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Addis Ababa 

Ɖ In connec-

tion with the 

National HIV 

Counseling 

and Testing 

(HCT) Day in 

Ethiopia, the 

United State 

Government 

renews its 

commitment 

to support the 

Government 

ne Dsghnoh`ƌr

goal of uni-

versal access 

to HIV/AIDS pre-

vention, care and 

treatment by fo-

cusing on HIV 

counseling and 

testing (HCT) in 

urban and peri -

urban areas and 

selected rural ar-

eas. 

 

The U.S. govern-

ment through the 

Oqdrhcdmsƌr Dldq,

gency Plan for 

AIDS Relief 

(Continued on page 5) 

By Jane Morse  

Staff Writer  

 

Washington Ɗ The 

United States will em-

phasize the importance 

of freedom of expres-

sion as it takes its seat 

on the U.N. Human 

Rights Council, says As-

sistant Secretary of 

State  

In an interview with 

America.gov shortly be-

fore leaving for Geneva, 

where the council is 

holding its 12th regular 

session September 14 

through October 2, Brim-

mer observed that free-

dom of expression unfor-

tunately has become a 

battleground between 

Western states and mem-

bers of the Organization 

of the Islamic Conference 

(OIC). At issue is whether 

comment regarding relig-

ion, especially Islam, con-

stitutes defamation.  

 

(Continued on page 2) 
Esther Brimmer  

A nurse taking blood test in one of the home to 
home testing programs  
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ƎVd sghmj eqddcnl ne dwoqdrrhnm hr

actually a fundamental human 

qhfgs+Ə Aqhlldq snkc @ldqhb`-fnu-

Although fighting xenophobia and 

racism is critically important, she 

said, constrained speech does not 

accomplish these goals.  

 

ƎAx oqnuhchmf noonqstmhshdr enq dw,

pression, for speech, for people to 

have an exchange of views to allow 

knsr ne hcd`r sn ekntqhrg+ sg`sƌr sgd

qntsd sn snkdq`mbd+Ə Aqhlldq r`hc-

To this end, she said, the United 

States has been working with 

Egypt, which is representing the 

OIC, to find language for a new 

resolution that will bridge the gap in 

understanding how religion can be 

addressed.  

 

ƎKdsƌr rs`qs vhsg snkdq`mbd `mc qd,

rodbs+Ə Aqhlldq r`hc- ƎCq`v nm sgd

sgdldr ne ZOqdrhcdms Na`l`ƌr\

speech in Cairo, and say we can 

talk about tolerance and respect 

without going down the road of 

khlhshmf roddbg+Ə rgd r`hc- He `cno,

tion of the freedom of expression 

qdrnktshnm hr ` rtbbdrr+ hs l`x Ǝgd`k

some wounds, so then we can have 

a conversation about the defama-

shnm hrrtd `r vdkk+Ə Aqhlldq r`hc- 

 

KEEPING WATCH ON THE WORLD 

 

Brimmer, who is the assistant sec-

qds`qx enq sgd Rs`sd Cdo`qsldmsƌr

Bureau of International Organization 

Affairs, said the U.S. hope is that 

the council will address important 

human rights issues worldwide. 

ƎVd sghmj sg`s Zsgd bntmbhk\ rgntkc

not be imbalanced and dispropor-

tionately take up Middle East is-

rtdr+Ə rgd r`hc- ƎSgdqd `qd rn l`mx

more resolutions and so many more 

agenda items on the Palestinian -

Israeli issues that it sometimes 

crowds out all the other human 

rights issues around the globe. We 

should be looking across the globe 

at the most serious issues and not 

focused so much on one particular 

region of the world to the exclusion 

of some other areas which also 

rgntkc fds rdqhntr `ssdmshnm-Ə 

 

For example, the human rights con-

ditions in Iran after its recent elec-

tions are of serious concern, Brim-

mer said. In addition, the United 

States is concerned about the hu-

man rights situation in Burma, par-

ticularly after the recent trial of pro -

democracy leader Aung San Suu 

Kyi and numerous other political 

prisoners held by the Burmese re-

fhld- ƎRn H sghmj vd mddc sn `krn

look at these country -specific situa-

tions as well as just Middle East 

hrrtdr+Ə Aqhlldq r`hc- 

 

Brimmer also expressed the hope 

enq Ǝ` qd`k hmsdfq`sdc qdk`shnmrgho

between the multilateral -bilateral 

choknl`bxƏ `mc sg`s sgd vnqj cnmd

by the council in Geneva comple-

ments the work done in capitals.  

 

Brimmer emphasized the U.S. com-

mitment to the idea that human 

qhfgsr `qd tmhudqr`k- Ǝ@s shldr sgd

idea that human rights apply to all 

people has come under challenge Ɗ 

sometimes directly, sometimes 

obliquely Ɗ but we want to say 

that we clearly defend the idea that 

human rights are universal, not par-

ticular to one group of people or 

`mnsgdq fqnto ne odnokd-Ə 

 

She also noted U.S. support for the 

independence of the Office of the 

High Commissioner for Human 

Rights and maintaining accountabil-

ity, transparency and good govern-

ance. 

 

 

MORE U.S. ENGAGEMENT 

 

The U.S. decision to seek election 

to a seat on the 47 -member U.N. 

