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Washington Ɗ An Africa 

that is prosperous and 

at peace is vital to the 

interests of the United 

States and the rest of 

the world, President 

Obama says, adding 

sg`s @eqhb`ƌr etstqd hr to

to Africans.  

 

Obama, in New York for 

the United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly, made 

that observation during a 

September 22 luncheon 

he hosted for 25 sub -

Saharan African leaders. 

Secretary of State 

Hillary Rodham Clinton, 

National Security Advi-

sor Jim Jones, Ambas-

sador Susan Rice, and 

African Union Commis-

sioner Jean Ping also 

attended.  

 

In a briefing for journal-

ists following the 

luncheon, Michelle 

Gavin, special assistant 

to the president and 

senior director for Afri-

can affairs at the Na-

tional Security Council, 

(Continued on page 2) 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 

17, 2009 Addis Ababa 

(U.S. Embassy) Ɖ The 

American people, through 

the U.S. Agency for Inter-

national Development 

(USAID), are providing 

new funding totaling 

nearly US $190 million to 

assist the Ethiopian peo-

ple in three key areas: 

economic development, 

health and education.  

Today USAID joined the 

Ministry of Finance and 

Economic Development to 

officially sign the agree-

ments, which will enable 

our non -governmental and 

civil society partners to 

further strengthen the 

development of Ethiopia.   

 

This commitment from 

the United States is the 

latest installment of a six -

year development assis-

tance agenda between 

the two governments.  To 

date, the total commit-

ment under this six -year 

plan is over US $615 mil-

lion, a 107 percent in-

crease over the originally 

planned commitment. 

USAID also signed an 

agreement this week with 

the Ministry of Agricul-

ture and Rural Develop-

ment to provide an addi-

tional US $890,000 to 

support disaster readi-

ness. 

 

ƎSghr `rrhrs`mbd eqnl sgd

American people will con-

tinue to help millions of 

(Continued on page 2) 

President Barack Obama  

http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/Weekly-Address-Progress-in-the-Global-Economy/
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described the event as an effort to 

foster dialogue and build on the 

themes that President Obama ad-

dressed in his speech in Accra, 

Ghana, in July.  

 

In particular, Gavin said, Obama 

highlighted the importance of part-

nership and creating opportunity in 

Africa, through creating jobs, en-

couraging investment and strength-

ening the agricultural sector and 

agricultural productivity. The presi-

dent also used his opening remarks 

to stress the importance of address-

ing corruption head -on to promote 

trade, investment and jobs creation, 

she said.  

 

Obama kept his remarks brief, 

Gavin said, and used the lunch as 

an opportunity to listen to what 

African leaders had to say on these 

issues. 

 

Liberian President Ellen Johnson 

Sirleaf addressed the challenges of 

creating jobs for young Africans. 

Rgd r`hc @eqhb`ƌr cdlnfq`oghb bg`k,

lenge Ɗ huge youth populations Ɗ 

adds pressure to labor markets, and 

she highlighted the need for educa-

tion. She also stressed the impor-

tance of programs that create op-

portunities for African women and 

girls.  

 

President Paul Kagame of Rwanda 

talked about trade and investment 

in Africa. Rwanda was just named 

sgd vnqkcƌr sno qdenqldq hm sgd

Vnqkc A`mjƌr qdonqs Cnhmf Atrhmdrr

2010: Reforming through Difficult 

Times ( http://go.worldbank.org/

DC5JETJPR0 ), Kagame noted, and 

gd cdrbqhadc Qv`mc`ƌr dwodqhdmbd

in creating a favorable investment 

climate. Kagame stressed the im-

portance of regional initiatives and 

infrastructure, and outlined how the 

United States could be more sup-

portive of initiatives that will create 

long-term growth in Africa.  

 

Kagame also talked about health 

issues in Africa, acknowledging the 

importance of existing global health 

initiatives and calling for more at-

tention to be paid to broad health 

infrastructures.  

 

S`my`mh`ƌr oqdrhcdms+ I`j`x` Jhj,

wete, led the discussion on agricul-

ture and agriculture -led economic 

growth in Africa. According to 

F`uhm+ o`qshbho`msrƌ chrbtrrhnm ne

the new $20 billion international 

commitment on food security, an-

nounced at the Group of Eight Sum-

mit, was an opportunity to get Afri-

b`m kd`cdqrƌ hmrhfgsr nm sghr hrrtd- 

 

For additional information, see the 

sq`mrbqhos ne Lhbgdkkd F`uhmƌr aqhde,

ing ( http://www.america.gov/st/

texttrans -english/2009/

Septem-

ber/20090923121017xjsnommis0.

2065699.html&distid=ucs ).  

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov ) ǅ  

 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Ethiopians by providing them with 

much-needed education and health 

services, more jobs and income -

fdmdq`shmf noonqstmhshdr+Ə TR@HC

Mission Director Thomas H. Staal 

commented. Mr. Staal further 

rs`sdc+ Ǝsgd e`bs sg`s sghr xd`qƌr

etmchmf fndr vdkk adxnmc TR@HCƌr

original commitment highlights the 

importance of the relationship be-

tween the people of our two coun-

tries, and the critical development 

bg`kkdmfdr Dsghnoh` e`bdr snc`x-Ə 

 

Sgqntfg sghr xd`qƌr fq`msr+ nudq TR

$22 million will improve the quality 

of primary education, with special 

dlog`rhr nm hmbqd`rhmf fhqkrƌ `bbdrr

and developing schools. The grants 

add over US $126 million to 

strengthen U.S. Government efforts 

to combat HIV/AIDS, control ma-

laria, improve water and sanitation, 

and support maternal, child and re-

productive health.  For economic 

growth, US $40.5 million will be 

applied toward expanding trade and 

enterprise, developing agriculture 

productivity and marketing, includ-

ing for livestock, and protecting the 

environment.  

 

In addition to the above -mentioned 

bilateral assistance, USAID total 

assistance to Ethiopia this year in-

cludes supporting activities to com-

bat HIV/AIDS, control malaria, im-

prove food security, support the 

Fnudqmldms ne Dsghnoh`ƌr Oqnctb,

tive Safety Net Program, provide 

food and other humanitarian assis-

tance, improve governance and ac-

countability, and strengthen conflict 

lhshf`shnm- Hm 1//8+ TR@HCƌr sns`k

assistance to Ethiopia, through bi-

lateral and other mechanisms, totals 

more than US $722 million. ǅ 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Washington Ɗ Sgdqd hr Ǝfqd`s on,

sdmsh`k enq sqdldmcntr fqnvsgƏ hm

trade between the United States 

and sub-Saharan Africa and both 

parties can benefit significantly 

from an enhanced and even closer 

trade and business partnership, 

says Kevin R. Boyd of the U.S. De-

partment of Commerce. Boyd is 

director of the Commerce Depart-

ldmsƌr Neehbd ne @eqhb`+ vghbg

works to advance U.S. commercial 

interests in Africa.  

