where more is
needed, 6 Clinton

The secretary also made the an-
rnbusicernenmt tleat therState ddpart-
ment will rank the United States in
its report to be released next year,
even though the U.S. Department

of Justice releases an annual report
focused exclusively on the traffick-
ing prallem 2191t eXistsarfsitle tlek -
United States.

Ol believe when

sfeichnanci

report,

s anigd .i n

you

light, you need to shine it on every-
one, 0 she said.

ECONOMIC WOES MAKE MORE

cont i ne mptompt the Wnitdad Statesnto with-i d PEOPLE VULNERABLE

According to this
which covers April 2008 through
March 2009, the onset of a global
al crisis
ter of increased human trafficking

L iasrtodu nids trhees emowd dd .

OAs a result of t
n a shrinking global demand for
labor and a growing supply of work-
ers willing to take ever greater risks
for economic opportunities i seem
a recipe for increased forced labor
cases of migrant workers and

women i n

The financial crisis has also strained
donor nations and philanthropists,
and, as a result, nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) that help shel-
ter and rehabilitate trafficking vic-

bassador Luis CdeBaca, director of

Monitor and Combat Trafficking in
Perspes. hope t o shi

Al t hough a
countries now have criminal legisla-
tion prohibiting all forms of traffick-
persons,
ing in Persons Report, along with a
recent United Nations survey, found
that many countries have not
brought any cases under their traf-
ficking statutes, and few labor-
trafficking cases are being prose-
cuted.

CdeBaca, himself a federal prosecu-
tor who has worked many traffick-
ing cases, noted that the U.N. Of-
shi ne a Cdnthuedgnlpags)
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Ethiopian American Wins 2009 World Food Prize . . .

OEj etaNlNs accompl i sflormRurdues i n i m-
proving sorghum illustrate what can
be achieved when cutting-edge This year's October symposium will
Ejeta will accept the prize during an technology and international coop- f ocus on OFood, Agric
international symposium in Des eration in agriculture are used to National Security in a Globalized
Moines on October 15. uplift and empowerWotrhed . wor |l diDs
most vulnerable people,d said Nor -
The World Food Prize is awarded man Borlaug, founder of the World At t he announcement o
annually to individuals whose ef- Food Prize and a Nobel Peace Prize honor, Clinton also announced a
forts significantly contribute to im- laureate. Borlaug is recognized U.S. initiative to develop a new
proving the quality, quantity and around the world as "Father of the global approach to hunger. The ap-
availability of food in the world. Green Revolution™ and is credited proach would help countries carry
with saving millions of lives from out strategies to meet their specific
Working in Sudan during the early  starvation during the 1960s and food security needs, she said.
1980s, Ejeta developed Africa's early 1970s.
first commercial hybrid variety of Secretary ClintonDs r
sorghum tolerant to drought. Later, Ejeta also has worked with national World Food Prize announcement
with a Purdue colleague in Indiana, and local authorities and nongovern- ceremony ( http://
he discovered the chemical basis of mental groups to improve the lives  www.america.gov/st/texttrans-
the relationship between the deadly of subsistence farmers in Africa english/2009/
parasitic weed striga and sorghum, through the creation of agricultural June/20090612091231eaifas0.75
and was able to produce sorghum  enterprises. 48944 .html ) are available on
varieties resistant to both drought America.gov.
and striga. OEven while he was making break-
throughs in the lab, Ejeta took his More information about the World
In 1994, eight tons of drought-and wor k t o t he fi el d,FoodBrad (#ttpS/ecr et ary of
striga-resistant sorghum seeds were St at e Hi |l | ary Ro d hondfo@lprizenorgd )ris. availabile on
distributed in Eastern Africa. They  knew that for his improved seeds to the World Food Prize Web site.
yielded four times more grainthan ma ke a di fference in peoplelDs lives,
traditional varieties, even in drought farmers would have to use them, (This is a product of the Bureau of
areas. which meant they would need ac-  International Information Programs,
cess to a seed market and the U.S. Department of State. Web
OBy ridding Africarcefditthed ogrbeuayt essutp psitei https//wvdv.america.gov) Dz
biological impediment to food pro-
duction, Ejeta has put himself in the THE MAKING OF A PLANT
company of some of the greatest SCIENTIST
researchers and scientists, o U.S.
Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vil- During primary school, Ejeta
sack said at the ceremony. planned to study engineering when
he reached college age, but his

(Continued from pag)

High in protein and easily digestible,
sorghum is a staple food crop in
Africa but is used mainly for live-
stock feed in the United States,
Ejeta told America.gov. He said he
is working to develop sorghum va-
rieties that can be used in food
products that will appeal to U.S.
consumers.
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mother convinced him he could do
more working in agriculture, Clinton
said.

With aid from Oklahoma State Uni-
versity, he attended an agriculture
and technical secondary school in
Ethiopia. The university and the
U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment helped him earn a doctorate

Weekly Special Report




United States Seeks to Encourage Democracy, Growth in Zimbabwe

By Stephen Kaufman Mugabe, Obecause we oedretcitnuehetiao own go
Staff Writer be concerned about consolidating said.

democracy, human rights and the
Washington i President Obama rul e of | aw. o He acknowledge that gaps still exist
wel comed Zi mbabweDs prime minis- in i mplementing Zi mba
ter, Morgan Tsvangirai, to the Referring to the political violence benchmarks for reform, but said,
White House, praising the progress and intimidation that plagued Zim- OWe wi | | strive to inm

made Oin very di f fbabeve fortmuchiof 2008m3bama benchmarks, not because they are
stancedo since he jsaiimde dMua albrei tOh agso wkar the iaternatiathal commumity; but
ernment with political rival Presi- times in the best interest of the because for ourselves, it gives peo-

dent Robert Mugabe. ple of Zimbabwe

' freedom and opportu-
nity to grow.?d

Speaking after their
June 12 meeting,
Obama said Zim-
babwe Ds -sphadng e
agreement Of
promi sed ang¢
United States is looking
for ways to help

Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clin-
| ton met with
Tsvangirai at the
State Department

| June 11 and praised

Tsvangirai and the Zim- him as Oa | ong
babwean people im- advocateo for
prove the ¢ babwe, particularly
democratic and eco- with regard to human
nomic future. rights and economic

President Obama told Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai the United opportunity. Tsvangi-
OWe want t o |326sis&afing priyays to support Zimbabwe. rai NDs unity go
thing we can to encour- ment i s Oattem,
age the kinds of improvement not ~ Zimbabwean people and has been  to move Zimbabwe forward into a
only on human rights and rule of resistant to the kinds of democratic pet t er future, 6 and t
law, freedom of the pressandde- changes that need sttogtteask g spliat&iohg for
mocracy that is so necessary, but propriately can be su
al so on the economhegpresidery praisedTsvangirai ton said.
Obama said. OThe peddhelpreviseral ggverpment for
babwe need very c dfAngingdnflationupderrcentyol, @d The prime minister also met with
such as having their schools re- said Zi mbabweDs i mfbe shan'12@U.S. privatedséctof Y
opened, getting improved health is slowly beginning to recover. He and government leaders at a June
care, and creating an agricultural ~ added that the prime minister will 11 |Juncheon hosted by the non-
system that can feed its people. continue to provide the United profit Corporate Council on Africa

States with Odir eqtOAR Which Beek¥ ® ¥ricoufage

OOn all these frorthd nikst Hvenlc athh & e  pasinds$ pattnerdhips and opportu-
prime minister is committed to sig- nities between the United States

nificant concrete improvement in ~ The prime minister told Obama that and Africa.

the day-to-day lives of the people of the power-sharing agreement is an

Zi mbabwe, 0 the pr efartdoebrng Zigbkabvee out of its  According to a CCA statement, the
political and economic decay, but is organization told Tsvangirai that

Obama said he has committed $73 st i | | Oa journey. aQpQ@We rvwea ntn vteds tijmsgt ij-n

million in assistance to Zimbabwe, tute those reforms that will ensure  most American companies will need

but said it would not go directly to  that in 18 months time, people of

the government, which is led by Zimbabwe are given an opportunity (Continued on pagk)
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Fighting Human Trafficking a Critical Part of U.S. Foreign Policy . . .