Human Rights Council is in keeping 

vhsg sgd Na`l` `clhmhrsq`shnmƌr

fn`k enq ` Ǝmdv dq` ne dmf`fdldmsƏ

with other nations. The council has 

had a troubled history; some of its 

current and past members have 

weak records for protecting human 

rights in their own countries. In ad-

dition, there have been concerns 

over how the council deals with 

Israel. Between 2006 and 2008, for 

example, Israel was condemned 15 

times.  

 

President Obama has repeatedly 

emphasized the need for nations to 

work together to overcome global 

challenges.  

 

ƎHs hr nmkx ax athkchmf ` mdv entm,

dation of mutual trust that we will 

tackle some of our most entrenched 

oqnakdlr+Ə gd r`hc hm ` q`chn `c,

dress to Americans on April 11. 

ƎVhsg `kk sg`s hr `s rs`jd snc`x+ vd

cannot afford to talk past one an-

nsgdq- Vd b`mƌs `eenqc sn `kknv nkc

differences to prevent us from mak-

ing progress in areas of common 

bnmbdqm-Ə 

 

Learn more:  

 

Obama Administration Seeks 

Greater Involvement with U.N. 

( http://www.america.gov/st/

democracyhr -english/2009/

April/20090414111055ajesrom0.7

777979.html )  

 

Oqdrhcdms Na`l`ƌr Qdl`qjr `s

Cairo University, Egypt ( http://

www.america.gov/st/texttrans -

english/2009/

June/20090603171549eaifas0.65

76807.html) ǅ  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Washington Ɗ As African 

leaders and U.S. investors 

prepare to convene in Wash-

ington for the U.S. -Africa 

Business Summit, an official 

from the federal Millennium 

Challenge Corporation (MCC) 

says investment in Africa is 

now more appealing for com-

panies than before the global 

financial crisis.  

 

From the private sector per-

rodbshud+ @eqhb` hr Ǝsgd m`st,

q`k mdws eqnmshdqƏ enq hmudrs,

ment, and partnerships be-

tween investors and donors 

on the continent create win -

win situations for both as 

they share the investment 

risk, says Jeri Jensen, the 

managing director for private

-sector initiatives at the 

MCC. 

 

The International Monetary 

Etmc dwodbsr @eqhb`ƌr dbn,

nomic growth to be 3.4 per-

cent during 2009, which is higher 

than many other areas of the world 

that were hit harder by the global 

financial crisis. Jensen told Amer-

ica.gov that she is hearing from 

some U.S. companies that partner-

hmf vhsg ` cnmnq hm @eqhb` Ǝhr lnqd

appealing now than it was before 

sgd bqhrhr+Ə ctd sn fqd`skx qdctbdc

consumer demand in Europe and 

the United States, and the desire by 

lnqd uhrhnm`qx bnlo`mhdr sn Ǝfds hm

nm sgd fqntmc eknnq ne @eqhb`Ə vhsg

long-term investments.  

 

According to press reports, the 

business summit, which is held 

every two years, is bringing African 

government leaders, including 10 

heads of state, together with 

American private -sector representa-

tives who are interested in starting 

or expanding their investments on 

the African continent. The summit 

will be held September 29 ƉOctober 

1, and is co -sponsored by the MCC 

and the Corporate Council on Af-

rica, which represents private -

sector concerns  

 

For many U.S. investors, Africa is 

unexplored territory, Jensen said. 

Countries currently participating in 

sgd LBBƌr oqnfq`lr `qd Ǝ`kqd`cx

hcd`k hmudrsldms o`qsmdqrƏ adb`trd

participation requires meeting a se-

ries of standards on ruling justly, 

investing in people and economic 

reform.  

 

ƎVdƌud rddm sg`s enqdhfm

direct investment in MCC 

countries is significantly 

higher than investment in 

other developing coun-

sqhdr+Ə Idmrdm r`hc- ƎEnq

the private sector, MCC 

bntmsqhdr `qd qd`kkx Ɣ `

gateway, as they get 

their toes wet when 

sgdxƌqd sghmjhmf `ants `m

@eqhb` rsq`sdfx-Ə 

 

In his July 11 speech in 

Ghana, President Obama 

said good governance is 

sgd jdx sn @eqhb`ƌr dbn,

nomic development, and 

he urged private -sector 

partnerships to move the 

continent toward greater 

self-sustainability and 

prosperity. Obama also 

raised the issue of coun-

try ownership, which is a 

unique feature of MCC 

agreements, or com-

pacts, Jensen said. 

ƎVgdm ` bntmsqx hr

deemed eligible for a 

compact, they are re-

sponsible for developing a proposal 

and implementing the investment, 

and accountable for the results 

eqnl sgnrd oqnidbsr+Ə rgd dwok`hmdc- 

 

Along with allowing the country the 

flexibility to reassess the projects 

as they meet or fail to meet their 

targets, the MCC projects are also 

attractive to private investors be-

cause they enjoy five years of pre-

dictable funding and are tied di-

rectly to the country itself, rather 

than to the donor.  

 

ƎHs hr ` b`o`bhsx-building exercise 

that goes on, and our MCC partners 

implement these projects, and from 

a private -sector perspective, it cre-

(Continued on page 7) 

At the Eighth AGOA Forum held in Kenya in August, Secretary 
Clinton said democracy is essential for business and trade 
growth.  
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Washington Ɗ Ambassador An-

drew Young will be awarded a life-

time achievement award at the 

Bnqonq`sd Bntmbhk nm @eqhb`ƌr rdu,

enth biennial U.S. -Africa Business 

Summit, to be held in Washington 

September 29 to October 1.  