 

In a September 16 interview, Boyd 

snkc @ldqhb`-fnu+ ƎT-R- sns`k sq`cd

with sub -Saharan Africa is less than 

3 percent of U.S. total trade with 

the world, so from that standpoint 

hs hr qdk`shudkx rl`kk- Gnvdudq+Ə gd

pthbjkx `ccdc+ Ǝk`rs xd`q+ sns`k T-R-

exports to the region grew by 29 

percent, so although it is coming 

from a comparatively low base, you 

are talking about tremendous 

growth, plus you have the potential 

for quite significant growth further 

nm-Ə 

 

Calling the 29 percent increase 

Ǝogdmnldm`k+Ə Anxc hcdmshehdc jdx

growth areas for greater U.S. -Africa 

trade and business involvement: 

infrastructure, power generation, 

road building, housing and telecom-

munications, where he said there is 

` Ǝsqdldmcntr mddc-Ə 

 

Boyd said that telecommunications 

in Africa is one of the fastest -

growing areas for business invest-

ldms hm sgd vnqkc- ƎXnt g`ud rnld

involvement from U.S. firms, but 

xnt bntkc g`ud rhfmhehb`mskx lnqd+Ə

he said.  

 

Asked what sub -Saharan Africa 

gets out of greater trade and closer 

business ties with the United 

Rs`sdr+ Anxc r`hc9 ƎSgqntfg rn

many different industries, when you 

are looking at U.S. firms, you are 

looking at global leaders in terms of 

the technology that they can bring 

to the table. Even more importantly, 

though, in sub -Saharan Africa, U.S. 

firms are global leaders in training 

their local workers, providing the 

transfer of technical know -how and 

creating a group of local manag-

dqr-Ə 

 

Boyd said U.S. companies, in con-

trast to many other multinational 

companies, often just bring in a 

small team of Americans, preferring 

sn l`jd ` Ǝrl`kk ennsoqhmsƏ hm sdqlr

of a U.S. presence and hiring and 

training local workers and manag-

ers. 

 

ƎVgdm xnt knnj `s sgd dmsqdoqdmdt,

rial class here in the United States, 

quite a lot of those entrepreneurs 

were either middle managers or 

senior managers inside another 

firm. So for sub -Saharan Africa, if 

you have U.S. firms training some 

middle and senior -level managers, 

you are also helping to create an 

dmsqdoqdmdtqh`k bk`rrƏ sg`s b`m vnqj

as a future growth engine for Afri-

can business.  

 

Ǝ@m dwo`mchmf dmsqdoqdmdtqh`k bk`rr

will also burnish existing U.S. -Africa 

trade and business ties that can 

spawn local firms, which in turn 

can then supply those larger U.S. 

businesses. So I think U.S. compa-

nies really bring quite a lot to the 

s`akd+Ə gd r`hc- 

Surveying the African continent, 

Anxc r`hc gd rddr noonqstmhsx- ƎEnq

the past year and a half we have 

seen a downturn throughout the 

world, yet when you look at the 

latest projections from 2009 from 

the International Monetary Fund, 

fully half of the African economies 

are forecast to grow at least by 3 

odqbdms- Ɣ He H `l ` T-R- atrhmdrr

taking a look at opportunities 

throughout the world, I kind of 

want to do business where you 

have growth, and here is a region 

where you have still got significant 

dbnmnlhb fqnvsg-Ə 

(Continued on page 13) 

Boyd, left, speaks to Jeri Jensen - Moran, U.S. representatives at the 2005 forum 
on African Growth and Opportunity Act.  
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By Stephen Kaufman  

Staff Writer  

 

Washington Ɗ One year after the 

signing of the Global Political Agree-

ldms adsvddm Yhla`avdƌr kd`chmf

political parties, the United States is 

looking to see significant and sus-

tained progress in the implementa-

tion of the agree-

ment as a dem-

onstration of the 

Zimbabwean gov-

dqmldmsƌr bnl,

mitment to re-

form and democ-

ratic freedoms.  

 

ƎSgdqd `qd knsr ne

things that can 

and should be 

done that would 

reflect a genuine 

change in spirit 

and attitude to-

wards the imple-

mentation of the 

Global Political 

@fqddldms+Ə @r,

sistant Secretary 

of State for Afri-

can Affairs 

Johnnie Carson told America.gov. 

ƎHe hm e`bs vd rdd rhfmhehb`ms `mc

sustained progress in the implemen-

s`shnm Ɣ H sghmj sg`s vd g`ud `m

obligation to be responsive to that 

oqnfqdrrƏ hm sgd enql ne qduhdvhmf

U.S. sanctions that target promi-

nent individuals and entities that are 

undermining democratic reform in 

Zimbabwe.  

 

The September 15, 2008, agree-

ment between President Robert 

Ltf`adƌr Yhla`avd @eqhb`m M`,

tional Union ƉPatriotic Front (ZANU -

PF) and its main political opposition, 

the Movement for Democratic 

Change (MDC), led by Prime Minis-

ter Morgan Tsvangirai, paved the 

way for the current transitional gov-

ernment between the two parties 

and calls for a new constitution.  

 

Carson says that the full implemen-

tation of the agreement also in-

cludes the need for ZANU -PF and 

Mugabe to show more honesty and 

transparency toward their MDC 

partners.  

 

ƎVd vntkc khjd sn rdd sgd dmc ne `kk

g`q`rrldms ne LCB ldladqr Ɣ

[and] the end of the very subtle but 

ongoing effort to discredit elected 

members of the MDC from their 

o`qkh`ldms`qx onrhshnmr+Ə `r vdkk `r

the swearing in of MDC members 

still waiting to take their govern-

ment jobs following the inaugura-

tion of the transitional government 

in February, he said.  

 

Mugabe, who has ruled Zimbabwe 

rhmbd sgd bntmsqxƌr hmcdodmcdmbd hm

087/+ `krn mddcr sn dkhlhm`sd Ǝ`kk

emergency laws that give the ex-

ecutive branch the ability to do 

things that are of questionable legal 

ld`mr+Ə `kknv lnqd eqdd `mc nodm

media in Zimbabwe, and end inva-

sions of white -owned farms in the 

country, Carson said.  

 

The United States maintains sanc-

tions on 208 individuals and entities 

that have hindered democracy in 

Zimbabwe, and the assistant secre-

tary said the Obama administration 

gnodr sgd r`mbshnmr Ǝrdqud `r `

political lever encouraging them to 

make the kinds of political reforms 

that will ultimately allow Zimbabwe 

to return to a state of political and 

dbnmnlhb mnql`kbx-Ə 

 

Carson said he reached out to Zim-

babwean leaders, including Mug-

abe, in an effort to encourage re-

forms and the full implementation 

of the agreement. He described his 

July meeting in New York with Vice 

(Continued on page 5) 

Arthur Mutmbara, Robert Mugabe, Morgan Tsvangirai and South African President Thabo Mbeki join hands 
at the power - sharing deal signing ceremony in Harare.  
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President Joice Mujuru as 

Ǝoqnctbshud `mc qdk`wdc+Ə r`xhmf

Mujuru seemed to understand the 

U.S. desire to see real change in 

Zimbabwe.  