(Continued from pagg)

fice on Drugs and Crime recently
released its own report on global
human trafficking and found that
two out of every five countries
have yet to achieve a single convic-
tion of a human trafficker.
OProsecutions
but they do
traffickers, he said.

can

HEROES HONORED

In addition to a number of U.S.
senators and House members, two
anti-trafficking activists were pre-
sent at the June 16 State Depart-
ment event: Mariliana Morales Ber-
rios of Costa Rica and Vera Lesko
of Albania. Berrios founded a reha-
bilitation foundation in 1997 to help
trafficking victims build a new life
with their families. Lesko risked her
life providing shelter to rescued
trafficking victims.

Both women were among nine indi-
viduals from around the world hon-
ored by the State Department as
heroes in the fight against traffick-

mat t e rRelatedstoribss t er r i

ing. The other seven are: Benjamin
Perrin of Canada; George Vanikiotis
of Greece; Sunitha Krishnan of In-
dia; Elly Anita of Indonesia; Aida

Abu Ras of Jordan; Alice Nah of

Malaysia; and Inacio Sebastiao
Mussanhane of Mozambique.
be a blunt tool,

ng

U.S. Honors Anti-Trafficking
OHeroeso from
( http://www.america.gov/st/
democracyhr-english/2009/
June/20090611090114byibiatola0.
2088282.htmI?CP.rss=true )

Lawyer Rescues Trafficking Victims
in South Africa, Mozambique

( http://www.america.gov/st/
democracyhr-english/2009/
June/20090609122418ajesrom0.3
83526.html?CP.rss=true )

( http://www.america.gov/st/
democracyhr-english/2009/
June/20090609155714ajesrom4.2
54657e-02.htmI?CP.rss=true )

Innovative Activists Save Traffick-

ing Victims in Jordan and India

( http://www.america.gov/st/
democracyhr-english/2009/
June/20090609155714ajesrom4.2
54657e-02.htmI?CP.rss=true )

Public Awareness a Major Weapon
in Fighting Human Trafficking

( http://www.america.gov/st/
democracyhr-english/2009/

June/20090609094422hyibiatola0.
| ndo3aetg3d.atmli?GRads=atyus )i a

In Albania and Greece, Brave Indi-
viduals Fight Human Slavery

( http://www.america.gov/st/
democracyhr-english/2009/

June/20090609094639byibiatola0.

7989095.htmI?CP.rss=true )

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web

site: http://www.america.gov) Dz

United States Seeks to Encourage Democracy, Growth in Zimbabwe . . .

(Continued from pagé)

nomi ¢ devel opment

to see a combination of political and In his remarks at the luncheon,

economic reforms to create a sus-
tainabl e
President Stephen Hayes told a
separate audience of Zimbabwean
business leaders in Harare that
American companies are looking
forward to when Zimbabwe will be
a Obeacon of
|l eader in

Page 5

Prime Minister Tsvangirai called for

i nvest me rtS. pgrivateisextoresupport o€ Am-
reconst r u ccountoyrthat woadyprobegt private
dnvestmentsa |

babweDs
OZi mbabwe cannot
said that over the past three
months his government has
Oreduced

i nv e grlliore percentata rdinua 3 percent,
addr e s s iintrgasefl faverronan® accoantabil-

ineedsndo addr essed
cording to the CCA statement. He
also said Zimbabwean authorities
are working to establish the neces-
sary stability and rule of law in the

one. 0 He

(This is a product of the Bureau of

i nfl at i o ninternatibnal $nfofimationnProfrénts,

U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov ) DZ
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African Countries Must Compete for Investment Capital

By Charles W. Corey
Staff Writer

Washington i Africa faces compe-
tition for U.S. investment capital in

a highly competitive global market-
place, but the continent also is seen
by many American business execu-
tives as a market that cannot be
ignoredii t he Ol ast fro
growth. o

Those are two of the main conclu-
sions in OA Conver
Closed Doors: Inside the Board-
room. How Corporate America
Really Views Afric
cently released by the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce.

The reportihDs aut ho[l.S Rolled rop de- ) o
.. . . . Barnabus Ossai arranges boxes of imported computer - printer paper for sale in his
cisionmakers in 30 leading multina- ) -

. i . : small shop in Lagos, Nigeria.
tional corporations in business sec-

tors from aerospace and health care
to media and transportation. Ano-  active or aggressive enough about  not sufficiently enticing to be effec-

nymity was guaranteed to all re- attracting investment; the voicesof t i ve i n the near ternmn
spondents. The U.S. Chamber of the few countries that are making

Commerce is the waopeffarpastlostin theesdriounding ACCENTUATING THE POSITIVES,

business federation, representing negat i ve noi se. 0 OVERCOMING THE NEGATIVES

more than 3 million businesses and

organizations of every size, sector However, the report credits some  The survey identifies several key

and region, as well as 112 Ameri-  African countries for making special factors for influencing and attract-

can chambers of commerce efforts to assist foreign countries ing foreign direct investment:
(American business groups) in 99 that invest in Africa and particularly
countries. praises Nigeri ahls astrang ula ofdéaw withfao inde-
regularly engaging local leaders of  pendent judiciary that can arbitrate
Competition for America foreign foreign companies to help cut any disputes in an unbiased man-
direct investment is high, the report through cumbersome and some- ner;
says. OCountries ftinesineaginglessbwepyciatic ge-
showcase their advantages, align guirements imposed by local gov- a pro-investment environment that
their offers to U.S. needs, clamor ernments. breaks down trade barriers and pro-
for attention, and invest in their i motes the free movement of people
own countries to attract additional OU. S. cor porati onsandgeodsy a strong
investment. Consequently, U.S. and specific draw from Africa to
corporations do not lack investment ma ke i nvest ment woapromigeaf fewards that out-
choices, and rarely consider African ¢or di ng to the r epaeightthe riskiundestakendyin-b e
nations. o the lure of a robust market, or a vestors; and
belief that there is a competitive
The report states that news media advantage to early entry into Afri- a supportive business framework
reports about Africa often focus on can markets. The survey data show _
chaos and unrest 6 thahfew obthese pulls gxistosarg ot (Continued on page?)
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Obamads Cai

By Charles W. Corey

Staff Writer

Washington i There was wide-
spread interest across sub-Saharan
Africa in
June 4 from Cairo to Muslims
worldwide because many of the
speech themes resonated directly
with Africans who look forward to
participating in
with the United States, U.S. Assis-
tant Secretary of State for African
Affairs Johnnie Carson said June 5.

Carson was among a group of U.S.
officials who briefed reporters in
Washington on reaction to the
speech in their region of responsibil-

ity.