 

Ǝ@la`rr`cnq Xntmf hr `mc g`r

been an advocate of human rights 

and humanitarian issues as well as 

dedicated to promoting economic 

oqnrodqhsx hm @eqhb`+Ə r`hc Rsdogdm

Hayes, president and chief execu-

tive of the Corporate Council on 

Africa, in a September 3 statement 

`mmntmbhmf sgd `v`qc- ƎVd `qd

grateful for the opportunity to 

honor the commitment he has 

shown to Africa throughout his ca-

qddq-Ə 

 

Established in 1993, the Corporate 

Council on Africa (CCA) works to 

strengthen and facilitate commercial 

relationships between the United 

States and the African continent. 

CCA works closely with govern-

ments, multilateral groups and busi-

nesses to improve the African conti-

mdmsƌr sq`cd `mc hmudrsldms bkh,

mate, and to raise the profile of Af-

rica in the U.S. business commu-

nity.  

 

Young started his career as a top 

aide to Martin Luther King Jr. dur-

ing the American civil rights move-

ment. He was elected to the U.S. 

House of Representatives in 1972, 

becoming the first African American 

since Reconstruction to be voted 

into Congress from Georgia. In 

1977, appointed by President 

Jimmy Carter, Young became the 

first African American to serve as 

the U.S. permanent representative 

to the United Nations, popularly 

known as the U.S. ambassador to 

the United Nations.  

 

Beginning in 1981 he served two 

terms as mayor of Atlanta, bringing 

in billions of dollars in new private 

investment. In 1996, he also served 

as co-chairman of the Atlanta Com-

mittee for the Olympic Games.  

 

Young was appointed by President 

Bill Clinton in 1994 to serve as 

chairman of the $100 million South-

ern Africa Enterprise Development 

Fund, whose objective is to stimu-

late the creation and expansion of 

small and medium -sized indigenous 

businesses throughout southern 

Africa. The fund was also founded 

on the initiative of then ƉSouth Afri-

can President Nelson Mandela. In 

his role as fund chairman, Young 

helped establish the Eerste River 

Medical Centre in Cape Town, alle-

viating demand on overcrowded 

hospitals.  

 

Young is also co -chairman of 

GoodWorks International, a for -

profit consulting firm built on the 

belief that the private sector can 

promote initiatives that support 

education, social advancement, 

economic development and ca-

pacity building in Africa and the 

Caribbean. He travels often to 

Africa, fostering partnerships that 

benefit the communities in which 

they operate. In 2008, the Good-

Works Foundation partnered with 

the Wanawake na Maendeleo 

Foundation to award educational 

scholarships in Tanzania.  

 

ALSO AN AWARD -WINNING 

TELEVISION PRODUCER 

 

In June 2009, Young won three 

Emmy awards for Andrew Young 

Presents, a series of documentaries 

that appeared in the United States 

and in Central and Eastern Africa as 

well. One of the Emmy awards was 

enq ƎV`kjhmf Vhsg Ftmr+Ə vghbg

focused on youth violence. The 

documentary also told the inspiring 

story of Wheelchair Charities, a 

New York organization that helps 

thousands of paraplegic and quadri-

plegic patients, many of them gun-

shot victims.  

 

Young also produced the award -

winning documentary Rwanda Ris-

ing, which showcased modern -day 

Rwanda on the global stage.  

 

Xntmfƌr bnllhsldms sn dctb`shnm

and global service is evident at 

Fdnqfh` Rs`sd Tmhudqrhsxƌr @mcqdv

Young School of Policy Studies, 

which was created to carry on the 

kdf`bx ne Xntmfƌr hcd`kr sgqntfg

oqnfq`lr gd adkhdudr vhkk Ǝkdudk sgd

ok`xhmf ehdkcƏ enq sgd vnqkcƌr onnq- 

 

(Continued on page 5) 

Ambassador Andrew Young  
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The scholars and researchers at the 

school operate on the principle that 

the key to ending poverty is build-

ing strong national economies. 

They, like Young, who occasionally 

teaches at the school, work to bring 

economic well -being to developing 

nations in Africa.  

 

The school works in more than 30 

countries around the globe, as well 

as at home, in the areas of health 

care, environment, taxation, aging, 

education, child care and diversity. 

Programs at the school include the 

Mandela Scholars program, a 

planned student exchange program 

between the Andrew Young School 

and the University of Pretoria in 

South Africa, and an ongoing pro-

gram on taxation in Russia.  

 

Responding to the CCA announce-

ldms+ Xntmf r`hc+ ƎH `l lnrs `o,

preciative to the Corporate Council 

on Africa for this award. Since 

1993 GoodWorks International and 

the Council have partnered to pro-

mote development, investment and 

trade on the African continent. I am 

looking forward to continuing to 

vnqj vhsg BB@ hm sghr deenqs-Ə 

 

CCA will also present a business 

leadership award and business ex-

cellence awards in agribusiness, 

infrastructure, financing and natural 

resources.  

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov)  ǅ  
 

(Continued from page 4) 
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(PEPFAR) has been the lead partner 

in strengthening and expanding 

HCT services in Ethiopia. The U.S. 

government has assisted the federal 

and regional governments since 

2001 and will continue to offer sup-

port to strengthen and improve co-

ordination of HCT programs and 

services.  