 

However, Carson described his 

meeting in August with Mugabe at 

the African Union summit in Libya 

`r adhmf Ǝrsq`hmdc `mc cheehbtks+Ə

`mc r`hc Ltf`ad Ǝr`v sgd ch`knftd

as being an intrusion into the sover-

eignty of Zimbabwe and an assault 

nm ghr `tsgnqhsx `mc ghr onvdq-Ə 

 

Despite targeted sanctions on cer-

tain ZANU -PF officials, the United 

Rs`sdr qdl`hmr Ǝnmd ne sgd lnrs

significant and largest providers of 

`rrhrs`mbdƏ sn Yhla`avd+ B`qrnm

said. Working through nongovern-

mental organizations, the Obama 

administration expects to have pro-

vided more than $200 million to the 

country by the end of 2009, fo-

cused mainly on humanitarian pro-

grams to benefit child survival, the 

prevention of HIV/AIDS, and dis-

couraging cholera through the provi-

sion of clean drinking water. The 

assistant secretary said President 

Obama also announced an addi-

tional $73 million aid package in 

June that provides assistance for 

combating HIV/AIDS and for fur-

thering democracy and good gov-

ernance. 

 

Carson said Mugabe and the ZANU -

PF leadership are the main elements 

inhibiting progress in the country 

adb`trd ne sgdhq Ǝ`ardmbd ne onkhsh,

b`k vhkk `mc bnllhsldmsƏ sn qdenql- 

 

Ǝ@f`hm+ vd rdd `m @eqhb`m bntmsqx

being torn apart at the expense of 

its people by bad leadership Ɗ lead-

ership that consistently puts its 

nvm hmsdqdrsr Ɣ hsr nvm rtquhu`k+

[and] its own desires above those 

ne hsr odnokd `mc hsr bhshydmr+Ə gd

said. But he said the same leader-

ship that has brought distress to 

Zimbabwe over the past 10 years 

b`m `krn Ǝgdko stqm sgd onkhshb`k `mc

sgd dbnmnlhb rhst`shnm `qntmc-Ə 

 

The United States is continuing to 

vnqj vhsg Yhla`avdƌr mdhfganqr hm

the Southern African Development 

Community (SADC) to encourage 

change in the country. Carson said 

he recognizes the impact of Zim-

a`avdƌr dbnmnlhb `mc onkhshb`k hm,

stability on countries including 

South Africa, Botswana and Mo-

zambique, which have had to take 

care of millions of Zimbabwean 

refugees.  

 

ƎSgd hl`fd ne sgd qdfhnm `r vdkk `r

the economic benefits that flowed 

out of Zimbabwe into the region 

have been diminished as a result of 

sgd dbnmnlhb cnvme`kkƏ hm Yhl,

babwe, Carson said. While the 

United States and countries like 

South Africa may sometimes differ 

in their tactics to encourage change 

hm sgd bntmsqx+ Ǝntq bnllnm naidb,

tives remain very much the same, 

and that is to see the re -emergence 

of a strong, stable, democratic, 

economically viable and strong Zim-

babwe that can play its rightful role 

in southern Africa as well as in in-

sdqm`shnm`k `ee`hqr-Ə 

 

What foreign affairs decisions 

should President Obama consider? 

Bnlldms nm @ldqhb`-fnuƌr aknf

Obama Today ( http://

blogs.america.gov/

obama/2009/01/21/day -2-what -

should-obama%e2%80%99s -top-

priorities -be ).  

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov)  ǅ  
 

 

(Continued from page 4) 
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By Charles W. Corey and Jane 

Morse 

Staff Writers  

 

Washington Ɗ Democracy is not a 

foreign concept to Africa, but it is a 

very important concept that is 

Ǝbnmrs`mskx dunkuhmf+Ə r`xr Bg`mr`

Tembo, the U.S. Department of 

Rs`sdƌr 1//8 Cdlnbq`bx Uhcdn

Challenge winner for Africa.  

 

Sdlanƌr uhcdn v`r bgnrdm `r sgd

African winner in the contest from 

about 100 entries from Africa. It 

shows a smoothie fruit drink being 

blended from a variety of fruits 

and vegetables.  

 

As a prize, Tembo and his fellow 

winners Ɗ who represented five 

other major regions of the world Ɗ 

were flown to Washington, New 

York and Hollywood. Tembo spoke 

with America.gov midway through 

his tour in Washington, shortly after 

meeting Secretary of State Hillary 

Rodham Clinton at the State De-

partment and touring New York and 

just prior to leaving for Hollywood 

Ɗ home of the U.S. film industry Ɗ 

to tour Universal Studios, attend 

galas and meet with the Directors 

Guild of America.  

 

Speaking of his experience, Tembo 

r`hc9 ƎHs g`r addm `l`yhmf- Dudqx,

thing has not yet registered in my 

head. I think I will be on the plane 

back [to Zambia] and then it will 

bkhbj- H vhkk ad khjd+ ƋVnv+ H b`ld sn

the United States; I met so many 

wonderful people who put in so 

ltbg deenqs-ƌ Hs hr rshkk ` cqd`l sn

ld-Ə 

 

While in New York, Tembo and oth-

ers appeared on the U.S. television 

show Today, toured the United Na-

tions and were feted at a gala din-

mdq- ƎSgdqd hr rn ltbg fnhmf nm hm

New York Ɗ so many different cul-

tures, so many people from so 

many walks of life. It is an amazing 

culture, and being at the U.N. was 

amazing. We got a tour of the U.N. 

We went to the Security Council 

and saw what was going on over 

there. We had a meeting with the 

head of the U.N. Democracy Fund 

and that was a 

very good 

lddshmf-Ə 

 

Tembo ex-

plained that he 

came up with 

his winning 

video idea 

while walking 

through the 

farm where he 

khudr- ƎH v`r

thinking about 

what I was go-

ing to do and what kind of video I 

was going to create.  

 

ƎH g`ud nq`mfdr+ kdlnmr+ a`m`m`r+

tomatoes. I was looking at the 

shapes, the sizes and the different 

attributes of the fruits, the different 

colors. They all have unique tastes: 

some are bitter, some are sweet, 

rnld ek`unqr H cnmƌs dudm v`ms sn

sqx- Ɣ Rn vgdm H sgntfgs `ants

that, it made me think that people 

on this planet are just like fruits. 

We come from different tribes. We 

come from different cultures. We 

have different beliefs. We have dif-

ferent colors. We follow different 

faiths. I thought about us coming 

together as people and how fruits 

can be brought together as well.  