Offering input from his region, Af-
rica, Carson told
was widespread interest throughout
sub-Saharan Africa about the presi-
dentNDs speech not
the presidentDs
Kenyan but also because one-third
of the 800 million people who live
in sub-Saharan Africa today are of
Muslim religion and faith i one-
third. o

Some 11 of the 48 states in sub-
Saharan Africa have Muslim major-
ity populations and three of the
largest nations in Africa have sub-
stantial Muslim populations, Carson
told reporters. Nigeria, with a popu-
lation of 150 million people, has a
Muslim population of some 70 mil-
l'ion people, Owhi
population substantially larger than
any Arab state in
Carson said.

Ethiopia, with a population of
roughly 70 million people, has a
Muslim population of roughly 33
million, comparable to that of large
nations in the Arab world, he
added.

Page 7

ch

ro Speech R

esonates with

SPEECHNS THEMES R BRSQiNaAtdriaridt attagk against Is-

AFRICA

Carson told reporters there was a
Overy positive

expressed in the speech. Four
themes in particular resonated

f aattikieein both the politigal ama exor

nomic |ife.o
President Obamanls
economic opportunity is also impor-
tant throughout Africa, Carson said.
OAfrica remains
continents in the world and the
need for more investment in that
part of the world, particularly to
jump-start the economy, is impor-
tant. His comments on economic
empowerment, economic opportu-
nity resonated around the conti-
nent . 0

makes that

The fourth theme, one increasingly
inpbreant ikbi Adridd, ie comlsating , 0
violent extremism, Carson said.

OAl t hough we
many other parts of the world, Af-
rica has also experienced violent
extremism. We have seen it in the
destruction of our embassies in Nai-
robi [Kenya] and Dar es Salaam
[Tanzania] in August of 1998, the

onencdfudtimeg ponorAefsrti c a.

raeli interests in Kenya in November
of 2002, and we saw it on May 31

just several days ago when al-Qaida
r e arctheilstamio lartdoof thd Maghreb
Presi de mptr eGb admeanl s ss meeescsha gerecuded d British aatienal who had

been held hostage for some six
months. Africans are also fighting

Overy, very stronglgyaitnhsrto utghhiosute xAfr-e mi s

rica, 06 Carson said. OOne is the calll

andQeasmect foddemdcraqy.Maidy Pr esi dent ObamaRls spe

African countries are increasingly Oappl auded, respected

embracing democratic reform and age and media attention to this

respect for rule of law. This theme from South Africa up to Ethiopia

resonates with civil society and and across to Abuja and Lagos was

throughout Africa where democracy very i ntense and very

is taking deeper root. Carson said. OAfrican
terested in seeing how they could

OThe president Ns ttaké ddvaatdne of some &f $hp pra- t

and rights and empowerment for grams the president outlined, par-

women also resonates throughout ticularly the expansion of educa-

the continent, 0 h dionaldxtiadge pr@yvamewith

Afrieam wvontee aresalso t@ihdite r e Muslims around the world, particu-

take their rightful role asresponsi- | arly in Africa. o

ble citizens in the development of

thein dwn cdumtrees, besceninghore Af ri cans Ower e intere

llow they could benefit from the
support for technological develop-
ment and, of course, they were par-
tioubadysirtegested avhem the presi-
dent said that he was going to initi-
ate centers for scientific excellence,

Carson said Africans already have
Oenormous respecto
Obama, and the United States is

held in high regard on the conti-
nent. ObamahDs speech,
Owi ll encourage al/l
support and are fighting for greater
democratization across the conti-
nent . 0

fo

o

OWe hope his words wi

a s s o cthosetwho aretséeking woi ptoimote

economic development and greater
opportunity. We hope his words wiill
encourage greater opportunity and
respect for womenDs r

(Continued on pagé1)
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United States Seeks Early Conclusion of Mideast Peace Talks

By Stephen Kaufman their efforts to take
Staff Writer responsibility for secu-
rity and to end incite-
Washington i Pr esi dent @eamals
special envoy for Middle East
peace, George Mitchell, says he Asked about Israeli
believes there is a realistic chance  Prime Minister Benja-
of accommodati ng IndrnaeNlelsandeas
for security with the Palestinian de- 14 speech in which he
sire for an independent state, and  endorsed the prospect
says the United States is currently of a Palestinian state,

He said the U.S. objective

is to Oget a proc
to encourage parties to

take steps necessary to

move that process for-

ward, 0 and in ord
the two sides to take

meani ngf ul steps,
has to be assurance on all

sides that steps will be re-

focused on the resumption and but listed conditions ciprocal and will proceed in

Oe ar -I y conclusi on ahamfewqqlasml ng Z;e(yfglemche//’ says a manner that best ensures
negotiations. from Palestinian lead- | ;. peiieves there is a that result. o

ers, Mitchell said the |5, ea/isticé |chance for

Speaking to reporters at the State  important part of the | peace. The two sides will need to
Department June 16, Mitchell said speech was that make difficult compro-

Obama and Secretary of State Netanyahu Oincl uderd siems ,hibsuto ktjheecy- wi | |
Hillary Rodham Clinton clearly have tive a Palestinian state. So there the ultimate goal of peace, security

stated that Ot he oowiyaocomraoh bbectiveewhich uand prosperity, o6 he s
tion to this conflict is for the aspira- was not the case until that speech

tions of both sides to be met was made. o0 (See OWISH tWeel donmeesr est of t

through two statesd.sad aeli Leader NDs Beopleto sheéam e state, thé se¢ua | -
estinian State ( http:// rity of the people of Israel must be

The Obama administration is www.america.gov/st/peacesec- central. For the people of Israel, in

Owor king vigorousleyghsh/209%ar d a s ol u - orderto gain security, the need for

tion and will Ous euna/R009061515481desramfoak sa aRPal estini an state m

our disposal o to mowe 1t2cevbasr.chttnhl a&td i shesad=ucs ). 0)
objective, he said.

The Israeli leader stated his objec- Despite the tremendous challenges,
OOur focus ri ght nivewinths negotiatiens, ust bsethe Mitchell said, a solution is possible.

the context for the resumption and Palestinians have, he said. These Ol assure you | would
early conclusion of meaningful ne-  are not preconditions, but desires in taken this position if | did not be-

gotiation. To help achieve this, a final agreement, Mitchell said. lieve that there is a realistic chance
welDre asking all parties to take of reaching those obj

meaningful steps, dMitthellt aftrmadr U.S. Sematat,. Hteld reporters.
| ater added, OWe Iloapetl discossion®betoveen pagties

the discussions in which we are in Northern Ireland that led to the (This is a product of the Bureau of
now engaged very sl10991Good Friday aggeement) s International Information Programs,
a matter of weeks, not many U.S. Department of State. Web
mont hs. o Oln every negot i a tsiteohtip//mwhniaméricalgd¥yv e Dz

been involved, parties have taken
Israel and the Palestinians not only  seemingly irreconcilable positions at

have a responsibility to meettheir t he outset, 6 he said. Ol categorically
obligations under the 2003 road reject the notion that because there

map plan for peac dsa di€igreesnt hetween bhe par-

interests as wel |  tiésoh@ne or sore positiorsothmat t h e

Israelis, that means a stop to settle- there can never be an agreement. If
ments and other actions. For the you accept that argument, then no
Palestinians, that means continuing di spute would ever be resolved. 0
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Iran Must Respect the Right of Its People to Peaceful Expression

By Stephen Kaufman The official results were announced The concerns over the nuclear pro-

Staff Writer June 13, and they declared incum- gr am Oare very seriou
bent President Mahmoud Ahmadine- and get to the very heart of this

Washington i1 The Obama admini- jad the winner with 63 percentof admi ni strationRs prio

stration is Odee plthe vdte. ldisinedrestcti@allebger, Mir of nonproliferation, concerns about

news reports from Iran of violence  Hossein Mousavi, received 34 per- the possibility of an arms race in

and possible voting irregularities in  cent. Since the results were an- that part of the worl
the aftermath of the June 12 presi- nounced, Iran has seen violent
dential election. The State Depart- R v G Vice President Biden said the

Obama administration will continue
to pursue direct diplomacy with
Iran, particularly within the context
p of the five permanent members of
& the U.N. Security Council and Ger-
many, collectively known as the
P5+1.

ment says it is still assessing
whether irregularities occurred, but
spokesman lan Kelly acknowledged
that U.S. officials have doubts
about the results.