 

The U.S. government views HCT 

programs as key entry points into 

HIV prevention, care, and treatment 

services.  HCT programs enable HIV 

positive persons to be referred to 

mother -to child prevention pro-

grams, anti -retroviral (ARV) treat-

ment programs, and other care and 

support services.  In addition, HCT 

programs can also provide links to 

services for orphans and vulnerable 

children.  

 

PEPFAR Ethiopia has worked with 

both the public and private sectors 

at hospitals, health centers, model 

centers, and stand -alone voluntary 

counseling and testing sites to 

strengthen the capacity of local or-

ganizations, including government, 

civil society and private organiza-

tions.  

 

The PEPFAR Ethiopia Semi Annual 

report documents that a total of 

1,377,672 people were tested in 

PEPFAR- supported sites in the first 

half of 2009.  

 

PEPFAR support has already 

strengthened and extended health 

systems in areas such as human 

resources, infrastructure, informat-

ics, commodities logistics, and labo-

ratory services.  

 

The goal of HIV counseling and 

testing is to prevent the transmis-

sion of HIV from people who test 

positive for the virus to untested or 

negative partners, including trans-

mission from mothers who test 

positive to their children.  Counsel-

ing and testing also helps HIV -

positive people to receive early and 

appropriate support and treatment, 

and improves adherence to anti -

retroviral drugs and preventive 

therapies.  

 

The fight against the global AIDS 

epidemic is a centerpiece of the 

foreign policy and global health 

agenda outlined by President Barack 

Obama and Secretary of State 

Hillary Rodham Clinton.  

 

On July 30, 2009 the United States 

Global Leadership Against HIV/

AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria 

Reauthorization Act of 2008 was 

signed into law.  This act expands 

the U.S. Government commitment 

to the Presidents Emergency Fund 

for AIDFS Relief for five additional 

years, from 2009 through 2013.  

The Act increased the U.S. financial 

commitment to the fight against 

global HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and 

malaria, authorizing  up to $48 bil-

lion to support existing and new 

programs.  ǅ 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Washington Ɗ Although total U.S. 

trade with sub -Saharan Africa 

(exports plus imports) declined in 

the first four months of 2009 com-

pared with the same period in 

2008, largely as a result of the 

global economic crisis, many sub -

Saharan African countries continue 

to reap benefits from changes to 

their economic policies, improved 

governance and investments in key 

social sectors undertaken during the 

past decade.  

 

Holly Vineyard, deputy assistant 

secretary for Africa, the Middle East 

and South Asia in the Commerce 

Cdo`qsldmsƌr Hmsdqm`shnm`k Sq`cd

Administration, discussed African 

economies in June 24 testimony to 

two House of Representatives sub-

committees.  

 

ƎSgdqd v`r ` rg`qo cqno-off in total 

[African] trade of 52 percent for the 

first four months of 2009 compared 

sn sgd r`ld odqhnc hm 1//7+Ə Uhmd,

yard told the lawmakers.  

 

That trade fall -off tracked with the 

28 percent decline in U.S. total 

trade with the world for this period, 

rgd `ccdc- ƎT-R- dwonqsr enq I`mt,

ary to April 2009 decreased by 6 

percent to $5.0 billion, with de-

creases in exports in a variety of 

sectors including vehicles and parts, 

noncrude oil, and wheat and other 

grains outweighing growth in air-

craft, machinery, electrical machin-

dqx+ ldchb`k dptholdms `mc bnqm-Ə 

 

But this decline, she said, was 

much less than the 23 percent drop 

in total U.S. exports to the world.  

 

The economies of several African 

countries are still showing limited 

growth, she said, which may ex-

plain why U.S. exports to the re-

gion have not fallen as sharply as in 

other regions.  

ƎLnrs ne sgd cdbkhmd hm T-R- sns`k

trade for January to April 2009 was 

due to the 60 percent decline in 

imports to $11.8 billion, [and] this 

decline was mostly due to a 64 per-

cent fall in crude oil imports with 

ansg oqhbd `mc pt`mshsx cdbkhmhmf+Ə

she said. Imports from almost all of 

the oil -producing countries in Africa 

decreased as well, she said, ac-

jmnvkdcfhmf sg`s Ǝsghr cdbkhmd hm nhk

imports was not unique to Africa 

and closely paralleled the decline in 

total U.S. crude oil imports from 

virtually all major trading partners 

vnqkcvhcd-Ə 

 

Some 88 percent of U.S. -Africa 

trade is in petroleum -based prod-

ucts, but the United States is work-

ing hard under the African Growth 

and Opportunity Act (AGOA) to 

greatly expand and diversify that 

trade. That was a major focus at 

the Eighth AGOA Forum, which 

took place in Nairobi, Kenya, Au-

gust 4 Ɖ6. AGOA, Vineyard said, 

rs`mcr `r sgd ƎbnqmdqrsnmdƏ ne sgd

U.S.-Africa trade relationship.  

 

Vineyard said many countries in sub

-Saharan Africa continue to reap 

the benefits of sound changes un-

dertaken during the past decade.  