 

ƎDudm sgntfg xnt lhfgs mns ad `akd

to appreciate one fruit for its taste, 

or you might not like the shape or 

the size or something, when every-

thing comes together or is blended 

together, perhaps then we can cre-

ate something that comes together 

as one that can be consumed by 

the entire society or at the very 

least can be tolerated by that par-

shbtk`q rnbhdsx+Ə gd r`hc- 

 

Peace and tolerance are two quali-

ties often found in democratic so-

cieties, he said, and that is why 

cdlnbq`bx hr rn hlonqs`ms- ƎH uhdv

democracy as a template or a 

lncdk- H cnmƌs uhdv cdlnbq`bx `r `

cdrshm`shnm `mc r`x+ ƋNJ+ vd g`ud

gotten here and people now have 

automatic freedoms and automatic 

qhfgsr-ƌ 

 

ƎH sghmj hs hr rnldsghmf sg`s dunkudr-

It is a unique template and some-

thing that when it is utilized will 

evolve and enable people to realize 

their rights, realize their freedoms. 

We have seen great success in the 

United States. It is the greatest de-

mocracy in the world. I hope a lot 

more countries can actually adopt 

this kind of model and system of 

fnudqm`mbd-Ə 

 

Democracy is not foreign to Africa, 

Sdlan r`hc- ƎVd g`ud g`c entq

presidents in Zambia. Our newest 

president came into power this 

year. We lost a president last year. 

Ɣ Sgd udqx ehqrs shld ltksho`qsx

democracy existed in Zambia is 

1991, when President [Frederick] 

Bghkta` b`ld hmsn onvdq-Ə 

 

Democracy in the form of freedom 

of expression is not a new concept 

sn @eqhb`+ gd `ccdc- ƎVd g`ud che,

ferent cultures and different tribes 

and different traditions who express 

things in different ways.  

 

ƎVd g`ud bghder hm rnld btkstqdr

(Continued on page 7) 

Chansa Tembo 
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Ɣ Z`mc ` bghde trdr\ bnm,

cepts and ways in which 

he can express how he 

feels society should actu-

ally govern itself. For exam-

ple, if people are drinking 

too much in a society and 

ldrrhmf to+Ə gd r`hc+ ƏƔ

hm nmd ne sgd sqhadr Ɣ sgd

king will meet with his ad-

uhrdqr `mc `rj+ ƋGnv b`m

we come together and talk 

`ants sghr>ƌ Ɣ Sgdm sgdx

have dancers dance in a 

certain way to convey a 

message so that people 

think about what they are 

doing consciously and 

l`jd sgdhq nvm cdbhrhnmr-Ə

So it is a different form of 

democracy, he explained.  

 

Tembo said he hopes to see more 

multiparty and other forms of de-

lnbq`bx hm @eqhb`- ƎH sghmj @eqhb` hr

slowly realizing democracy. It is not 

something that will happen over-

night. It is a process. It will evolve. 

It will take some time.  

 

ƎDudm hm sgd Tmhsdc Rs`sdr ne @ldq,

ica, democracy has been here for a 

very long time, but then you have 

the civil rights movements which 

came a lot later. When you talk 

about gender equality, you had 

women who were unable to vote, 

but after a while, democracy en-

abled women to vote, and then 

[Barack] Obama became the first 

African - American president, num-

ber 44. It took 44 presidents for 

America to realize their first black 

president. So we can see that de-

lnbq`bx hr vnqjhmf `mc dunkuhmf-Ə 

 

Tembo called the election of Presi-

cdms Na`l` Ǝudqx rhfmhehb`ms-Ə 

 

Ǝ@ldqhb` ok`xr ` udqx ahf qnkd+ mns

only in Africa but across the whole 

world. People look up to America 

for the decisions they make. Many 

countries around the world and in 

Africa in particular idolize the 

achievements America has gone 

through, the governance America 

has, the freedom which America 

exhibits. I think people admire those 

qualities because people want to 

see it in their own societies and 

they want to realize those freedoms 

and rights, so America is very sig-

nificant in Africa and having an Afri-

can-American president in America 

for Africa is very important because 

African Americans are native to Af-

qhb`- Ɣ Hs l`jdr tr eddk bknrdq `mc

lnqd hm sntbg-Ə 

 

The Democracy Video 

Challenge is a unique part-

nership comprising democ-

racy and youth organiza-

tions, the film and enter-

tainment industry, acade-

mia and the U.S. govern-

ment. In its inaugural year, 

the challenge attracted 

more than 900 video en-

tries from 95 countries. 

The 2009 winners were 

selected (as those for 

2010 will be) from every 

region of the world: sub -

Saharan Africa; East Asia 

and the Pacific; Europe; 

the Near East and North 

Africa; South and Central 

Asia; and the Western 

Hemisphere.  

 

The video platform for the Democ-

racy Video Challenge is provided by 

YouTube, and the winning videos 

are selected by a panel of film in-

dustry professionals and global 

online voting. The videos, which 

bnlokdsd sgd ogq`rd ƎCdlnbq`bx

hrƔ+Ə `mc ahnfq`oghdr ne sgd 1//8

winners ( http://

www.videochallenge.america.gov/

video.html ) can be seen at Amer-

ica.gov.  

 

Competition for the 2010 Democ-

racy Video Challenge is now under 

way.  

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov)  ǅ  
 

(Continued from page 6) 

 

The regional winners of the Democracy Video Challenge gather 
at U.N. headquarters in New York City September 15.  
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By Richard Odingo  

 

Vice chairman of the Nobel Prize -

winning United Nations Intergovern-

mental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC), Richard Odingo is a Kenyan 

expert on climate science. He is a 

professor in the Department of Ge-

ography at the University of Nai-

robi.  

 

In Kenya, as in many other African 

countries, economic survival de-

pends on vigorous action to address 

climate -linked environmental condi-

tions, which range from severe 

drought to flooding. Odingo exam-

ines some of the problems and sug-

gests remedies.  

Like many small African countries, 

Kenya is vulnerable to the impacts 

of climate variability in the short 

term and to climate change in the 

long term. Virtually all sectors of 

the Kenyan economy are vulnerable 

to climate change. The energy sec-

tor is over -reliant on hydropower 

for the modern sector and biomass 

for the rural sector. Agriculture 

and food production are plagued by 

frequent, climate -linked food inse-

curity crises, and the water sector 

faces serious shortages in rural and 

urban areas. Early -warning systems 

are in place, but the  

 

lack of timely response has led to 

frequent problems: crises in energy 

supply, marked by power rationing; 

famines leading to international ap-

peals for food aid; and rural insecu-

rity because of inadequate water 

and grazing for nomadic pastoralist 

populations. Consequently, the  

government has always resorted to 

crisis management to respond to 

climatic threats in these critical sec-

tors. Such obvious vulnerability 

calls for serious planning efforts to 

forestall drought and flood -induced 

disasters, but this has not hap-

pened.  