OThere has been d
outcome of the elections. We see a

real desire of the Iranian people to Speaking June 14 on N

express themselves, to be involved | apany rranians in the United States, such the Press, Biden said U.S. interests

in the political process, and that as these demonstrators in Los Angeles, with Iran remain the same as before
right needs t o b e |havaoged moests ahst i elektiaw | | y the election. The Obama administra-

told reporters June 15. The United | results. tion wants Iran to Oc
States is also concerned over re- from seeking a nuclear weapon and

ports of Ovi ol ent clashes paiwesndts secutity forces having one in its possession and,
peaceful protest s agdoppesitignddgneodstrators, as  secondly, to stop supporting terror-

well as huge public gatheringsde- | st s. o
The spokesman said it is difficult to Spite a government ban on protests.
develop a picture of what happened Biden said President Obama has
during the election because Iran did According to Kelly, much of the decided it is in the national security
not allow international monitors to  information U.S. officials have has  interests of the United States to
participate and the United States come through news reports that talk with IlranhRDs | ead
does not have diplomats in Iran. have shown Ot he r eddyttd parficip@té, wé &rei€ady
The Obama administration is cur-  of the law enforcement authorities, t o0 t al k, 6 but Otal ks

rently consulting with others in the news of access to the Internetbe- a reward for good beh
international community, especially ing blocked and certain newspapers
the European Union (EU), overthe bei ng cl osed. 0 | r arfe vitdpreBidedt adiédaHa®ahy
developments inside Iran, he said. attenti on for Ot hedijenctuhsussiioms m sandks omet h
robust debate these elections en- ing to be done with the regime. It's
EU officials reportedly have called gender ed, 6 and t h enothding Kohewith 8 sirgle ped
for an inquiry into the conductof Ot he essenti al r i ghotn,6 of amedo pmlee dtoou bet Xe-d
the vote, and Kelly said Obama ad- press themselves peacefully needs Gof consequenced can
ministration offi dioalbe O0Orswe cdEuwWbtOswi t hout the approval
about the election results. o preme leader, Ayatollah Khamenei.
He said the United States continues
He said I ran One e dahavedongtstandig corcerns over (This is a product of the Bureau of
ously these allegations and needs to Whether Iran will live up to its inter- |nternational Information Programs,
examine these accusations very national obligations, particularly re-  U.S. Department of State. Web
thoroughly. o garding its support for terrorism and site: http://www.america.gov) Dz
its nuclear program.
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U.S. and Europeans Agree on Resettling Guantanamo Detainees

EURNs contii
chall enging
June 15 statement.

nui ng p aontbateerraribm qondocted in this s
i ss ue ,mann& enbkie ys ssamgerdand nore a
secure. o

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington i1 Members of the
European Union (EU) have agreed to
help the United States in its effort

The U.S.-EU joint statement noted  Both the EU and United States
Presi dent Obamanbs agreedhatrthetUnitedcStates leas

to close the detention facility at Guant Ynamo by Janusrey Op2,i nParly0 ,r esponsi
Guant Ynamo Bay, Cubdssaid theyEU and itsenemnber ing the GuantYnamo f a
ing some detainees and sharing in- finding new residences for the de-
formation on the former detainees tainees. The Obama administration
once they have arrived in an EU has asked the Europeans for assis-
country. tance in resettling detainees who

have been cleared for release but
The EU and the United States re- Of or compelling reaso
leased a joint statement June 15 turn to their countri

that outlines a framework for the
27 individual European Union states
to accept detainees, as well as
other cooperation on counterterror-
ism.

Bermuda has resettled four former
Guantanamo detainees. Above, one of
the four looks out the window of a
restaurant on Bermuda

In his June 15 meeting with Italian
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi at
the White House, President Obama

thanked Berlusconi for T talyis
ment to accept thrsdet@ha W mdimd o0
detainees. He also said hewasvery t he pageodo as it

curity approach and conducts a re-
view of its security policies, includ-
Ol't will give us dngthesp endhedetantion, gransfer,
create a lasting and durable interna- trial and interrogation of detainees,
tional legal framework for dealing transparency about past detainee
with terrorism that | think is very practices and the elimination of se-
important on both sides of the At-  cret detention facilities.

lantic, 06 the president said.
Oln this context,

States of the European Union have
expressed their readiness to assist
bvith mmr@gepgqm [ofscer@ip {phmer
Guant Ynamo
bycase basis, o

Eur s@ckan col -

appreciative of the joint statement.

State Department spokesman lan
Kelly also welcomed the adoption
of the statement
cil of Ministers.

OWwe thank our
leagues, particularly the Czech
presidency, the EU counterterrorism
coordinator and the [EU] Commis-
sion, for their help and willingness

Drawing on shared U.S. and EU val-
ues of Ofreedom,
respect for international law, the

to join with us in closing the rule of | aw and
Guant Ynamo facil i tStateraentcaicjaing gfferts iagnigst
trans-Atlantic cooperation in coun-  terrorism should also reflect those
terterrorism. We look forward tothe val ues. OWe
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hAomtesedC Y ,

have expressed a desire to live in an
EU state.

The joint statement also notes that
the United States will share all
available intelligence and informa-
tion with the EU member state on
the detainee that is being consid-
ered for resettlement, and both par-

a g r etes will keep each other informed
h eof dhy réldvant itforMationtthat” N
d eephérded|fer. The URiRAVSted -

will also consider contributing to
costs that EU states incur related to
receiving individual ex-detainees.

The full text of the joint statement

( http://www.america.gov/st/
texttrans-english/2009/
June/20090615180045xjsnommis
80089326@-0Nhtn LisTdYAldble on
America.gov.

What foreign affairs decisions

det ai-neskosld Presilent®Obaingd Sofisider?
t h e cdménént dn Améridalg6vs ®IBgt

( http://blogs.america.gov/
campaign/2009/01/21/day-2-what-

should-obama%e2%80%99s-top-
and

h YThig R a grdduithottre Bread i ©

International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web

C 0N s i Gigelhttpt/Mvantameitafgevy t 3z t o
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Four Uighur Guantanamo Detainees Resettled in Bermuda

has said it wildl
ers to countries in which they
On January 22, his second full day would have a well-founded fear of

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

by those men since their release.