 

ƎVhsg sgd bnmshmtdc fqnvsg ne qdo,

resentative governments, and the 

recovery from several lengthy con-

flicts, much of sub -Saharan Africa 

is poised to see more robust eco-

nomic growth and an improvement 

in living standards in the years 

`gd`c+Ə rgd r`hc- ƎL`mx rta-

Saharan African countries are be-

coming, or have the potential to 

become, key emerging markets for 

U.S. companies. While the current 

global economic situation has cer-

tainly had a negative effect on Afri-

can economies, a significant num-

ber of African countries have still 

maintained positive [though lower] 

growth. This positive growth is in 

contrast to some other regions in 

the world that are experiencing an 

dbnmnlhb bnmsq`bshnm-Ə 

 

Vineyard said sub -Saharan Africa 

has recently demonstrated sus-

tained economic growth and its 

countries increasingly are seen as a 

rds ne dldqfhmf l`qjdsr- ƎDudm

with the worsening of the global 

economic situation, sub -Saharan 

@eqhb`ƌr fqnvsg hm 1//7 ne ` khsskd

over 5 percent represents the first 

shld hm 34 xd`qr sg`s @eqhb`ƌr

growth exceeded 5 percent for five 

rsq`hfgs xd`qr+Ə rgd r`hc- 

 

Citing a World Bank report, Vine-

yard said 2008 growth in Africa 

was broad -based, spread across 

regions and included both oil -

exporting and oil -importing coun-

tries. The International Monetary 

Fund, she added, has emphasized 

that many of the sub -Saharan Afri-

can countries that have sustained 

economic growth have followed 

consistently strong macroeconomic 

policies with a proactive role by the 

government.  

 

As the global economy worsened at 

the end of 2008 and into 2009, sub

-R`g`q`m @eqhb`ƌr dbnmnlhb fqnvsg

outlook shifted downward for 

1//8+ rgd snkc sgd k`vl`jdqr- ƎSgd

effects of the global downturn on 

many African countries [with South 

Africa being a notable exception 

since it is more integrated into the 

global financial system than other 

African countries] have been more 

indirect than in other regions of the 

vnqkc+Ə rgd `ccdc- 

(Continued on page 7) 
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OBSTACLES TO DOING BUSINESS 

 

Addressing the topic of obstacles to 

doing business in Africa, Vineyard 

said many African countries will 

need to address a series of factors 

to increase the amount of interna-

tional business being conducted 

within their borders.  

 

She cited a World Bank report, Do-

ing Business 2009, which ranks 

countries by the ease of doing busi-

ness based on a series of factors. 

The 2009 report highlighted posi-

tive progress in doing business in 

many African countries.  

 

 

The report shows that 28 sub -

Saharan African countries enacted 

58 positive reforms in 2008, more 

than in any other year since the Do-

ing Business reports began in 2003. 

Three of the top 10 overall reform-

ers in 2008 were African (Senegal, 

Burkina Faso and Botswana). Afri-

can countries showed positive re-

forms in a range of categories, in-

cluding the ease of starting a busi-

ness, registering property, getting 

credit and trading across borders, 

she said.  

 

But the overall rankings, she added, 

demonstrate how far much of sub -

Saharan Africa still has to go: out 

of 181 countries on the list, 40 sub

-Saharan countries ranked lower  

 

than 100 and 24 of those ranked 

lower than 150.  

 

The report concludes that more im-

provements must be made across 

the continent to lessen or lift regu-

latory and administrative burdens to 

entrepreneurs, which remain higher 

in Africa than in any other region. 

By helping themselves, and increas-

ing domestic investment, the report 

says, these countries make them-

selves more attractive for investors 

as well.  

 

More information on the Doing Busi-

ness reports ( http://

www.doingbusiness.org/ ) is avail-

able a Web site of the World Bank 

Group. ǅ  

(Continued from page 6) 

 

Business Summit Will Urge American Companies to Invest in Africa . . .  

`sdr adssdq o`qsmdqr Ɣ vgn `qd

more capable of attracting invest-

ldms cnvm sgd qn`c+Ə Idmrdm r`hc- 

 

The MCC is trying to diversify Afri-

can exports to the United States as 

most exports currently are petro-

leum products. Jensen said that in 

Tanzania, the MCC is using part of 

a $700 million compact to help lay 

the groundwork for a public -private 

partnership in hydropower. The 

LBB g`r `krn gdkodc @eqhb`ƌr Rs`m,

dard Bank team up with the Alli-

ance for a Green Revolution in Af-

rica to make $110 million available 

in loans to small farmers and agri-

cultural businesses in Ghana, Mo-

zambique, Tanzania and Uganda 

who had previously been consid-

ered too risky for lenders.  

 

There is much opportunity for 

fqnvsg- @eqhb`ƌr oqnakdlr k`qfdkx

stem from the need of its countries 

to build their infrastructure, Jensen 

said. 

 

For example, Jensen said, manufac-

turing costs are significantly higher 

in Africa than in Asia due to the 

longer time needed to move a prod-

uct in or out of the continent. Infra-

structure problems also help explain 

some of the trade barriers among 

African countries themselves, she 

r`hc- ƎItrs fnhmf eqnl nmd dmc ne `

country to the next can take three 

days, and it takes less than a day to 

fds sn Dtqnod+Ə rgd r`hc- 

 

Jensen says her organization wants 

to use the U.S. -Africa Business 

Summit to increase American pri-

vate-sector awareness of MCC pro-

fq`lr Ǝ`mc sgd e`bs sg`s vd `qd

helping our countries develop pro-

jects that will involve the private 

rdbsnq-Ə 

 

There are also new procurement 

opportunities becoming available. 