 

The greatest concern is that over 

the years, despite the availability of 

climate information, including early 

v`qmhmf oqnuhcdc ax TR@HCƌr 'T-R-

Agency for International Develop-

ldmsƌr( EDVRMDS+ sgd dbnmnlhb

planners have been slow to recog-

nize the dangers posed and the 

need to shift gears away from tradi-

tional crisis management. The most 

telling evidence of this reluctance to 

plan with climate change in mind 

can be seen from the economic de-

velopment planning paper Vision 

2030, wherein climate change has 

been given short shrift and  

 

virtually ignored. Similarly, agricul-

tural planners are yet to advance 

beyond responding to information 

about annual rainfall variability and 

start thinking of the impacts of 

slowly advancing climate change. 

Climate change and global warming 

are mentioned as future challenges 

to the economy but not factored in 

the 2030 scenarios.  

 

Yet according to the Fourth Assess-

ment Report issued by the IPCC in 

2007, by 2030 the first strains of 

global warming will already be felt 

in most sub -Saharan African coun-

tries. Kenya and most countries in 

the Great Horn of Africa are highly 

sensitive to climate change.  

 

Under the ravages of climate vari-

ability and climate change, it will be 

well -nigh impossible to maintain a 

sustained economic growth of 10 

percent per annum over 25 years, 

`r oqnidbsdc hm Jdmx`ƌr Uhrhnm

2030. Kenya depends on hydro-

power for electricity, yet hydro-

power  

 

is extremely vulnerable to climate 

fluctuations. As rivers dry up be-

cause of drought and glaciers disap-

pear on Mt. Kenya, water for hydro-

power production will no longer be 

guaranteed. Another major worry is 

the drop in agricultural yields attrib-

utable to droughts. As warming ac-

celerates, crisis conditions will 

arise. Water stress will increase 

geometrically in most arid and semi -

arid areas.  

 

Government is not serious enough 

in addressing the consequences of 

climate change Ɗ or, indeed, fac-

toring climate change impacts in 

the development process. Hence, 

food security is threatened, as are 

the prospects for self -sufficient 

food production. The economy is 

always buffeted by climatic consid-

erations, and the nation has yet to 

graduate to carefully calculated fall-

back adaptation action plans. Kenya 

is considered a leader among the 

(Continued on page 20) 

Richard Odingo, IPCC Vice - Chair ap-
proaches the podium to chair the agenda 
item on the future of the IPCC.  
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By Jim Fisher -Thompson  

Staff Writer  

 

Washington Ɗ ƎHs s`jdr ` uhkk`fd sn

q`hrd ` bghkc+Ə Rdbqds`qx ne Rs`sd

Hillary Rodham Clinton famously 

wrote in a best -selling book, and it 

will take the entire world commu-

nity working together to feed the 

estimated 1 billion people that are 

undernourished Ɗ an approach she 

will emphasize at the September 

2009 meeting of the United Nations 

General Assembly.  

 

According to the U.N. Food and 

Agriculture Organization, one in 

every six people worldwide suffers 

from hunger, with children and 

women the most at risk.  

 

The United States, with its abun-

dant agricultural resources, remains 

sgd vnqkcƌr k`qfdrs ennc cnmnq-

From 2007 to 2008, the U.S. gov-

ernment provided more than 2.6 

million metric tons of food valued at 

more than $2.6 billion to feed peo-

ple in 49 countries on four conti-

nents.  

 

@r @ldqhb`ƌr bghde choknl`s+ Bkhm,

ton has shown a passion for ending 

hunger in the developing world by 

focusing on the human dimension 

of international relations to galva-

nize world leaders.  

 

Enkknvhmf Bkhmsnmƌr qdbdms sqho sn

sub-Saharan Africa, where she pro-

moted the theme of greater food 

security, U.N. International Fund for 

Agricultural Development President 

J`m`xn Mv`myd r`hc Bkhmsnmƌr bnm,

bdqm Ǝrdmcr ` bkd`q rhfm`k sg`s sgd

United States is committed to the 

effort to turn the pledges made by 

vnqkc kd`cdqr Ɣ hmsn `bshnm-Ə 

 

In a preview of the U.S. agenda for 

the September 23 Ɖ30 U.N. General 

Assembly meeting, Clinton told an 

audience at the Brookings Institu-

shnm sg`s sgd mddc sn Ǝhmsdfq`sd ch,

oknl`bx vhsg cdudknoldmsƏ hr sgd

best approach to ending world hun-

ger. 

 

ƎAx athkchmf `mc rsqdmfsgdmhmf o`qs,

nerships, institutions and interna-

tional regimes, we can forge a 

fkna`k bnmrdmrtrƏ sn ehmc rnktshnmr

to political and economic challenges 

that affect all humanity, she said.  

 

Clinton said that while in New York, 

she will participate in an event with 

U.N. Secretary -General Ban Ki-

moon, hosted by the United Nations 

and the U.S. government, to high-

light the need for greater coopera-

tion worldwide on the growing chal-

lenge of food security.  

 

For more than 50 years the U.S. 

government has provided food relief 

to 3 billion people in 150 countries 

through the U.S. Agency for Inter-

national Development (USAID), the 

main U.S. agency responsible for 

distributing international food aid 

and administering agricultural train-

ing and improvement programs.  

 

Most recently, USAID provided 

emergency food assistance to 26 

countries including Syria, Yemen, 

Colombia, Afghanistan, Nepal, Taji-

kistan and 16 African nations. 

Since 2007, USAID has worked 

through the Initiative to End Hunger 

in Africa (IEHA) to train more than 

1 million men and 641,000 women 

in improved farming and marketing 

techniques, with more than 1,500 

vnldmƌr nqf`mhy`shnmr admdehsshmf- 

 

In April, USAID addressed the plight 

of refugees in Pakistan fleeing fight-

ing in the North -West Frontier prov-

ince with a contribution of $21 mil-

lion of emergency food aid distrib-

uted by the U.N. World Food Pro-

gramme. By the end of May, the 

agency had provided $71.4 million 

in food and other assistance to 

refugees in Pakistan.  

 

Feeding the hungry and helping 

farmers will continue, according to 

(Continued on page 15) 

United States food aid headed for Lebanon in 2006 (usaid.gov)  
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By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.  

Staff Writer  

 

Washington Ɗ The United 

States will promote an agenda 

at the opening of the 64th ses-

sion of the U.N. General As-

sembly focused heavily on 

building international partner-

ships, promoting nuclear non-

proliferation, resolving issues in 

Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan 

and forging economic develop-

ment initiatives.  