Washington i The Obama admini-
stration says it
fulo to the gover
for accepting four Chinese Uighur

in office, President Obama signeda per secuti on, 0 Kel
i peesidordial brdeetoeldse/theg r at e -

nGnueamtt Yonfa nBoe rdneut dean t iChina hésdnsistdd ithe Mighurs are
within one year. Before the resettle- part of a separatist movement it

detainees who had been cleared for ment of the Uighurs in Bermuda, accuses of carrying out terroristic

release after being held at the
Guant Ynamo Bay
in Cuba.

In a June 11 statement by the U.S.
Department of Justice, Attorney
General Eric Holder praised Ber-
mudals
tance in successfully resettling the

four det ai nees, a

mend the leadership they have dem-
t hi s gbahgf dasihgatnnithin tisestimee . 0 U.S. Department of State. Web

onstrated on
The Uighurs, who are a Turkic Mus-
lim minority from western China,
were apprehended in Pakistan in
2001 after U.S. forces fighting the
Taliban and al-Qaida bombed their
camp in Afghanistan. The Justice
Department has since concluded
that Othese
to Afghanistan with the intent to
take any hostile action against the
United States, 0
ministration has been discussing
resettlement options with a number
of countries.

a

Before the announcement of the

Bermuda resettlements, the govern-
ment of Palau said it would accept
17 Uighur detaine
tarian gestureo t
Osubject to perio

The transfer of the four detainees
to Bermuda marks the first resettle-
ment of Uighurs f
since 2006, when Albania agreed
to accept five. A Justice Depart-
ment report on the five Uighurs re-
settled to Albania found no reports
of any criminal or terrorist activity
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the Guant Ynamo

of the four detainees, including a
threat evaluation.

State Department spokesman lan
Kelly told reporters June 11 that

government tfhoer ciltoss uarses iosf- t h egartEerd Webitea mo

cility is Oa top
dOthama gand hiadkainistration-is
Owor king very har

period the presid
described it as
ess involving negotiations with
many different co
as various U.S. government agen-
cies.

Kelly said the United States is in-

i ndi v ivdluedih sngoihg discussiohs with a

a number of governments, including
Palau, over where to resettle the
nraaihiny &Jighots, sandawelaothes
any offer to resettle the detainees.
He said an agreement with Palau is
Onot finalized. o

The spokesman also acknowledged
that the Chinese government,
which wants the Uighurs to be re-
goatriatea t® China, fconsistently -has
hexptessedats domceriis @ver any
drdsettlements inte wthed countries.
Owe' ve

taken thos

board, but we've made it quite clear

rtmthemGhatawe ar¥ moé going to
transfer them bac
said.

As a general principle, not only con-

cerning China, the United States

Oa

R e vacteimwits Kinjfarkg pfedancecberder-
d e tcenductedanconfipeeleensive review

ing Central Asia.

The full text of the Justice Depart-
ment announcement ( http://
justice.gov/opa/pr/2009/June/09-ag
-574.html ) is available on the de-
fa-
priorityo for
(This is a product of the Bureau of
dntetnational énforenationt Phograms,

esitet httph//avew.amerita.gav) H@Z
complicated

uOhbh Aimeasé & T iwed !
nates with Africans, . . .

(Continued from pag@é)

portunities across the country. And
we Hope his words will also be
heard by those in several parts of
the continent who are engaged in
conflict and who need to seek
peaceful solutions to the answers
to the problems that they face. His
words and the trust that they in-
spire, we hope, will lead and serve
as a catalyst to others to follow
them, not just listen to them, act
on them, not just

A transcript of the June 5 briefing

( http://fpc.state.gov/124392.htm )

is available on the State Depart-
emecrotnitse rVdesb osni t e .

A transcript of Obama's speech in

k Caitrod hth #/ivwava, gmericd gov/st/
texttrans-english/2009/
June/20090603171549eaifas0.65
76807 .html ) is available on Amer-
ica.gov. Dz
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Blogs Help Put a Human Face on Government Bureaucracy

By Jane Morse ments, Dean said.

Staff Writer

The comment s
Washington i U.S. government tering to TSADs
agencies are finding that blogging Dean conceded.

can put a Ohuman fianoge @ osrh ewhsaati d .
can sometimes seem like a sterile like having to take their shoes and
bureaucracy.

For example, when the
Transportation Safety H
Administration (TSA), the
agency responsible for
airport security in the
United States, launched
its blog in January 2008,
it recruited employees
with on-the-ground ex-
perience working in vari-
ous TSA jobs around the
United States to author
blog posts.

to explain to readers what they
need to understand about the

ar e n I3treemirg pracess softheydan get

s elraughisécyrity@pqeickdy as posa s |
O Wesible. Byt eccasionally their-com-

M aments lgaé to phlareyes dnol 8Aprac-

tices. One commenter complained
of being made to take
every cord and elec-
tronic item out of his
bags. TSA officials
contacted the airport,
where security offi-
cers were trying a
pilot program, and
that test was ended,

Dean said.

OSometi mes the
helps operationally,

identify a problem
somewhere, 0 sali

scannero
t he

The obody
wadyts c pseso pnt e n

being
Owe didniDt
to think they were talking

tested
Transportation

for
Sec

béany wha isnew the/ ¢ y ¢
deputydirédetarifor’ st rat i
TSADs I nformat.i

to a nameless TSA bureaucrat, so  coats off for screening or pulling

we got nreal D pe o pHtdheigcompytgra forpnspeetion,
one of the founders of the blog, she said. They
called Evolution of Security, ex- why they might be

or why a person in a wheelchair
should be subject to rigorous secu-
rity measures.

plained to America.gov. And that
continues today, she said, with
TSA employees both writing and
commenting on blog posts.

Center.

C a 'GREENVERSATIONS BEMON-

sOpreat TtEesd  EdPOAWNSO MANY RC

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) oversees
environmental science, research,

OFor our officer s e@ucdidéhanm reguiakoty 2ffofte d ,
Dean said the TSA decided to try ~ the September 11 terrorist attacks OwWe wanted to show [t
blogging to combat misinformation ar e Oi n the forefrimnt pafeatdien rofmiwhhs, w
spread throughout the Internet and not | etting i tfrejhLavy,RlieeBtord\Web ComMu-
about security requirements at the ~ But for many passengers, Septem- ni cati on at EPADs Off
nationshD airports.ber 11 is history,Aff&rb, eoldAméri6a.govOPand it

is often a bad clash of perceptions. 0
The results were surprising, Dean But TSA offi cer s Ebplaoks ma sotgs,, G¥heiecnhv er s

said. Ol n the fi r dnclude theireaetualgon-thejob ey e
had more than 2, 0cqerienses,expein their caution. For
she said. example, one wheelchair passenger,
TSA officers found, had bags of
Public interest r ogainestsapprd tg his stomashye

get about 3,000 views per blog the metal bone pin one passenger

post, 6 she said. Alaigeditophave i &is lgggwas actu-
months the blog has been in opera- ally a knife.

tion, the TSA has had 642,845

unique visitors and 16,468 com- The goal of TSADs
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do just that.