ƎVd g`ud oqna`akx `ants ` fnnc

50 percent of our $6.4 billion of 

commitments for 18 countries that 

will be going out for bid in the next 

07 lnmsgr sn svn xd`qr+Ə rgd r`hc+

`cchmf Ǝxnt b`m dwodbs nudq shld

greater private -sector participation 

hm LBB oqnidbsr+ `mc vdƌqd ` m`st,

ral partner for the private sector in 

@eqhb`-Ə 

 

More information on the 2009 busi-

ness summit ( http://

guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/

Summary.aspx?e=a83433d4 -f64f -

4adb-aeda-0525c94ca0eb ) is avail-

able on a special Web page for the 

event. ǅ  

(Continued from page 3) 

 



Zimbabwe Attorneys Honored for Human Rights Work  
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The following article was produced 

and originally published by the 

@ldqhb`m A`q @rrnbh`shnmƌr Qtkd ne

Law Initiative. Additional informa-

shnm nm sgd hmhsh`shudƌr oqnfq`lr hr

available on www.abarol.org 

( http://www.abarol.org/ ).  

 

August 2009  

 

ABA ROLI Honors Zim-

babwe Lawyers for Hu-

man Rights with its 2009 

Rule of Law Award  

 

On August 1, the ABA 

Rule of Law Initiative 

(ABA ROLI) awarded Zim-

babwe Lawyers for Hu-

man Rights (ZLHR) its 

2009 Rule of Law 

Award. Representing her 

organization, ZLHR Ex-

ecutive Director Irene 

Petras attended the Rule 

of Law Luncheon and 

Award Ceremony in Chi-

cago and received the 

award from ABA President H. Tho-

mas Wells, Jr. The award recog-

mhydr sgd YKGQƌr deenqsr sn tognkc

the rule of law and to fight for the 

human rights of Zimbabwean citi-

zens. 

 

In his introductory remarks, William 

Taft, IV, ABA ROLI board chair, 

said that each year the ABA ROLI 

knnjr sgqntfgnts sgd vnqkc Ǝsn

identify a person, a group of people 

or an organization that embodies 

our values and that has acted val-

iantly in pursuing them to receive 

ntq Qtkd ne K`v @v`qc-Ə Gd r`hc

the efforts of ZLHR were worth 

celebrating.  

 

Founded in 1996, ZLHR is a non -

profit human rights organization 

that aims, through the observance 

of the rule of law, to encourage and 

foster a robust human rights culture 

at all levels of Zimbabwean society. 

It has 14 full -time lawyers and a 

membership of 170, composed of 

130 professional lawyers and 40 

law students from the University of 

Zimbabwe.  

 

In her keynote remarks, Petras said, 

ƎGtl`m qhfgsr k`vxdqr hm Yhl,

babwe have contributed Ɗand con-

tinue to contribute Ɗimmensely to 

the struggle for democratization and 

observance of the rule of law in our 

bntmsqx-Ə Rgd r`hc sg`s sgd k`vxdqr

decided to fight for the rule of law 

sgntfg sgdx bntkc Ǝg`ud kdes sgd

country for greener pastures at the 

ehqrs rhfmr ne sqntakdƏ- 

 

Petras explained the challenges the 

lawyers have to face and the risks 

they take in pursuing their mission. 

ƎRnld g`ud addm rtaidbsdc sn

character assassination in the state -

controlled media, or assaulted by 

police in peaceful protests against 

the harassment of the profession. 

Others have been abducted by 

youth militias from their offices, 

beaten and tortured in bases, only 

to reappear bruised and battered 

after several days of incommuni-

b`cn cdsdmshnm+Ə rgd r`hc- ƎK`vxdqr

have had to deal with threats to 

their own lives and safety, as well 

as that of their families and col-

kd`ftdr-Ə 

 

Though there were 

hopes for the situation in 

Zimbabwe to improve 

following the formation 

of an inclusive govern-

ment in February of this 

year, Irene said, 

ƎCdlnbq`shy`shnm bnmshm,

ues to prove a chal-

kdmfd-Ə Mn qdoqdrrhud

laws have been repealed 

or amended, while the 

ordeals of human rights 

defenders have not sub-

sided. 

 

With the road ahead 

Ǝknmf `mc cheehbtks+Ə sgd

ZLHR is continuing its 

efforts for a comprehensive legisla-

shud qdenql- Odsq`r r`hc+ ƎVd vhkk

remain as tenacious as we have 

been thus far in our history so as to 

ensure that the people of Zimbabwe 

remain at the center of all transi-

tional and nation -building processes 

`mc `qd sgdhq sqtd admdehbh`qhdr-Ə 

 

Petras thanked the ABA and ABA 

ROLI for acknowledging the efforts 

ne sgd YKGQ- Rgd r`hc+ ƎHs dmbntq,

ages us to see that our efforts do 

not go in vain, and that people are 

watching, and our peers in the pro-

fession are standing with us during 

these testing times for the legal 

oqnedrrhnm hm Yhla`avd-Ə 

 

More than 350 people, including 

ABA and ABA ROLI leadership, spe-

cial guests and rule of law support-

ers, attended the luncheon.  ǅ 

William Taft IV (left), Irene Petras and H. Thomas Wells Jr.  



United States Signs Anti -Piracy Agreement  
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By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.  

Staff Writer  

 

Washington Ɗ The United States 

joined four other nations in signing 

an international plan to protect 

ships and thwart piracy off the 

coast of Somalia.  

 

ƎVd qd`khyd sg`s sgd ehfgs `f`hmrs

piracy in the Horn of Africa region 

cannot be solved entirely at sea. 