 

ƎAx athkchmf `mc rsqdmfsgdmhmf

partnerships, institutions and 

international regimes, we can 

forge a global consensus and 

use that leverage to offer clear 

incentives to all nations to co-

operate and live up to their re-

sponsibilities, and we can also 

devise strong disincentives for 

those who would act in isola-

shnm nq oqnunjd bnmekhbs+Ə Rdb,

retary of State Hillary Rodham 

Clinton told an audience at the 

Brookings Institution on September 

18. She laid out a U.S. agenda that 

seeks to build on multilateral efforts 

first launched by President Obama 

and to quash criticism that the 

United States had too often chosen 

to act unilaterally in recent years.  

 

Clinton said the Obama administra-

shnm g`r k`tmbgdc Ǝdeenqsr sn `c,

vance our interests and solve to-

c`xƌr oqnakdlr sgqntfg ` fkna`k

architecture of cooperation and 

o`qsmdqrgho-Ə 

 

No issue poses a greater threat to 

the security of the United States 

and the world than the spread of 

nuclear weapons and the means to 

make nuclear bombs, she said. In 

an April speech in Prague, Obama 

outlined an aggressive plan to move 

toward a nuclear -free world.  

 

Obama will lead a meeting of the 

U.N. Security Council on nonprolif-

eration and disarmament. He will 

emphasize the importance of 

strengthening the international nu-

clear nonproliferation regime and 

the role of the Security Council in 

enforcing compliance, Clinton said. 

Bringing nations into compliance 

includes North Korea and Iran, she 

said. 

 

ƎHq`mƌr bnmshmtdc e`hktqd sn khud to

to its obligations carries profound 

consequences for the security of 

the United States and our allies, our 

progress on global nonproliferation 

`mc oqnfqdrr snv`qc chr`ql`ldms+Ə

she said.  

 

ƎNtq bnmbdqm hr mns Hq`mƌr qhfgs sn

develop peaceful nuclear energy, 

but its responsibility to demon-

strate that its program is intended 

exclusively for peaceful pur-

onrdr+Ə rgd `ccdc- 

 

The U.S. offer to engage with 

Iran is still on the table, Clinton 

said, but unless Iran complies 

with international demands it may 

face more sanctions and isolation 

from the international community.  

 

During the week in New York for 

the opening of the General As-

sembly, September 22 Ɖ25, Clin-

ton said, she will meet with for-

eign ministers from Britain, China, 

France, Russia and Germany to 

discuss how to move forward 

and prepare for talks with Iranian 

officials on October 1 in Turkey.  

 

The six nations have been work-

ing to convince Iranian officials to 

halt development of a nuclear 

weapons program in return for a 

package of political and economic 

incentives. Iranian officials have 

rejected the offers and have refused 

to suspend uranium enrichment ac-

tivities, a condition for receiving the 

incentives and eventually the lifting 

of sanctions.  

 

ƎVd `qd rdqhntr- @mc vd vhkk rnnm

rdd he sgd Hq`mh`mr `qd rdqhntr+Ə Bkhm,

ton said.  

 

DEVELOPMENT AND WOMEN 

 

Clinton said that during the opening 

of the U.N. General Assembly in 

New York she will outline how the 

United States will approach eco-

nomic development in tandem with 

diplomacy, coupling the work of the 

State Department, the U.S. Agency 

for International Development and 

the Millennium Challenge Corpora-

tion.  

(Continued on page 20) 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton speaks about 
the United States' agenda for the United Nations 
General Assembly at the Brookings Institution in 
Washington, September 18, 2009.  
REUTERS/Jim Young  
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By Stephen Kaufman  

Staff Writer  

 

Washington Ɗ President Obama 

says all sides in the Middle East 

bnmekhbs mddc sn `bs Ǝvhsg ` rdmrd

ne tqfdmbxƏ sn ehmc ` v`x enqv`qc

to an Israeli -Palestinian peace 

agreement, and tells Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 

Palestinian Prime Min-

ister Mahmoud Abbas 

that permanent 

status negotiations 

Ǝltrs adfhm `mc ad,

fhm rnnm-Ə 

 

Speaking in New 

York on September 

22 ahead of the 64th 

United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly, 

Obama said his mes-

sage to the two lead-

ers was clear. 

ƎCdrohsd `kk sgd na,

stacles, despite all 

the history, despite 

all the mistrust, we 

have to find a way 

forward. We have to 

summon the will to 

break the deadlock 

that has trapped gen-

erations of Israelis and Palestinians 

in an endless cycle of conflict and 

rteedqhmf+Ə sgd oqdrhcdms r`hc- 

 

Na`l` r`hc hs hr Ǝo`rs shldƏ sn s`kj

about starting negotiations between 

Israel and the Palestinians. Instead, 

it is time to move forward and 

Ǝrgnv sgd ekdwhahkhsx `mc bnllnm

sense and sense of compromise 

sg`sƌr mdbdrr`qx sn `bghdud ntq

fn`kr-Ə @knmf vhsg sgd mdbdrrhsx sn

adfhm mdfnsh`shnmr+ Ǝlnqd hlonq,

tantly, we must give those negotia-

shnmr sgd noonqstmhsx sn rtbbddc+Ə

he said.  

 

ƎVd b`mmns bnmshmtd sgd r`ld o`s,

tern of taking tentative steps for-

ward and then stepping back. Suc-

cess depends on all sides acting 

vhsg ` rdmrd ne tqfdmbx+Ə Na`l`

said. 

 

He welcomed strengthened Pales-

tinian efforts on security, but said 

more needs to be done to stop in-

citement against Israel. Obama also 

said Israel has facilitated greater 

freedom of movement for Palestini-

ans and discussed steps to restrain 

rdsskdldms `bshuhsx+ ats ƎmddcZr\ sn

translate these discussions into real 

`bshnm nm sghr `mc nsgdq hrrtdr-Ə 

 

Obama also called on Arab states to 

Ǝs`jd bnmbqdsd rsdor sn oqnlnsd

od`bd-Ə 

 

The president said Secretary of 

State Hillary Rodham Clinton and 

Special Envoy for Middle East Peace 

George Mitchell have been working 

tirelessly to create the context for 

permanent status talks and that the 

United States is committed to 

pressing ahead, adding that Secre-

tary Clinton will report to him on 

the status of negotiations in mid -

October.  