OWweNDre doing it as a
having people from all over the

agency sharing their different ex-
periences, 0 Levy said

ences can be job related or not and
range from Ogreenod

s h e(Coyinged qp page9) o

ga
bl og,
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Spotlight on Muslim Americans: Shahed Amanullah

By Ahmed Mohamed pendent, nonpartisan opinion- Musl i mRDs voice to be
Staff Writer research group. the mainstream media, and high-

Il ight @& what it means
Washington i Ol f we ar e Amanullahapeirted out that the l'im in the West. o

partners for peace, then we must
first be partners in sympathetic rec-
ognition that all mankind possesses
in common like aspirations and hun-
gers, like ideals and appetites, like
purposes and frailties, a like de-
mand for economic advancement.
The divisions between us are artifi-

challenges facing young Muslim
Americans today revolve around
embracing who they are and how
they fit into the larger fabric of

Amanullah added that he wanted to
change the dialogue about Muslims,
especially after 2001, because he
America: OMany ar eoeliavesrtmat noibMuslims steneb-
than their parents, yet they are typed Muslims in the West and
searching for a Muslim identity that Muslims did not understand the
allows them to integrate American  concerns of non-Muslims.

cial and transient. Our commonhu- cul ture while being true to I|Islam.?5d

manity isGod-made and enduring. o Amanullah described the challenges

President Dwight Eisenhower, July Amanullah long has been a practi-  of the American-Muslim community

11, 1955. tioner of his own a®o blai ¢godteisesre dt oc obnentu-n i
ter self and soci etfy .ed uAkladn g nwiatnhd ec on

The United States is home to one of altmuslim.com, Amanullah is also we have the opportunity to contrib-

the most diverse Muslim communi- the founder of the company Halal-  ute. We need to find our place in

ties in the world, with a total popu- fire Media, a network of Islamic- the community and how to be fully

lation estimated between 3 million  themed Web sites with more than 6 Muslims at the same time [we are]

and 6 million people. million annual visitors. fully Americans. 0

OT he MiAmdricampopulation is He also founded zabihah.com,de- He offered a sol uti on

largely middle class, mostly main- scri bed as t he worslhdls dinaXxtg e ssto|ldaatea-our
stream, assimilated, happy with base of halal restaurants and mar-  people think, to protect their iden-
their lives and moderate on many of kets, as well as salatomatic.com, tity. €& It is very wr

OThe MiAméricamidentity will
be strengthened when it is exposed
to people, when [we are] involved
in every sphere in community life. It
helps to develop identity i1 in

the issues that have divided Mus-  an extensive list of reviewed

lims and Westerners around the mosques and schools in Muslim-
worl d, 0 says Andr eninorkyocbuntties. He started unit-
dent of the Pew Research Center.  edmuslims.org, a resource for civic

engagement, as well as halalapa-

One example is Shahed Amanullah,
an engineer and editor-in-chief of
the Web site altmuslim.com, who
says, OAmerican
large, very consistent with Islamic
values, with a focus on family,
faith, hard work and an obligation

to better sel f an dPubdicoServiee Ngtwark and the American, which helps to protect

Muslim Youth Camp of California. t heir i dentities.
Most Muslims living in the United He is also a general partner in Zakat
States said they do not perceive a  Community Ventures, the first Oln America, we have
conflict between practicing their Oventure philant hrvepydce fMunsd ide dcio-mmuni t
religion and living in a modern soci- cated to promoting Islamic charita- | ah sai d. OThey c¢ome

ety, and they believe hard work is
rewarded in America, according to
the Pew Global Attitudes Project
survey, which was conducted by
the Pew Research Center, an inde-
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v &Publicessrvice plays a huge rote ind

America the Muslims benefited
more because they are not isolated.
There is something unique about
being an American; it is easy to as-
simniatelbecaubeaAsnerisaeis an end
migration nation, and it is easier
that people accept Muslims as

looza.com, a comprehensive guide
to Islamic commerce.

Amanull ahRs | i fe,
as a board member of the United
Muslims of America, the Muslim

ble values. origins, which enriches the commu-
nity; [they] give and take from each
other, and create a more interactive

develop a profes-
(Continued on pagé5)

He launched his new Web site, alt-
mus!|lim.com, Oto
sional, authoritative outlet for a
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Access to Government Information Going Digital

By Danielle Zielinski

Special Correspondent

Washington i These days, it
seems you can find almost anything
online.

New apartment? Yes.
(craigslist.com, apartments.com,
rent.com)

Long-lost high school sweetheart?
Yes. (google.com, facebook.com)

Pictures of cats with crazy cap-
tions? Yes.
(icanhascheezburger.com)

Safety reports
school? Maybe not.

on

For
tion, the expectation is that every-
thing is available online, but in real-
ity, governments are still leaving a
lot of empty architecture in cyber-
space.

A survey conducted in March as
part of national
found that while increasing num-
bers of U.S. state government
documents are being posted to the
Web, some of the most basic and
important records i like death cer-
tificates, gas pump overcharge re-
cords and school bus inspection
reportsn ar enBDt there.
Week is an annual event focused on
open government and freedom of
information.

A separate survey conducted by
Openthegovernment.org identified
the 10 most wanted federal govern-
ment documents, which included
records about the use of economic
stimulus funds, court settlements
involving federal agencies, and cur-
rent federal contracts and subcon-
tracts.
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zens, but much work remains, activists say.

Government Web sites like Data.gov aim to make information accessible to citi-

et

Advocates for freedom of informa-

tion are looking at online access to

records as the next battleground in

the movement for more transparent
and democratic government.

®DJ od Hiad e @k | 0 o thes Interren( htttpe!/  a

catalyst for democracy, but the
state of access today is quite un-
even, o0 said
tive director of the National Free-
dom of Information Coalition, in
announcing the Sunshine Week sur-
vey results. OThe
of igfgrmatienijisypeline access, and
states have a long way to go to
fulfill the promise of electronic self-
governance. 0

President Obama issued an Open
Government Directive on his second
day in office that promised greater
openness and transparency would
be one of the themes of his admini-
stration. On May 21, he rolled out
the first of a series of initiatives
designed to give citizens more ac-
cess to government via the Inter-

net. The launch included the debut
of a site called Data.gov, where
federal agencies will post data that
can be used by software developers
to make new Internet and cell
phone
Administration Breaks New Ground

www.america.gov/st/usg-
english/2009/

Char | eMay/20890529110008&afpsramd.4
rss=tr

316522. html ?2CP.

Historically, public participation has

béen limitedeto soldmitting @m-d o m

ments on proposed regulations for
federal programs and sending let-
ters to federal officials. Advocates
say providing online access to more
information can help citizens to be-
come more engaged in federal,
state and local government.

OThe benefi
dous, 0 said
coordinator
citizens, i

ts all
Debr a
of
t Ns

(Continued on pag&5)
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Access to Government Information Going Digital . . .

(Continued from pag#4) stand i tRNs i mpor t annspa@ncysand ecdountdleility-of
nandez said. OThe hisstafcby requsingrthatt their fir s t
patory democracy. If you want to having it up there, but having it up  nancial forms be posted on the gov-
know i f your ki dDpsthe® infaovaylthatoisuusdr-id i in @ n ermoy's. V\eb site.

has asbestos in it or when the next

counci l meeting i sWithesomarecordsgsuthlas cougts In South Dakota, the state legisla-
online is a given in this technology documents, divorce files and finan- ture recently completed a thorough
era. o cial records, there are privacy con- overhaul of public records laws,

cerns. But in almost all cases, there which included requirements for
is a way to put some of the infor- information to be posted and
mation online while ensuring that searchable online.

private information n such as So-
cial Security numbersn i s n Dt

Posting government records and
documents online is not only con-
venient for citizens, but greatly re-

duces the time and expense associ- ©pemgovernment proponents hope

ated with government employees promised. that ObamalNs promi se
processing Freedom of Information federal government more transpar-
Act requests, photocopyingdocu- For both Pr esi de n tent®ilalsodnipeoveithe practices

ments and mailing records, Gersh
Hernandez said.

tives and state and local govern-
ment transparency efforts, the

of state and local governments.

greatest challenge may be changing OCert ai nly, in ter ms
But there are challenges. For start- attitudes and promoting a culture of movement , helDs very m
ers, many government agencies openness. Some advocates have things along, 0o Gersh

accumulated years of records be- tshael dp.r elslitd edrotel3s st ar t
fore computers and the Internet

became available, and the task of

pointed out that
Open Government Directive was

itself slow in soliciting public input. (This is a product of the Bureau of

moving these older records from
folders and file cabinets to the Web
can be difficult and time-
consuming. It is also important that
once online, the information be or-
ganized well.