Other measures that must be taken 

include having affected states 

adopt legal measures to prosecute 

rtrodbsdc ohq`sdr+Ə T-R- @la`rr`,

dor Rosemary DiCarlo said Septem-

ber 9 at the signing ceremony. Brit-

ain, Cyprus, Japan and Singapore 

joined in signing the declaration.  

 

Vghkd sgd ok`m+ jmnvm `r sgd ƎMdv

Xnqj Cdbk`q`shnm+Ə hr mns kdf`kkx

binding, it commits nations that 

gnkc rgho qdfhrsqhdr sn `cnos Ǝadrs

l`m`fdldms oq`bshbdrƏ enq dm,

hanced ship security to protect 

them from piracy attacks. Some of 

those practices include increasing 

lookouts, ensuring that ladders are 

raised and readying fire pumps to 

repel boarders.  

 

DiCarlo said that so far this year 

there have been 138 pirate attacks 

off the Horn of Africa, and 33 were 

successful. And according to the 

International Maritime Organization, 

in 2008 there were 135 attacks 

and 44 resulted in hijackings. Pi-

rates have largely enjoyed free reign 

nudq Rnl`kh`ƌr d`rs bn`rs `mc sgd

Gulf of Aden, where approximately 

20,000 cargo ships a year sail to 

`mc eqnl Dfxosƌr Rtdy B`m`k+ b`qqx,

ing a tenth of world trade.  

 

The declaration was first proposed 

in May by Panama, the Bahamas, 

Liberia and the Marshall Islands, 

which represent four of the biggest 

ship registries, at the third interna-

tional Contact Group on Piracy off 

the Coast of Somalia conference in 

New York. They have already 

signed the declaration. The group of 

almost 40 nations and international 

organizations met September 10 at 

U.N. headquarters.  

 

The Contact Group was expected 

to discuss coordinating international 

naval patrols, shipping self -

protection measures and efforts to 

discourage the payment of millions 

of dollars in ransom to pirates.  

 

Assistant Secretary of State An-

drew Shapiro said in Washington 

September 9 that the New York 

Declaration represents, in part, 

what Secretary of State Hillary 

Qncg`l Bkhmsnm g`r b`kkdc Ǝ` 10rs-

century solution to the 17th -

bdmstqx oqnakdlƏ ne ohq`bx nm sgd

high seas.  

 

What foreign affairs decisions 

should President Obama consider? 

Bnlldms nm @ldqhb`-fnuƌr aknf

Obama Today ( http://

blogs.america.gov/obama/ ).  

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov)  ǅ  
 

 

 

Ambassador DiCarlo at the United Nations  



Ambassador Hill Says United States Holding to Timetable in Iraq  
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By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.  

Staff Writer  

 

Washington Ɗ The U.S. am-

bassador to Iraq says the 

United States will withdraw 

all combat forces by August 

2010 and all remaining U.S. 

forces, advisers and trainers 

by December 2011.  

 

ƎVd `qd gnkchmf sn sghr shld,

s`akd+Ə @la`rr`cnq Bgqhrsn,

pher Hill told the House of 

Qdoqdrdms`shudrƌ Enqdhfm @e,

fairs Committee September 

0/- ƎEhqrs ne `kk+ H cn adkhdud

Iraq is making progress such 

sg`s sgd oqdrhcdmsƌr shlds`akd

for withdrawal of our troops, 

which was something that 

was supported by the previ-

ous administration when it 

drew up the security agree-

ldms+ hr `arnktsdkx `bghdu`akd-Ə 

 

Hill said Iraq will have the economic 

means to run itself as its govern-

mental institutions stand up and 

U.S. military forces withdraw. For 

the first time in many decades, Iraq 

has a chance to be an engine for 

regional stability and economic 

growth rather than a source of ten-

sion and dispute, he said.  

 

The U.S. military is transitioning to 

a largely advisory role, while the 

civilian effort is helping foster secu-

rity through active diplomacy de-

signed to resolve internal disputes, 

he said. The United States aims to 

foster long -term stability by helping 

the Iraqis build a market -oriented 

economy with a fully accountable, 

representative government.  

 

There has been violence as Iraq has 

suffered a series of attacks, includ-

ing the attacks on the Iraqi Foreign 

Ministry and Finance Ministry Au-

ftrs 08- ƎSgd qd`khsx+ gnvdudq+ hr

that the Iraqi people have stood 

firm and rejected retribution and a 

new cycle of violence such as the 

one that brought Iraq to the brink in 

1//5+Ə Ghkk r`hc- 

 

Hill also said he is encouraged by 

two rounds of successful elections 

this year Ɗ provincial council elec-

shnmr hm 03 ne Hq`pƌr 07 oqnuhmbdr hm

January and elections for the Kurdi-

stan regional government in July.  

 

ƎSnc`x mdv oqnuhmbh`k bntmbhkr no,

erate, aware that voters will have 

an opportunity to judge their per-

enql`mbd hm sgd mdws dkdbshnmr+Ə Ghkk

said. 

 

Preparations have begun for the 

national elections scheduled for 

January. Hill said the Council of 

Representatives is working on an 

elections law to govern the conduct 

ne sgnrd dkdbshnmr+ Hq`pƌr Ghfg Dkdb,

toral Commission has begun to reg-

ister voters and political par-

ties are negotiating coalitions. 

Some of those coalitions are 

likely to include members from 

across sectarian lines, he said.  