 

ƎHs hr `arnktsdkx bqhshb`k sg`s vd fds

sghr hrrtd qdrnkudc- Hsƌr mns itrs

critical for the Israelis and the Pales-

shmh`mr+ hsƌr bqhshb`k enq

the world, it is in the 

interests of the 

United States. And 

we are going to work 

as hard as necessary 

to accomplish our 

fn`kr+Ə Na`l` r`hc- 

 

Following the trilateral 

meeting, Mitchell told 

reporters in New York 

that it was helpful for 

Netanyahu and Abbas 

to have heard directly 

from Obama and to 

see that despite the 

many issues the 

president is currently 

vnqjhmf nm+ Ǝgd hr

prepared to take the 

time at this juncture, 

when there is not an 

agreement between 

them to relaunch negotiations, to 

cdunsd ghr shld+ deenqs `mc Ɣ vg`s

I think is his deep commitment to 

get this process going, to move to 

sgd mdws rs`fd-Ə 

 

Mitchell said that although many 

obstacles remain in the way of re-

rs`qshmf s`kjr+ Ǝsgdqdƌr ` udqx cdbh,

sive difference in where we are 

now than where we were when the 

oqdrhcdms snnj neehbdƏ hm I`mt`qx+

citing progress in Palestinian eco-

mnlhb fqnvsg+ Ǝudqx rtars`msh`kƏ

agreement on the removal of illegal 

Israeli outposts in the West Bank, 

(Continued on page 13) 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (left) and Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas shake hands in New York on September 22.  
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By Eric Green 

Special Correspondent  

 

Washington Ɗ Secretary of State 

Hillary Rodham Clinton says the 

United States is committed to the 

success of an inter -American net-

work to fight inequality and poverty 

in the region.  

 

Speaking at a September 22 confer-

ence in New York to launch the In-

ter-American Social Protection Net-

work, Clinton said the initiative 

Ǝvhkk gdko khes to sgd odnokd ne sgd

gdlhrogdqd-Ə Tmcdq sgd mdsvnqj+

she said, governments will 

make it possible for 

Ǝodnokd sn hm,vest in 

their futures even when 

their incomes are just a 

edv cnkk`qr ` c`x-Ə Sgd

network, she added, is not 

Ǝbg`qhsx Ɣ ats `m hmudrs,

ldms hm dudqx m`shnmƌr

greatest resource, our peo-

okd-Ə 

 

The network aims to spur 

the exchange of best prac-

tices in social protection, 

such as lessons learned 

from innovative 

Ǝbnmchshnm`k b`rg sq`mredq

oqnfq`lrƏ hm ` mtladq ne bntmsqhdr

hm sgd @ldqhb`r+ o`qshbtk`qkx Aq`yhkƌr

Ankr` E`lhkh`+ Bghkdƌr Rnkhc`qhn+ Bn,

knlah`ƌr E`lhkh`r dm @bbhČm+ `mc

Ldwhbnƌr Nonqstmhc`cdr- 

 

The network was endorsed by the 

Vdrsdqm Gdlhrogdqdƌr gd`cr ne

state at the 2009 Summit of the 

Americas in Trinidad and Tobago.  

 

According to the World Bank, Clin-

ton said, conditional cash -transfer 

programs have reduced national 

poverty rates by 8 percent in Ecua-

dor and Mexico, nearly 5 percent in 

Jamaica and 3 percent in Brazil. In 

Colombia, the cash -transfer pro-

gram has led to higher birth weights 

and improved child nutrition.  

 

MDSVNQJ GDKOR QDFHNMƌR LNRS

EXCLUDED 

 

Chile is working with several Carib-

bean nations on social protection 

programs, while New York City 

adapted its program (Opportunity 

NYC) from the Mexican model. The 

cash-transfer program provides fi-

nancial grants to people who take 

positive actions to improve their 

lives, such as going for regular 

medical checkups and staying in 

school.  

 

The New York conference was 

hosted by the Organization of 

American States (OAS), which says 

the network is designed to identify 

and promote effective, efficient 

ways to expand access Ɗ espe-

bh`kkx enq sgd qdfhnmƌr lnrs utkmdq,

able communities Ɗ to food, 

health, education, housing, and em-

ployment.  

 

Charles Shapiro, senior adviser for 

economic initiatives in the State 

Cdo`qsldmsƌr Atqd`t ne Vdrsdqm

Hemisphere Affairs, told Amer-

ica.gov that the network promotes 

the efforts of Western Hemisphere 

m`shnmr sn Ǝvqdrskd vhsg gnv vd

can better help those who are the 

poorest, the most excluded, and 

vgn lnrs mddc gdko-Ə 

 

Sgd qdfhnmƌr m`shnmr+ gd r`hc+ Ǝmddc

to be about more than just worrying 

about political issues and worrying 

about how to increase trade to 

[also] worrying about how to help 

those people who are really not par-

ticipating in a globalized economy 

Ɗ the people who work and live in 

sgd hmenql`k dbnmnlhb rdbsnq+Ə `mc

who lack educational opportunities. 

The network, he added, can help 

get small - and medium -sized busi-

mdrrdr hmunkudc hm sq`cd Ǝrn sg`s hs

hr mns itrs sgd ahf bnlo`mhdrƏ sg`s

reap the profits from exporting their 

products to foreign markets.  

 

Each country in the network has to 

decide individually how to deal with 

its social problems, but the plan can 

oqnuhcd Ǝrnld hcd`r `mc rgnv

vg`sƌr vnqjdc `mc gdqdƌr gnv odn,

okdƏ g`ud s`bjkdc sgd oqnakdlr ne

poverty and inequality, said 

(Continued on page 16) 

The United States joins other countries in the Americas in launching a social protection network 
to fight inequality and poverty and to help citizens invest in their futures.  

http://www.america.gov/st/develop-english/2009/September/20090922162319bpuh0.690086.html
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`mc nsgdq `bshnmr sg`s Ǝcnmƌs fds

`ssdmshnm oqdbhrdkx adb`trd vdƌud

passed the stage of disagreement 

nudq sgdl-Ə 

 

The United States wants final 

status negotiations relaunched, he 

r`hc- ƎDudqxsghmf vd g`ud r`hc `mc

done in this period has been in an 

deenqs sn `bghdud sg`s naidbshud-Ə 

 

ƎVd adkhdud sgd rtffdrshnmr sg`s

vdƌud l`cd `mc sgd qdptdrsr sg`s

vdƌud l`cd vntkc+ he `bbdosdc `mc

acted upon, create the most favor-

able conditions available to try to 

achieve success in those negotia-

tions. But we do not believe in pre-

conditions. We do not impose 

them. And we urge others not to 

hlonrd oqdbnmchshnmr+Ə Lhsbgdkk

said.  

 

He speculated that there would be 

` odqhnc ne Ǝ` l`ssdq ne vddjrƏ

between an agreement to relaunch 

negotiations and their actual com-

mencement, during which the reso-

lution of outstanding issues would 

ad dwoknqdc Ǝhm dudm fqd`sdq cds`hk-Ə 

 

Lhsbgdkk `krn r`hc gd `mshbho`sdr Ǝ`m

`bshud Tmhsdc Rs`sdr oqdrdmbdƏ hm

negotiations, but that it would not 

preclude direct talks between the 

two sides.  

 

ƎVdƌqd fnhmf sn sqx sn oqnbddc hm `

manner that is guided by a single 

standard: What is the method that 

will be best calculated to achieve 

the desired result of a comprehen-

rhud od`bd hm sgd qdfhnm>Ə gd r`hc- 

 

What foreign affairs decisions 

should President Obama consider? 