OThey want to do

But across the country, small steps
are being made.

International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web
site: http://www.america.gov) Dz
In the wake of the March resigna-

tion of a state Cabinet official over

income from speaking fees, Califor-

nia Governor Arnold Schwarzeneg-

igér issugédhap grdeuto idogense

Spotlight on Muslim Americans: Shahed Amanullah . . .

(Continued from pag&d)

community, giving a great example
to the rest of the Muslim world,
who lives in a homogeneous soci-
ety. o

OWith the
the message of President Obama,

which gave hope to Muslim Ameri-
cans, which has opened the doors

Page 15

new admirniesst roant iadnt maumsd i m. ¢

to hear our voices, | say it is a good U.S. Department of State. Web
opportunity to s e rsiteehitpd/wwwamericalgdvia h Dz
said. Ol am very optimistic,
of the talented people in the Muslim

-American community, that t hey

can be a big help to the country.

That is why | want to tell those sto-

om. 0

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
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Lawyer Rescues Trafficking Victims in South Africa, Mozambique

By Jane Morse
Staff Writer
Washington i A casual conversa-
tion in a Pretori
launched a dangerous

i nvestigati of
Sebasti Bo Mus
lawyer from Mozambique
who was studying in
South Africa.

It was there in 2008 that
he heard that Mozambi-
can girls were being kept
as sex slaves at a nearby
upscale condominium
being used as a brothel.

a,

and arrested the trafficking net-
wor kRDs organi zer.

In Mozambique, for example, the
Natlomal Asserabdy passed the fina

court in October 2008 and is ongo- version of a comprehensive human

ing.

South Africa,
Throughout the case,
Mussanhane has been
educating the Mozam-
bican and South Afri-
can governments, po-
lice and courts on the
nature of human traf-
ficking. He continues
to work to protect traf-
ficked girls, ensure the

& prosecution of traffick-

H ers and bring interna-

| tional attention to the

Mussanhane decided to
investigate. He went to
the brothel, and pretend-

Indcio Sebastido Mus-
sanhane of Mozambique

issue.

ing to be a client, he was

able to meet with the girls. After
assuring them he was not there for
sex but to help rescue them, he
was able to gain
dence.

Mussanhane then contacted the
alleged trafficker, a fellow native of
Mozambique, who had tricked the
girls into coming to Pretoria. His
aim, he said, was to dissuade her
from continuing this activity and
return the girls to Mozambique. In-
stead, the trafficker attempted to
bribe him for his silence. But Mus-
sanhane began working with the
South African police, a local traf-
ficking shelter, the Mozambican
embassy and the South African
Ministry of Justice. The trafficking
ring threatened to kill Mussanhane
and attempted to kidnap him. But
police were able to free the girls
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earned him recognition
from the United States. He is being
honored as a hero working to end
modern-d ay sl avery

2001, the U.S. State Department
has published the report annually. It
is the most comprehensive report
on government efforts around the
world to stop trafficking.

HUMAN SLAVERY A WORLDWIDE
SCOURGE

An estimated 800,000 men,
women and children are trafficked
across international borders each
year. Millions more are trafficked
within their own countries. In Africa
the problem is especially acute, but
progress is being made to protect
the vulnerable and crack down on
the traffickers.

MussanhanelDls

trafficking law in April 2008, and it

c wds digned into law by the presi-

dent in June. The law provides pen-
alties of 16 to
ment for those recruiting or facilitat-
ing exploitation of people for the
purposes of prostitution or forced
labor. The Mozambican police have
created an anti-trafficking unit to
enforce the new law. The police
reportedly rescued more than 200
Mozambican children being traf-
ficked to South Africa in the first
half of 2008 alone. Media stories,
such as those featuring Mussan-
hanelDs efforts,
awareness of the problem.
bravery
In South Africa, a significant in-
crease in the level of anti-trafficking
training for social workers, police,

i nprosdeutoss agdebardefafficials has
tTrafficking im Peisdhs Report.fSince

led to improved recognition of traf-
ficking victims, the referral of more
cases to authorities, and improved
care for victims.

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web

site: http://www.america.gov) Dz
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Public Awareness a Major Weapon in Fighting Human Trafficking

By Yasmine Alotaibi

Staff Writer

Washington i Around the world,
people desperate for employment
often find themselves tricked by
human traffickers. An estimated
800,000 men, women and children
are trafficked across international
borders each year. Millions more are
trafficked within their own coun-
tries.

This problem does not go over-
looked by everyone, as some every-
day heroes from a variety of nations
take steps to end modern-day slav-

ery.

For example, Canadian Benjamin
Perrin founded The Future Group, a
nongovernmental organization
(NGO) committed to fighting human
trafficking and the child-sex trade.
By bringing together a team from
across Canada, The Future Group
works with foreign governments,
other NGOs and businesses to ad-
dress human trafficking and other
global issues such as HIV/AIDS.

Perrin has focused his work on urg-
ing the Canadian government to
provide more effective victim ser-
vices. In 2006, he released a report
on Canadals
ing victims, which led to a provision
of temporary residence permits and
medical services to such victims.

Last year, Perrin released his latest
research project, which involved
immigration documents collected
since 2006 when the Citizen and
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Immigration Canada department
began flagging suspect cases. His
research identified 31 instances of
human trafficking in Canada and
constituted
first national statistics
on the problem.

Today, Perrin contin-
ues to promote aware-
ness of the crime and
encourages govern-
ments to protect vic-
tims. He has testified
before the Canadian
Parliament on the is-
sue, serves as the

O an ndaNe

ficking victims. In 1997, she cre-
ated the Rahab Foundation to help
victims and their families find a new
life, keeping the program running
despite limited resources.
Although she and her staff
frequently face threats and
attacks, they continue to
help trafficking victims es-
cape from their captors. In
fact, since its founding, the
Rahab Foundation has
helped more than 3,000
victims and also trained
more than 5,000 govern-
ment leaders, law enforce-
ment officials and tourism

chair of the University
of British
human trafficking

Cghdozt mb i

Benjamin Perrin of

workers on human traffick-

a D s|ing issues.

working group and has helped iden-
tify a nationwide sex trafficking
ring.

COSTA RICAN WOMAN A PIONEER
IN ANTI-TRAFFICKING PROGRAMS

Similar efforts are under way in
other parts of the globe. Over the
last year, the Costa Rican govern-
ment has made progress in address-
ing human trafficking crimes and
helping victims. The government
recently launched prevention cam-
paigns as well as training efforts for

t r e at rgeveromewnt fand tlavw @rffdrcenaeht-

officials. Also, the government has
begun to provide more victim assis-
tance, although prosecution of hu-

man traffickers remains lacking.