 

Hill said the Iraqi economy 

remains a work in progress 

that has been hit by drought, 

inadequate reforms and declin-

ing oil prices. These factors 

have hampered the Iraqi 

budget, Hill said. But with oil 

production and export levels 

increasing and oil prices re-

covering in recent months, the 

budget has improved, he 

added. 

 

The Iraqi government, Hill 

said, must pursue a responsi-

ble fiscal policy, including ne-

gotiating another arrangement 

with the International Mone-

s`qx Etmc- ƎHs `krn mddcr sn tmcdq,

take the economic reforms neces-

sary to join the World Trade Organi-

zation and integrate into the global 

sq`chmf rxrsdl+Ə gd r`hc- 

 

Sgd etkk sdws ne Ghkkƌr oqdo`qdc sdrsh,

mony ( http://

www.internationalrelations.house.g

ov/111/hil091009.pdf ) (PDF, 35 

KB) is available on the Web site of 

the House Committee on Foreign 

Relations.  

 

What foreign affairs decisions 

should President Obama consider? 

Bnlldms nm @ldqhb`-fnuƌr aknf

Obama Today ( http://

blogs.america.gov/

obama/2009/01/21/day -2-what -

should-obama%e2%80%99s -top-

priorities -be/ ) ǅ  
 

Ambassador Hill testified before Congress 09/10/09  



Obama Urges Americaõs Students to Fulfill Responsibilities 
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By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.  

Staff Writer  

 

Washington Ɗ Drawing from his 

own life experiences, President 

Na`l` tqfdc @ldqhb`ƌr rbgnnkbghk,

dren to take responsibility for their 

education and take advantage of 

the opportunities that an 

education offers.  

 

ƎVd b`m g`ud sgd lnrs

dedicated teachers, the 

most supportive parents, 

the best schools in the 

world Ɗ and none of it will 

make a difference, none of 

it will matter unless all of 

you fulfill your responsibili-

shdr+Ə Na`l` r`hc hm ` Rdo,

tember 8 national address 

to students.  

 

Most public high schools 

and elementary schools in 

the United States have al-

ready opened from summer 

vacation or were just starting their 

school year the day after the U.S. 

Labor Day holiday weekend.  

 

ƎDudqx rhmfkd nmd ne xnt g`r rnld,

sghmf xntƌqd fnnc `s- Dudqx rhmfkd

one of you has something to offer. 

And you have a responsibility to 

yourself to discover what that is. 

Sg`sƌr sgd noonqstmhsx `m dctb`shnm

b`m oqnuhcd+Ə sgd oqdrhcdms r`hc- 

 

U.S. Education Secretary Arne Dun-

can said on early morning television 

news shows that one of the presi-

cdmsƌr fqd`sdrs bnmbdqmr hr sg`s sgd

United States has a 30 percent high 

school dropout rate. Something 

needs to be done to aggressively 

stem those losses, he said. The 

president believed it was critically 

important to speak directly to 

@ldqhb`ƌr rstcdmsr sn `ssdlos sn

improve their academic perform-

ance, Duncan said.  

 

ƎSgd oqdrhcdms hr qd`kkx bg`kkdmfhmf

every single child to step up and 

athkc ` onrhshud khed enq sgdlrdkudr+Ə

he added.  

 

One of the challenges facing this 

country is that every year 1.2 mil-

lion students in city schools, rural 

schools and suburban communities 

drop out, Duncan said.  

 

ƎVd mddc dudqx rhmfkd nmd ne xnt

to develop your talents and your 

skills and intellect so you can help 

us old folks solve our most difficult 

oqnakdlr+Ə Na`l` r`hc `s V`jd,

field High School in Arlington, Vir-

fhmh`+ md`q V`rghmfsnm- ƎHe xnt

cnmƌs cn sg`sƊ if you quit on 

school Ɗ xntƌqd mns itrs pthsshmf nm

xntqrdke+ xntƌqd pthsshmf nm xntq

bntmsqx-Ə Ghr roddbg v`r aqn`cb`rs

by satellite to schools nationwide.  

 

Obama recounted for students how 

his mother, a single parent, would 

teach him extra school lessons 

every school day beginning at 4:30 

in the morning. It was at a time 

when he and his family were living 

in Indonesia for a few years and his 

mother did not have the money to 

send him to a school that other 

American children attended.  

 

ƎH v`rmƌs snn g`oox `ants fdsshmf

up that early. 

And a lot of 

shldr+ Hƌc e`kk

asleep right there 

at the kitchen 

s`akd+Ə Na`l`

r`hc- ƎAts vgdm,

dudq Hƌc bnlok`hm+

my mother would 

just give me one 

of those looks 

`mc r`x+ ƋSghr hr

no picnic for me 

dhsgdq-ƌƏ 

 

Obama called on 

students across 

the country to set 

their own goals 

for their education, no matter how 

great or how small, and do every-

thing possible to meet them. He 

told students that people succeed 

because they understand they can-

not let failure define them. Let fail-

ures teach you, the president said.  

 

Sgd etkk sdws ne sgd oqdrhcdmsƌr qd,

marks ( http://www.america.gov/st/

texttrans -english/2009/Septem 

ber/20090908163242eaifas0.1114

313.html )is available on Amer-

ica.gov.  

 

 

(This is a product of the Bureau of 

International Information Programs, 

U.S. Department of State.  Web 

site: http://www.america.gov)  ǅ  
 

School students in Manhattan watch a screen as US President Barack 
Obama addresses school children on September 8.  