Bnlldms nm @ldqhb`-fnuƌr aknf

Obama Today ( http://

blogs.america.gov/

obama/2009/01/21/day -2-what -

should-obama%e2%80%99s -top-

priorities -be ).  

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov)  ǅ  
 

(Continued from page 11) 

 

U.S.-Africa Trade Poised for Tremendous Growth . . .  

Asked if he is optimistic that there 

will be a greater awareness of sub -

Saharan Africa on the part of U.S. 

business, Boyd said he is 

Ǝb`tshntrkx noshlhrshb-Ə Vghkd sgdqd

is some interest from U.S. firms, 

Ǝpthsd eq`mjkx+ xnt ntfgs sn g`ud

rhfmhehb`mskx lnqd+Ə gd r`hc- Gd

cited a report released recently by 

the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 

entitled A Conversation Behind 

Closed Doors Ɗ Inside the Board-

room: How Corporate America 

Really Views Africa (PDF, 16 pages, 

2.43MB).  

 

ƎRn l`mx ne sgd Zbghde dwdbtshud

neehbdqr\ hm sg`s qdonqs+Ə Anxc r`hc+

Ǝ`fqddc sg`s+ ƋXdr+ vd bntkc ad hm

Africa, should be in Africa, but we 

see problems in corruption, lack of 

hmeq`rsqtbstqd+ oktr vd itrs cnmƌs

rdd sgd l`qjds-ƌƏ 

 

 

Taking those concerns in sequence, 

Anxc r`hc9 ƎXdr+ xnt cn g`ud rhf,

nificant problems with corruption in 

quite a few places on the continent, 

you cannot deny that. But if you 

look at one of the most commonly 

used measures of corruption, Trans-

o`qdmbx Hmsdqm`shnm`kƌr Bnqqtoshnm

Perceptions Index, you see corrup-

tion is pervasive in sub -Saharan Af-

rica, quite a lot in the former Soviet 

Union and spread throughout many 

places in the world. So, yes, you 

have problems in sub -Saharan Af-

rica, but you also have it in a lot of 

other places where U.S. companies 

`qd cnhmf atrhmdrr-Ə 

 

Boyd said the lack of infrastructure 

in Africa should be viewed as an 

opportunity. As to the market, Boyd 

said many of the countries in sub -

Saharan Africa have at least 3 per-

cent economic growth forecast for 

this year and that cannot be dis-

counted.  

 

Boyd, who was a participant at the 

eighth annual U.S. -Sub-Saharan 

Africa Trade and Economic Coop-

eration Forum (AGOA Forum) in 

Nairobi, Kenya, said one of the key 

things that came out of that forum 

was a realization by many of the 

African governments that instead of 

just looking at trading with the 

United States or focusing on some 

of the markets in Europe, they 

should consider greater regional 

sq`cd- Anxc r`hc sgdqd hr Ǝ` kns ne

onsdmsh`k sgqntfgnts sgd qdfhnmƏ

that is still to be realized.  

 

Jdmx`ƌr lhmhrsdq enq sq`cd+ @lnr

Kimunya, made that same point in 

his closing remarks at the forum, 

Boyd recalled, reminding his audi-

ence that countries throughout sub -

Saharan Africa need to focus on 

knocking down trade and customs 

barriers within Africa to encourage 

greater trade throughout the region 

and worldwide. ǅ 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Washington Ɗ As the U.S. econ-

omy emerges from the deepest cri-

sis since the Great Depression, the 

great challenge now will be 

to ensure that the country 

does not drift into the future 

by accepting less than its full 

potential, says President 

Obama. 

 

ƎVd g`ud sn bgnnrd hmrsd`c

what past generations have 

done, to shape a brighter fu-

ture through hard work and 

hmmnu`shnm+Ə Na`l` r`hc hm `

September 21 speech at 

Hudson Valley Community 

College in Troy, New York. 

To be competitive in a global 

economy, the United States 

must be strong enough to 

avoid the economic cycles of 

boom and bust, and strong 

enough to create and support 

the jobs of the future and the 

industries of the future, he said.  

 

Sgd oqdrhcdmsƌr roddbg bnldr sgqdd

days before leaders of the Group of 

20 advanced and emerging econo-

mies meet at the Pittsburgh Sum-

mit. Among the central issues to be 

discussed by the world leaders will 

be the way ahead as the global 

economy emerges from the reces-

sion, and what regulatory elements 

are needed to help prevent similar 

economic crises in the future.  

 

O`qs ne sgd oqdrhcdmsƌr hmmnu`shnm

strategy builds on more than $100 

billion from the 2009 America Re-

covery and Reinvestment Act that 

supports innovation, education and 

infrastructure, and from the presi-

cdmsƌr atcfds `mc qdftk`snqx `mc

executive -order initiatives, the 

White House said in a statement. 

Obama pushed a $787 billion stimu-

lus plan through Congress in Febru-

ary aimed at bolstering the U.S. 

economy with targeted tax cuts, 

expansion of unemployment bene-

fits, funding for the energy sector 

and social welfare spending, as well 

as spending for education, health 

care and infrastructure.  

 

According to the White House the 

innovation strategy has three parts:  

 

 Ensure the economy receives the 

human, physical and technological 

tools needed to perform research 

and development and to transfer 

innovations.  

 

 Promote competitive markets that 

create a national environment for 

the entrepreneurship and risk taking 

that allow U.S. companies to be 

internationally competitive.  

 Catalyze breakthroughs for national 

priorities that include developing 

alternative energy sources, reducing 

costs and improving lives with 

health information technology, and 

manufacturing advanced vehicles.  

 

Obama said the strategy is not de-

signed only to boost an economic 

recovery and return the U.S. econ-

omy to where it was; it is also de-

signed to pro-

vide sustained 

growth and 

more widely 

diverse prosper-

ity. A signifi-

cant aspect of 

the strategy is 

expanding edu-

cational oppor-

tunity for more 

Americans and 

expanding the 

number of col-

lege graduates 

in the United 

States, he said.  

 

ƎVd jmnv sg`s

the nations that 

out -educate us 

today will out -

bnlodsd tr snlnqqnv+Ə Na`l`

r`hc- ƎSgd `ahkhsx ne mdv hmctrsqhdr

to thrive depends on workers with 

the knowledge and the know -how 

sn bnmsqhatsd hm sgnrd ehdkcr-Ə 

 

Obama said he has set a goal that 

by 2020 the United States will have 

the highest proportion of college 

graduates in the world. To help 

reach that objective, the federal 

government will increase educa-

tional grant programs and simplified 

tax credits for college tuition, he 

said. Also, new funding is being 

used to help U.S. soldiers obtain 

college educations, he said.  

 

What foreign affairs decisions 

should President Obama consider? 

Bnlldms nm @ldqhb`-fnuƌr aknf

Obama Today ( http://

blogs.america.gov/obama/ ). ǅ  

In a speech at Hudson Valley Community College in Troy, New York, 
President Obama discusses a plan to expand education and innovation.  