Before the government began such
efforts, Mariliana Morales Berrios
was already fighting to protect traf-

For these efforts, Perrin and
Morales are being recognized by the
U.S. Department of State in its an-
nual report on human trafficking.
Since 2001, the Department of
State has published the Trafficking
in Persons Report, a comprehensive

report on governments
stop trafficking. Since 2004, the
report also recogni ze

ing to End Modern-Day S|
those who show enormous courage
in fighting a widespread, dangerous
problem.

(This is a product of the Bureau of
International Information Programs,
U.S. Department of State. Web

site: http://www.america.gov) Dz
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United States Supports

By Kathryn Mcconnell
Staff Writer

Washington i President Obama,
Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vil-
sack and Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton in coming weeks
will begin reaching out to other aid
donors, nonprofit groups, universi-
ties and businesses for best prac-
tices that can be used in a new ap-
proach to ending global hunger.

At a June 11 ceremony at the
State Department to announce the
winner of the 2009 World Food
Prize, Clinton said an example of a
group with which the United
States will work is the Comprehen-
sive Africa Agriculture Develop-
ment Programme, an African-led
initiative to boost agricultural pro-
ductivity.

For too long the primary response
to hunger has been to send emer-

gency aid Owhen t
worst, o she said.
but doesnhDt addre

causes. 0

Clinton said the United States sup-
ports creating effective and sustain-
able farming systems in regions and
countries where current methods
are not working.

A new approach to hunger will also
benefit the United States, Clinton

said. By helping to enhance agricul-
tural productivity i Ot h e

t o diothe United States will im-
prove its ability
ism and violence

Anti-hunger advocacy groups have

New Approach to Tackling Global Hunger

Secretary CIl i nt on [yeidedhe UnitedfStates i suppertw ,
more demand-driven approach to ing sustainable agricultural systems:
food security and agricultural devel-
opment that emphasizes deep en-
gagement with stakeholders. We
have a tremendous opportunity to
try this out in sub-Saharan Africa,
where a number of countries are
now completing agricultural strate-

Expanding access to quality seeds,
fertilizers, irrigation tools, credit and
training.

Helping farmers get their products
to market by improving food stor-

gies under the Af ragecaadrprotéssingamdlrsral roads.
Comprehensive Africa Agricultural
Devel opment Pr ogr aMamtining ndturdl resources to

Howard, executive director of

preserve land for future generations
and help countries adapt to climate
change.

Expanding research and develop-
ment to cultivate the next genera-
tion of plant scientists.

Supporting policy reform and good
governance.

Increasing trade so small-scale
farmers can sell their products in
more markets.

he cri1srs 15 at
Algeriq LEWOrd Foq7 e cer- |

T S
. Tri1ve
mony, Secretary Hillar] dham Clinton, t

5 Supporting women 1 who are the

rig$id thing

Ssalsd a neréIippro%cg o tack%ng gyobg/ 0 Y ast _ma ] O rity of the

hunger is needed. n and their families.

WashingtonDs Par t nseres OER hti® pGlatn Amer i c

Hunger and Poverty in Africa, told 2009 World Food Prize ( http://

America.gov. www.america.gov/st/develop-
english/2009/

Aid agreements between the United Jjune/20090611155143akllennocc

States and other countries willhelp m0 . 190563 4. ht ml )6 an

partners achieve priority objectives
and Omutually
tored target

Table: Advancing Agriculture to End

d e f iHurRyaEk ( Htp:AwwiOstaie.gov/e/
out c aeneeps/,rd sHovwgr20 09/ 11399
sheet.

Adnors efficient dogetgn assistance m(This is a product of the Bureau of
Bystem wighrbetterj ceordingtion and International Information Programs,
better account abi lusStDepakhieatafSate. tWe t
people get help faster and more ef-  sjte: http://www.america.gov ) D?

been calling for a new approachand f ect i vel y, 0-bavéd Bréad ngt on

more funding for food aid.

OWe are very enco
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for the World said in a public letter.

UChingog laid out sirategiesatipat will
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African Countries Must Compete for Investment . . .

(Continued from page) Africa is home to 14 percent of the
worl dNs popul ati on
with transportation and communica- languages are spoken in Africa, and
tion infrastructure, trained or train-  the continent encompasses some 53
able human resources, and equitable countries, covers 20 percent of
trade, investment and employment Ear t hNDs t ot al |l and
practices. about 30 percent of its mineral re-
Impediments to investment cited by serves.
the report include an image that
many African countries are fraught  Yet U.S. investment in sub-Saharan
with difficulties such as poor invest- Af ri ca stands at a
ment climates and corruption, with cent agedo of worl dw
Ot he apparent | ac kinvestmem,catcortingdcaal Congries- |
curb it.o Additi onswohal Researéhé&Seardce epoit toe s
not believe that they are at a com-  Congress published in 2008. At the
petitive disadvantage because they end of 2006, the report says, U.S.

are not investing in African coun- investment in sub-Saharan Africa

triesd and t her ef ostoed at $18.75 billiony ortlessrthan t

invest. 1 percent of total U.S. investment
abroad.

The report, based on polling of pri-
vate sector entities, is the first of U.S. investment in Africa is heavily
two planned on Af rweightéisoward vausltrasaircds,
climate. A second will be based on a with 47 percent (excluding Egypt) in
survey of the public sector, which the mining and petroleum sector,
will be conducted over the next sev- compared to 13 percent in manufac-
Qrdl mdAthe." Y turing, 22 percent in holding compa-
nies and 5 percent in wholesale

Ov e
b de
to
do

(Continued from pag#?2)

renovating a ho

reaucratic news release or fact
sheet, 0 he said

And EPARs Twitt
has more than 4,000 followers.

versationshD Twi

ers, Levy said.

Blogs Help Put a Human Face on Government Bureaucracy . . .

ments, but such comments get
Levy said their most popular blog  posted as well.
mematOdhieai desa ftkBetweekly OQuestion o

connect in a more humanwayto t he Week, 06 which Ohvihieskdi sBsisa b
our readers than the standard, bu- sions around questions such as: agencies try to run a blog and will

Why or why not do you bike to never post anythi
. work? The questions, presented tive, 0 Levy said.
each Monday, generate between t hat youRNre only

Launched on Earth Day, April 22, 50 to 100 comments each and mote yourself, an
2008, Greenversations now is read sometimes as many as 200 to ing for an honest engagement with
between 600 and 1,000 times per 300, he said. the public. | think you gain credibil-
day and has accumulated approxi- ity by showing yo
mately 7,000 reader comments. EPA also produces a blog entry take some criticism. And, ideally,

ereaecyuwedneswday c yobWwald re§pnd itoethe crii-
Wednesday, 0 whichcismmanaged by
the Office of Research and Devel-

Greenversations received a big opment. And each Thursday, OWe wel come every
boost when the White House EPANs Hispanic | imésobs,o0LLeay said
joined Twitter and started to fol- Younes, writes in Spanish on top-

low Greenversations. White House ics she feels are relevant to her Evolution of Security blog ( http://
followers began to follow Green-  audience. www. tsa.gov/ bl og/

Hter feed as welll Greenversations blog ( http://

doubling the number of subscrib- EPANDs bl ogs, L evyblaepagailbgd)cgned viewed

get their share of negative com- on the TSA and EPA Web sites.
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