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The United States Agency 

for International Develop-

ment (USAID) and The 

Coca-Cola Africa Founda-

tion on Saturday, October 

24 announced the comple-

tion of several water facili-

ties in Ethiopia, which pro-

vide safe drinking water to 

over 46,000 Ethiopians.  

 

The project -- executed un-

der the Water and Develop-

ment Alliance (WADA) ini-

tiative by the Millennium 

Water Alliance -- included 

the rehabilitation and con-

struction of water systems 
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Washington Ɗ There 

must be a sensible bal-

ance between freedom of 

religion and freedom of 

speech, says Secretary of 

State Hillary Rodham Clin-

ton.  

 

Ǝ@m hmchuhct`kƌr `ahkhsx sn

practice his or her religion 

g`r mn ad`qhmf nm nsgdqrƌ

eqddcnl ne roddbg+Ə Bkhm,

ton said at a special brief-

ing October 26 marking 

the release of the 2009 

Annual Report on Interna-

tional Religious Freedom.  

 

ƎSgd oqnsdbshnm ne roddbg

about religion is particu-

larly important since per-

sons of different faiths 

will inevitably hold diver-

gent views on religious 

ptdrshnmr+Ə rgd r`hc-

ƎSgdrd cheedqdmbdr rgntkc

be met with tolerance, 

not with the suppression 
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The cover of the 2009  
Annual Report on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom  

Tangut, age 37, Tej - Atel community member, collecting  
water from one of the water development facilities.  
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and improved pit latrines fit with 

hand washing facilities.  To en-

hance the health impact of the pro-

ject and to multiply the use of wa-

ter, cattle troughs, public showers 

and clothes washing basins were 

also constructed.  Educa-

tional materials on hygiene 

were developed and distrib-

uted to schools and com-

munities.  Hygiene and 

sanitation training was also 

provided for beneficiaries, 

local government staff, and 

school teachers in commu-

nities within the project 

area.  Moreover, to ensure 

sustainability, capacity 

building training was pro-

vided to local government 

community health exten-

sion agents and develop-

ment agents, Water and 

Sanitation Committee 

members, and Watershed 

Management Committee 

members.  

 

ƎSghr otakhb-private partner-

ship has been tremendously 

successful.  Now, tens of thou-

sands of Ethiopians in the Amhara 

region have access to safe drinking 

v`sdq+Ə Sgnl`r G- Rs``k+ TR@HC

Lhrrhnm Chqdbsnq rs`sdc- ƎHs hr mnv

up to the communities to take own-

dqrgho `mc rtrs`hm sgdrd deenqsr-Ə 

 

WADA is a joint initiative between 

USAID and The Coca -Cola Com-

pany that currently operates in 23 

countries worldwide (19 of these in 

Africa) to protect and improve the 

sustainability of watersheds, in-

crease access to water supply and 

r`mhs`shnm rdquhbdr enq sgd vnqkcƌr

poor, and enhance productive uses 

of water.  In Ethiopia, WADA, 

through Millennium Water Alliance 

and its implementing partners, 

Catholic Relief Service, Food for the 

Hungry, and World Vision Interna-

tional, expanded sustainable access 

to safe drinking water and sanita-

tion services to more than 46,000 

Ethiopians in the Amhara region.  

All the water supply and sanitation 

systems are technologically simple, 

low cost and able to be managed 

by the community.  

 

The completed water facilities were 

formally entrusted to beneficiary 

communities in the Amhara Region 

of Ethiopia at a ceremony con-

ducted by the Regional Water and 

Health Bureau.  Officials from 

USAID/Ethiopia, the East African 

Bottling S.C. based in Addis Ababa, 

local government authorities, tradi-

tional rulers, and other dignitaries 

participated in the event.  

 

Dasash Bililgn, a 13 year -old grade 

5 student of Danbola School in Am-

hara, explained how the project has 

l`cd `m hlo`bs nm gdq khed9 ƎH `l

at school regularly because of the 

private toilets we girls have.  The 

boys do not come to our side of the 

toilets and we are not afraid to use 

ntq snhkdsr `mx shld ne sgd c`x-Ə 

 

These water and sanitation projects 

will also re-

duce inci-

dences of re-

lated diseases 

in the commu-

nities and im-

prove environ-

mental condi-

tions by creat-

ing access to a 

safe water 

supply year -

round.  To en-

sure sustain-

ability, Water 

and Sanitation 

Committees 

have been cre-

ated and part-

nerships 

among water 

sector institu-

tions have 

been promoted 

in the communities.  

 

Since March 2004, the Millennium 

Water Alliance and its partners have 

implemented more than 800 safe 

water supply systems in Ethiopia.  

More than 421,000 Ethiopians now 

have access to clean water due to 

these efforts.  The Alliance has also 

constructed ventilated improved pit 

latrines in schools and public insti-

tutions and taught households how 

to construct their own latrines.  Ad-

ditionally, 458,000 Ethiopians have 

received hygiene and sanitation 

education. ǅ  
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Greg Jnsein, Managing Director of the East African Bottling Share  
Company, and Ato Asnakew Akalneh, representative of the regional water 
bureau, at the ribbon cutting ceremony.   


